Festival & Event Guide
Special Souvenir Section produced by Montgomery Messenger, July 26, 2018.

MONTGOMERY, MN
The Montgomery Messenger and the advertisers
in this special section invite you, your family and friends
to come and enjoy this 84th annual Kolacky Days.

Celebrating the
Czech Slovak
Century in 2018
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Jake and Kay Keohen: ‘We are
honored to be named Grand Marshals’

Wade Young
Montgomery Messenger
His family heritage
is synonymous with
Montgomery history and
Kolacky Days.
For the majority of its
existence, the Montgomery Messenger newspaper
was owned by members
of his family.
His uncle coined Montgomery’s festival “Kolacky Days”
Alongside her husband,
she has been active in
Most Holy Redeemer
Church as a lector and eucharistic minister. Together, they have volunteered
countless hours delivering
Meals on Wheels. Every
July, you can also see
them giving back to the
community by volunteering for the Montgomery
Area Community Club
and Kolacky Days in the
ticket booth or at the beer
garden. For many years,
they provided comfort
and care with their funeral home.
On June 25 at the
community club Meet
and Greet, Jake and Kay
Keohen were named the
2018 Kolacky Days Grand
Marshals.
The history for Jake
and Kay spans decades in
Montgomery.
Kay, originally from St.
Anne, Ill, came to Montgomery in 1968 with her
late husband, Dick Barriball. They became business
partners with Clarence
and Dorothy Hruby, of
Hruby Implement in 1972

Wade Young Photo

John “Jake” and Kay Keohen are the 2018 Kolacky
Days Grand Marshals.
until Dick’s passing in
1986. All of their children
graduated from school in
Montgomery.
Kay has always volunteered in Montgomery.
She helped found the
Montgomery Food Shelf
in the late 1990s with Doris Krenik and Greg Morgan. In addition to being
an active member of Most
Holy Redeemer Church
serving as a secretary and
eucharistic minister for
more than 20 years, she
was also involved with
Queen of Peace Hospital
(now Mayo Clinic Health
Systems) fundraisers in
New Prague. She also
worked there as an auxiliary member, and volunteered her time with the

Montgomery Friends of
the Library, Montgomery
Cancer Classic Golf Tournament and other events.
Jake is a lifelong resident of Montgomery.
The Montgomery Messenger began in 1878
when Joseph Chadderdon
started “The Montgomery
Standard”. In 1907, Peter
Keohen, Jake’s uncle,
and Jim Sery purchased
the Messenger business
and plant. In 1919, Jerry
“Chuck” Keohen, Jake’s
father, returned from
WWI and joined the Messenger staff.
Peter Keohen, in addition to running the newspaper, coined the local
festival “Kolacky Days”
in 1929. After he died in

Happy 82nd
84th
Kolacky Days!
When the festival is over, don’t
forget to recycle! We can help!
Curbside Pickup

Medical Waste

1931, Jerry and Helen
Keohen, Jake’s parents,
assumed management of
the newspaper.
Even though he was
too young to work, Jake
remembers spending time
at the newspaper office.
“Thinking about how
long it’s been, I know that
I was down at the Messenger office when I was a
kid, maybe nine years old,
sweeping floors, getting
in the way, and asking
what it’s all about,” he
said.
Together, the Keohens
operated the paper until
September 11, 1954, when
Jerry died of a heart
attack. Determined to
keep the business going,
Helen, and her sons, Jerry
Jr. and Jake, operated the
paper.
While newspapers were
in his blood, Jake had additional plans for a career.
In 1959, he graduated
from the University of
Minnesota with a degree
in mortuary science. He
returned home to Montgomery and worked at
the newspaper and for
his family’s funeral home,
part of which was housed
in the basement of the
Messenger office.
In May, 1988, the Keohens sold the Messenger
to Suel Printing, Co. publisher of The New Prague
Times, Lake Region LIFE,
Elysian Enterprise and
Extra Shopper. Helen
continued to work at the
Messenger until her death
Keohen to 9

Kolacky Days
Grand Marshals
1958-2018

Every spring since 1958, the Montgomery Area Community
Club takes nominations for the Kolacky Days Grand
Marshal. These individuals have played a significant role
in the development and success of the Montgomery area.
1958 - Mateji David
1959 - Carl Fischer
1960 - Dr. Fred Westerman
1961 - F.J. Turek
1962 - P.X. Kennedy
1963 - Emma Mladek &
Lil Charles
1964 - Emil & Mary Franke
1965 - Queen of Snows
Carla Augst & Grandfather August Augst
1966 - Elmer Westerman
1967 - Judge Frank M. Turek
1968 - Joe G. Hruby
1969 - Richard Mikiska
1970 - Linus & Mary Ulbricht
1971 - Jim Zelenka
1972 - George & Ceil Feipel
1973 - Dr. Henry Kucera
1974 - Leatta Trnka
1975 - Helen C. Keohen
1976 - Ronald Novotny
1977 - Frank & Ella Wisdorf

1992 - Glen & Marge Flicek
1993 - Mike & Ramona 		
McGuire
1994 - Glenn & Tatty Malone
1995 - Butch & Jule Franke
1996 - Emmanuel & Betty 		
Vikla
1997 - Jerome & Noreen 		
Schleis
1998 - Lorraine "Tiny" Dvorak
1999 - Clarence & Dorothy
Hruby
2000 - Jerry & Cathy
Herrmann
2001 - Andy & Mary
Regenscheid
2002 - Larry & Karen Parsons
2003 - Emma Pomije
2004 - Leonard & Joan
Ouradnik
2005 - Jerry & Lorraine David
2006 - Chuck & Berneice
Kasper
2007 - Ed & Mary Blumhoefer

2008 1978 - Milton & Helen 		
Bentley
2009 1979 - W.J. & Al Krenik
1980 - Don & Rose Sweeney
1981 - John & Margaret Ziska
1982 - Ed & Eleanor
Berninghaus
1983 - C.J. & Helen Korbel
1984 - Lloyd & Helen Richter
1985 - Joe & Franny Kohout
1986 - Babe Sery
1987 - Jerry & Mary Ann
Ruhland
1988 - Ed & Dorothy Herman

Roger & Mary Ann 		
Heyda
Ralph & Doris
Hendrickson

2010 - Garie & Berlyn Teig
2011 - John Grimm
2012 - Bill & Cheryl Marek
2013 - Dave & Mary King
2014 - Ruhland family of
Ruhland Electric,
Gary, Dale, and Bob
Ruhland & Mary
Ruhland Tupy
2015 - Steve & Bonnie Flicek
2016 - Bob & Barb Rotter

2017 - Bob & Lisbeth 		
Janovsky
1990 - Elroy & Armella 		
2018 - Jake & Kay Keohen
Mladek
1989 - Al & Rita Vlasak

1991 - Blanche Zellmer

25% OFF
25% OFF

all summer clothing,
hats and scarves!

all gifts and decor!

Kolacky Days rafﬂe tickets, hats, shirts,
can koozies & canvas bags are on sale!
while supplies last.

Recycle by Mail

Bagster® Bar

Dumpsters

Other Waste Services

Recycling Services

Portable Storage

www.wm.com
952-890-1100

Congratulations
to this year’s Grand Marshals

Wade Young Photo

The Grand Marshals for the 84th annual Kolacky Days celebration are John “Jake” and Kay
Keohen. They are pictured with royalty (from left) Queen Anna Franek, First Princess Becca
Simon, and Second Princess and Miss Congeniality Amanda Way.

120 1st Street South
Montgomery

507-364-7717

Kolacky Days Festival & Event Guide 2018 • July 26, 2018 • 3

Kolacky Days memories led to button design

By Sarah Dolejs
I am lucky to have been
raised in Montgomery.
There are so many wonderful people committed
to keeping our Czech heritage strong. The Czech
roots in Montgomery
make the town special.
Montgomery is not just
any small town, but a
community with spirit.
I have always enjoyed
participating in Kolacky
Days.
Over the past few years
I have been involved
through button design,
photography for the Community Club, and working down at the park.
While designing the button is a lot of fun, it also
holds some challenges
due to its small size and
the amount of information
that needs to be included.
While I worked on a
design for my button submission, I found myself

recalling Kolacky Days
from the past. I’d like to
share a few of my memories.
Participating in the Kiddie Parade is one of my
earliest memories. When
I was five or six years
old, my Grandma sewed
clown costumes for my
sister MaryBeth and me.
What a thrill it was to
walk in the parade! As
we made our way down
Main Street, it felt like
thousands of eyes were
on us, and everything
seemed to be in slow
motion. MaryBeth wanted
to hold my hand - probably to hurry me along. I
wouldn’t let her though.
I imagine I didn’t want to
lose my cool clown look.
My sister, Tina, was always terrified of the Vulcans. When she was about
five, and I was eight, we
heard the familiar Vulcan
siren announcing their

Photo courtesy of Sarah Dolejs

Kolacky memories from Sarah Dolejs led to her winning button design.

approach in the Kolacky
Day parade. I grabbed
Tina’s hand and we ran
a couple of blocks home.
I told her I was going to
make a magic potion that
would ward off the scary
Vulcans. I mixed up a concoction of black pepper,
garlic and other spices in
water, and we sprinkled
it over ourselves. By the
time we got back to the
parade, the Vulcans were
gone. The potion worked,
and I am sure we smelled
delicious!
Being at the Kolacky
Days carnival always felt
deliciously dangerous.
Permission to go, came
with strict instructions to
stick with your friends
and not wander off. The
carnival workers seemed
exotic and different than
Photo courtesy of Sarah Dolejs
anyone in town.
The 2018 Kolacky Days button designer, Sarah Dolejs, is pictured with Kolacky
They always seemed to Queen Anna Franek.
be having a good laugh
I was probably 13 or
much fun it was to clean
together and would say
parade. The amount
so when I learned how
up Main Street after the
things that I didn’t fully
of cans left behind by
understand.
parade-goers was someAs we walked through
what astonishing. Our job
the carnival, the workwas to line-up, shoulers would shout out to
der-to-shoulder, across the
us to play their games.
street. Then we would get
We would pay the price,
to work kicking the cans
and get in line to play
into giant piles. While we
balloon darts, ring-toss
were busy making a giant
and duck-pond. We’d try
pile, there would always
over and over to win the
be a few kids building
giant stuffed bear until
huge pyramids with the
our pockets were empty.
cans. We had so much fun
I was never able to go
wading through cans and
home with the bear, but
getting completely filthy.
the Scott Baio poster that
These are just a few of
I won popping balloons
the memories that came to
was a terrific consolation
mind while I was designprize!
ing the button.

Welcome to Montgomery and our 84th Kolacky Days celebration!
John Grimm
Montgomery Mayor
Eighty-four years
is a long time for
the life of a community festival,
and its speaks to
the perseverance,

initiative and energy of our
citizens. Countless individuals
and groups have dedicated
their time and resources to
ensure that Kolacky Days is an
enjoyable experience for folks
of all ages.
So thanks are in order, both

to all those who planned and
now conduct this event, but
most of all to you who have
come to celebrate with us.
Without your presence, our
efforts would be in vain. So,
thank you again for coming and please consider returning

Immediate Appointments
Now Available

Dr. Shane Molitor

• Care for Sports, Work-related & Auto injuries and Family Health Care
• Headaches, Neck & Back Pain
• Shoulder, Arm & Leg Conditions
• Pain Relief May Be Just a Co-Pay Away
• Massage Therapy Available

Enjoy
Celebr the
ation!
207 1st Street South, Montgomery

Providers for BCBS, Medica, Health Partners, Preferred One, Select Care, Medicare, Auto & Work Injuries.

Call: 507-364-7500

to visit us another day.
In the words of a famous
song once written about Montgomery “Czech Country is calling to
you,”
“C’mon down and see us spend a day or two.”

“You won’t find rushing rivers,
or see any mountains grand,”
“But you’ll find lots of friendly
folks waiting to shake your
hand.”
Enjoy the weekend, and
come back again soon!

Good Luck to Olivia Schoenbauer & all the
Kolacky Pageant Candidates
from

Schoenbauer
Funeral Home

Greg Schoenbauer, licensed mortician
Milly Schoenbauer, licensed funeral director

200 Third Street SE, Montgomery, MN 56069
(507) 364-7929
www.schoenbauerfuneralhome.com

Offering personalized funeral & cremation services and pre-arrangements
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Greg Schoenbauer

What pairs nicely with a good Kolacky? WINE!

Barnett Bros. Inc.
41375 State Highway 13
Kilkenny

Home to

VELVET VINES
WINES

507-364-8869

16945 320th Street,
New Prague, MN 56071

Hours: Wed & Thurs 4-8 • Fri & Sat 12-9 • Sun 12-5

Happy Kolacky Days
from the Montgomery Staff!

House of Insurance
Agency
F

103 Oak Ave. SE,
Montgomery, MN 56069
507-364-5511
22 S. Lexington Ave.
Le Center, MN 56057
507-357-2221

Josh Farm, Deb Skluzacek, Stacy Hunt, Coley Selly

- a stop on the
Tour de Bun Bike Classic

612-756-3012

nextchapterwinery.com

Welcome

to Montgomery
Kolacky Days Visitors!
We hope you enjoy the
Czech hospitality Montgomery
has to offer you.

TODD’S AUTO PARTS, INC.
415 4th Street SW, Montgomery
Phone: 507-364-5148

M-F
7:30 am - 7:30 pm
Sat. 8 am - 4 pm
Sun. 9 am - 2 pm
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Kolacky Days Memories
50 Years Ago
August, 1968
The 34th annual Kolacky Day celebration will
be held Sunday, August
4. The Kolacky weekend gets into full swing
Friday, with the opening
of the carnival on Main
Street, building of stands
and a general “shaping
up” for the onslaught of
humanity expected.
The Grand Parade starts
at 12 noon Sunday led
by the Richfield American Legion Color Guard,
state champions the last
11 years and traditional
leader of the event. The
colorful line will include
more than 125 units,
featuring 23 bands and
drum corps, 25 visiting
queens, 20 colorful floats

and various drill teams,
clowns and other units.
Sunday’s program
at Montgomery Park
will feature drum corp
exhibitions by the St.
Peter Govenaires, and the
coronation of the 1969
Kolacky Queen, Rosaleen
Does, with participation
by Princesses-elect Mary
Flicek and Alice Lehman.
20 Years Ago
July, 1998
The 64th annual Kolacky Days celebration
will be held July 24, 25,
and 26, 1998. Lorraine
“Tiny” Dvorak will be
the Grand Marshal, and
eight young women will
compete in the annual
Kolacky Days Queen
Pageant, with the honors

going to Queen Diane Jindra, First Princess Gretchen Gilhousen, Second
Princess Abby Smith, and
Miss Congeniality Mary
Harms. Mother Nature
provided perfect weather
for the entire weekend.
The three-day weekend
will also include a carnival by Randy’s Ride, Inc.,
music in the park, and
softball, volleyball and
horseshoe tournaments.
New this year will be
the U.S. Postal Service
Kolacky Stations that
will offer a free souvenir
Kolacky Postmark.
On Saturday downtown, merchants will
wear traditional Czech
attire.

1938 Kolacky Queen Charlotta Fitzpatrick meets Harold Stassen, candidate for
governor.
80 Years Ago
September, 1938
The tenth annual
community celebration is
set to feature a crowded
schedule of entertainment, including a mammoth industrial parade,
free attractions and band
concerts.
The two-day event will
out-shadow any previous
venture in the variety of
programs and colorful
features.
The entire Main Street
and all the streets leading
to the business section
of town will be closed to
traffic during the day and
evening. The festival will
open on Saturday with a
speech from Mayor J.O.

McKeon and speakers talk
on the many topics of the
present day.
Following the speakers’
program, the Montgomery High School Band will
entertain the crowd with
several selections. A fine
program of free acts will
appear on the platform
during the afternoon and
again in the evening.
On Sunday, the program will begin at 12
o’clock noon. Two band
concerts will be rendered
on Main Street by the
Edward Born Legion Post,
No. 43 Drum and Bugle
Corps of Norwood-Young
America with 88 pieces,
and the Pillsbury Band
of Minneapolis, with 53

pieces.
The parade will be at
12:30 and will feature
hundreds of floats, machine units, drum corps
and bands. Following the
parade, the program will
be held at Community
Park with a band concert
by the “Hook ‘Em Cow”
of St. Paul. Following will
be the crowning of the
Queen. Miss Charlotta
Fitzpatrick won the distinction of reigning for the
day in the popularity contest. Her lady attendants
will be Miss Ardyce Kriz
and Irene Turek. Mary
Joan Lusk, Lois Broke and
Patricia Ann Keohen will
act as pages at the coronation.

In 1968, the crowning ceremony was held in the park Sunday following the
parade. Mayor Lloyd Richter places the royal cape over the shoulders of Queen
Rosaleen Moes, assisted by outgoing Queen, Sue Pany, and Mike McGuire, park
program chairman.

Kolacky Eating Contest - a mouthful of competition and fun
The Kolacky Contest
is always a highlight at
the end of the three-day
festival. Last year, Chuck
Smisek ate his way to
being a champion in the
Kolacky Eating Contest.
Out of 13 adults competing for the medal and
bragging rights at the 83rd
annual festival, Smisek,
originally from Lonsdale,
now of Dodge Center,
was the first competitor
to finish eating six prune
kolacky. Smisek said he’s
been eating kolackies
since he could crawl.
When he entered the
contest for the first time
last year, he said he was
determined to win, no
matter what. He graduated from Montgom-

ery-Lonsdale High School
in 1993, served 21 years
in the military, and said
he entered the contest to
show his support to the
community.
Youth contest
In the youth contest,
19 youth from around
the area sought the title
of Kolacky Eating King.
It was Bennett Gehrke,
10 1/2, who polished off
three prune kolacky and
saying “Kolacky Days”,
and was declared the winner. Gehrke, of Le Center,
knew the feeling of being
a winner. He won the
Messenger file photo
contest in 2016 too.
Last
year’s
Kolacky
Eating
Contest
winner
was
Chuck
Smisek.
He
is
pictured
Who will be the winners
with the Kolacky Days royalty (from left) Miss Congeniality and Second Printhis year?
cess Amanda Way, First Princess Rebecca Simon and Queen Anna Franek.

Kolacky
Eating
Contest
Fast facts
• The contest has
never been won by
a woman
• Edward Barta of
Lonsdale holds the
record for the number
of wins at 9.
• Barta is followed
by Dave Kraska from
Prior Lake who has
won it 7 times.
Contest details
Sunday, July 29
Memorial Park
3 p.m.

Pops & Mim
for being this year’s
Kolacky Days
Grand Marshals!

PAM EDEL
612-756-1051

pamedel@edinarealty.com

Great
Job students
+DYHDIXQDQGVDIH
for .RODFN\'D\V
all your efforts!

Best of luck to the

2017
Kolacky
Royalty

RUD CONSTRUCTION, INC.
4280 Bagley Avenue, Webster

ranek Plumbing & Heating
Jeff Franek • 507-364-8062

DOZER • SCRAPER
BACKHOE • TRUCKING

952 / 652-2886 • 952 / 461-2270
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9 to compete in Kolacky Days Queen Pageant
On Friday, July 27, nine
young women will compete for the title of
Kolacky Queen at the festival’s annual Queen
Pageant.
The candidates will
compete for a title as
Montgomery’s
Ambassadors in the popular pageant that includes
interviews, onstage questions, talent performances, and an evening gown
competition.
In addition to competing for a position on the
Kolacky Days Royalty
Court, and representing
Montgomery for the next
year, there are scholarships that the girls receive
after they successfully
complete one semester at
a post-secondary institution.
The scholarships that
the girls have the opportunity to receive are:
Queen: $2,500
1st Princess: $2,000
2nd Princess: $1,500
Miss Congeniality: $1,000
To qualify as a candidate, students must be
females in good standing
in the Tri-City United
school district who live
within a given radius of
Montgomery and
Kilkenny. If a student
attends TCU High School
and lives outside of the
Montgomery and
Kilkenny radius, they
may file a petition to be
included in the pageant.
Similarly, if a student
lives in Montgomery and
attends another high
school, they may also be
permitted to run.
Exceptions may be
granted by the
Montgomery Area
Community Club on a
case-by-case basis.
This year’s candidates
are:

Shawna Berdan
Shawna is the daughter
of Brian and Lisa Berdan
of Montgomery. She has
two siblings, Nicole
(Berdan) Foley and
Brittany Berdan.
In school at Tri-City
United High School,
Shawna is active as a
member of the TCU chapter of the National Honor
Society, ARTeam
(President), Student
Council, FFA, youth
group leader, Track and
Titan Pride.
Outside of school,
Shawna keeps busy with
dance lessons, playing the
piano and spending time
with her friends.
Her future plans are to
study biology at the
University of Minnesota.
For her talent presentation, Shawna will perform
a dance.

Junior/Senior Prom
Committee, Titan Pride
Student Group, peer
tutoring, Encore!,
Women’s Choir, Concert
Choir, Drama Club
President, Jazz Band,
Brass Band, Pep Band,
and Concert Band.
Outside of school,
Rianna was the American
Legion Girls’ State participant, and is a church
choir member/soloist and
church youth group. She
has also participated in
the summer community
theatre and is a sandwich
artist for Subway.
In her spare time,
Rianna enjoys singing,
spending time with family and friends, camping/
traveling, reading, playing the piano and playing
with her dog.
Her future plans are to
attend college for music
therapy.
For her talent, Rianna
will sing.

Caitlyn Gare
Caitlyn is the daughter
of Josh and Linda Gare of
Montgomery. Caitlyn’s
siblings are Bailey,
Autumn and Marissa
Gare.
In school, Caitlyn is
involved in Cross
Country, the TCU Fall
Musical, Basketball,
ARTeam, Student
Council, Encore!, the
Spring Play, Track and
Field, National Honor
Society and Band.
Outside of school, she
sings in her church’s choir
and participates in Girl
Scouts. Her hobbies are
drawing, painting, singing and acting.
Caitlyn’s future plans
are to attend a four-year
college for nursing. She
then wants to continue
her education to become
a nurse practitioner.
Caitlyn’s talent will be
a musical skit to the song.
“Can’t Stop Singing.”

MacKenzie Harstad

Kailey Mach
Kailey is the daughter
of Charlie and Vicki Mach
of Montgomery. Kailey’s
extracurricular activities
in school include being a
member of the school’s
Robotics Team, Volleyball
and Softball teams, and
the Black Diamond’s
Dance Team. She is also
in Band, Marching Band
and Pep Band.
Outside of school,
Kailey plays J.O.
Volleyball, and takes
dance with Center Stage
Dance, something she has
done for 12 years. For six
years, she has also been a
member of the Domaci
Czech Fold Dancers. She
is also a junior director
for both the Czech
Heritage Junior Royalty
and the Domaci Czech
Folk Dancers.
Kailey is also active in
her church, helping with
Sunday School and
Vacation Bible School.
Her other hobbies include
reading, photography,
coloring, hunting, and
fishing.
Her future plans are to
get a degree that allows
her to work with children.
For her talent, Kailey
will do a “Czech Out
Montgonery” presentation, promoting businesses and the amazing
Montgomery.

Olivia Schoenbauer
Olivia is the daughter
of Greg and Sheila
Schoenbauer of Le Center.
She has three siblings,
Meleah, Darien and
Branko.
Olivia’s extra-curricular
activities include being in
gymnastics for six years,
and competing for five of
them. She has also been
in cheerleading since her
freshman year and has
been a captain since her
sophomore year. Olivia
has also been the wrestling statistician for the
past two years.
Her hobbies include
drawing, sewing, traveling, spending time with
family, watching scary
movies and going on
adventures with her dog.
Olivia’s future plans are
to attend a four-year college and study fashion
design.
For her talent in the
pageant, Olivia will perform a gymnastics routine.

MacKenzie is the
daughter of Greg and
Melissa Harstad of
Montgomery. She has one
sister, Alexis.
In school, MacKenzie is
involved in the FFA, One
Act Play, World
Empowerment Team, and
the ARTeam. She is also
the manager for the Track
and Field team.
Outside of school she
takes dance and is
involved in her church’s
youth group. Her hobbies
include volunteering, ice
skating, four-wheeling,
hunting, fishing, camping, drawing, and playing
with her dog.
MacKenzie’s future
plans are to major in
criminal justice to become
Rianna Doyle
an investigator for the
Rianna Doyle is the
county or FBI.
Brittney Tiede
daughter of Ted and
For her talent,
Anne Doyle of
MacKenzie will perform a
Brittney is the daughter
Montgomery. She has
dance.
of Lloyd and Diane Tiede.
three siblings, George,
She has four siblings,
Phillip and Frank Doyle.
Dustin, Molly, Adrianna
At TCU High School,
and Sami.
Rianna is active in many
Brittney’s extra-curricugroups and organizations,
lar activities at Tri-City
including National Honor
United High School
Society, Student Council,
include Tennis, Theatre,

Choir, FFA, and Softball.
Outside of school, she is
active in 4-H.
Her hobbies include
playing the ukulele, the
guitar and piano, and
showing cattle.
Future plans for
Brittney are to go to a
four-year college for
finance.
Brittney’s talent will
playing the concertina.

Elizabeth Trnka
Elizabeth is the daughter of Jonathon and
Ronna Trnka. She has
three siblings, Allie, Julie
and Andrew.
Elizabeth’s extra-curricular activities are dancing
for Center Stage Dance
(13 years), Domaci Czech
Dancers (nine years), and
being a Czech Heritage
Junior Royalty
Ambassador.
In addition to dancing
with the Domaci Czech
Dancers, Elizabeth has
been a junior director for
the dance group and for
the Czech Heritage Junior
Royalty for four years.
She has helped teach traditional Czech dances
and songs to the dancers
and the community.
In school, Elizabeth is
active in Robotics. She
has been on the team for
two years and was one of
the first teams at Tri-City
United High School to
make it to state.

She is also in the
National Honor Society
and the FFA (three years),
during which she lettered
in the Best Informed
Green Hand and Small
Animal categories. In that
activity, Elizabeth went to
the regional and state
competitions, along with
attending the National
Convention.
She is also active in
Theatre (fall musical for
four years, and spring
play for five years),
ARTteam (three years),
Titan Pride Group (two
years), Student Council,
Encore (two years), Pep
Band (three years),
Concert Band (three
years), Concert Choir,
Track and Field, and
Swim Team (one year as
co-captain).
Outside of school, Lizze
has been a lifeguard at
the TCU Pool for the past
three years. She has been
named a Super Guard,
and has earned her water
safety instructor (WSI)
certification. She uses
those skills to teach private and public swimming lessons to children
ages six month to 14
years old. She is also a
swim instructor for the
TCU Swim Club.
Other outside activity is
being in the Girl Scouts.
She is working to obtain
her Gold Award - the
highest award one can
earn in the organization.
She has also helped out
with Boy Scout activities.
Elizabeth also helps
with her church youth
group (four years), and
has attended Steubenville
Convention (three years)
and has been an aide/
helper with Vacation
Bible School (two years).

Her hobbies include
reading, dancing, singing,
sketching, volunteering,
learning about her heritage, being outdoors and
spending time with family, friends and her pets.
Elizabeth’s future plans
are to get a degree in
engineering or science.
For her talent, she will
perform a dance.

Maggie Trnka
Maggie is the daughter
of Michael Trnka and the
late Tanya Trnka. She has
two brothers, John and
Jordan.
In school, Maggie is
involved in volleyball,
basketball and track. She
is part of the National
Honor Society and is a
junior board member of
the Montgomery Area
Community Club.
Outside of school,
Maggie volunteers at
Mayo Clinic Health
System Hospital in New
Prague.
Maggie’s hobbies
include reading, volunteering, playing basketball and spending time
outdoors.
Her future plans are to
play basketball in college,
potentially at St. Kate’s
and major in Health Care
Management.
For her talent, Maggie
will present her grandfather’s complete collection
of Kolacky Days buttons.

Kolacky Queens
1931-2017

Beginning in 1931, the following young women have worn the crown and served
as ambassadors for the Montgomery community:
1931—Leatta Ehmke

1964—Louise Kohout

1991—Christy Smisek

1932—Irma Malone

1965—Joyce Vlasak

1992—Jacqueline Tupy

1933—Emma Zelenka

1966—Betty Jean Corbett

1993—Karina Janovsky

1934—Gladys Peroutka

1967—Susan Pany

1994—Micki Quance

1935—Leone
Hendrickson

1968—Rosaleen Moes

1995—Jessie Odenthal

1969—Connie O’Brien

1996—Marisa Schleis

1970—Barbara Flicek

1997—Anna Bachman

1971—Carol Grimm

1998—Diane Jindra

1972—Kymn Harpel

1999—Megan McCrady

1939—Arline Kline

1973—Ruth David

2000—Sara Krohn

1940—Ethel Holicky

1974—Marilyn Lorence

2001—Meghan Petricka

1941—Betty Wondra

1975—Jane Shaughnessy

2002—Debbie Jindra

1948—Gladys Soulek

1976—Tami Parsons

2003—Holly Vlasak

1949—Deloris Schouviller

1977—Laurie Odenthal

2004—Paige McCrady

1950—Joan Shetka

1978—Lori Bohlman

2005—Samantha Barnett

1951—Margaret Wesley

1979—Brenda Holomek

2006—Brittni Wiechmann

1952—Pauline Miller

1980—Kim Lang

2007—Jessica Barnett

1953—Donna Krocak

1981—Stephanie
Thornton

2008—Maria Deutsch

1936—Josephine Kukacka
1937—Evelyn Hruby
1938—Charlotta
Fitzpatrick

1954—Mary Lois Kendall
1955—Connie Tucholke
1956—Gloria Miller
1957—Joan Zahratka
1958—Maureen Hackett
1959—Carole Ehmke
1960—Mary O’Regan
1961—LaVonne Svoboda
1962—Jean Meger
1963—Marlaine Mellen

1982—Sandy Marek
1983—Anne Skluzacek
1984—Maureen McGuire
1985—Cyndi Scheffert
1986—Amy Sticha
1987—Margaret Viskocil
1988—Connie David
1989—Michelle Simon
1990—Sheila Nesmoe

2009—Ashlea Pan
2010—Cassandra Kubes
2011—Lauren Fellows
2012—Chelsey Skluzacek
2013—Allie Trnka
2014—Katrina Reeder
2015—Megan Rabenberg
2016—Lexy Malecha
2017—Anna Franek
2018—?????????
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Proud Royalty: ‘What a fantastic year!’

Andrea Nelson
Contributing Writer
Throughout the year, the 2017
Kolacky Royalty has served
Montgomery as ambassadors both near
and far, representing Montgomery’s
past and present, and bringing awareness to the community they are proud
to call home.
“The most important responsibility of
being the Kolacky Queen is to always
be a good representation of
Montgomery, no matter if the crown is
on or not,” Kolacky Queen Anna Franek
said. “The main job as queen is to promote Montgomery in a positive way
and encourage others to check out
Montgomery and Kolacky Days.”
Over the course of their year since
being crowned Montgomery’s
Ambassadors, Anna Franek, Rebecca
Simon and Amanda Way, have spent
countless hours fulfilling their goal to
being the best promotors for the community and educators of the rich Czech
heritage that makes Montgomery what
it is.
The trio has participated in parades
throughout the state, attended festivals
and participated in local events that
have included reading at the schools
and volunteering at community events.
“We liked to stay pretty busy by
attending most events offered to us, as
well as finding new ones,” Franek said.
In fact, just recently the Royalty
attended seven events in a six-day
stretch.

“Most importantly,
always represent
Montgomery
with pride.”
2017 Kolacky Queen,
Anna Franek

many ways. Most people who know me
would say I am a relatively shy person,
which has changed a lot over this past
year. I can now start up and carry conversations a lot better than before. I am
no longer intimidated by new people
and new faces.
What advice do you have for
anybody who wants to be
Kolacky Days Royalty?
My advice for anyone who inspires to
be the Kolacky Queen is to go for it. The
best you can do is try your hardest, be
yourself and don’t give up on yourself.
My advice for the incoming royalty is to
push yourself out of your comfort zone
by being more outgoing and trying new
things. However, stay true to yourself;
there is no stereotype for the perfect
queen. Most importantly, always represent Montgomery with pride.

What have been your favorite
memories this past year?
The 2017 Kolacky Royalty end their reign at the Queen’s Pageant on Friday,
My favorite memories from being
July 27. Pictured are (from left) Second Princess and Miss Congeniality
queen are the different events I have
Amanda Way, Queen Anna Franek, and First Princess Becca Simon.
attended. Besides Kolacky Days, my
favorite memories were the St. Paul
Winter Carnival and the Hopkins Ball. I
much work is put into Kolacky Days
Now that they are passing their
and inspire them to volunteer. I see a lot spent the weekend at Winter Carnival
crowns to the 2018 Kolacky Royalty,
they have taken a moment to reflect on
of the behind-the-scenes work that goes by myself, where I did many fun activities and met many new people. This
their year-long journey and share some into Kolacky Days because my mom is
experience helped me grow a lot by
of their thoughts.
a Montgomery Area Community Club
being more independent and outgoing.
(MACC) member, but I wanted others
The Hopkins Ball was very fun and
Anna Franek
to understand how much work is put
reminded me a lot of Winter Carnival
Queen
into Kolacky Days as well.
because everyone was comfortable with
each other and wanted to meet one
Did you accomplish these goals and
What did you
another.
grow as a result?
hope to
Photos courtesy of Jessica Pumper, J. Pumper Photography

accomplish
being Queen?
I hoped to
encourage people
to come to Kolacky
Days who have
never been. I wanted to promote the
festival in a way
that would intrigue others to come. I
also wanted to inform locals about how

I think I have accomplished both of
these goals in some way. We have persuaded so many people to come to
Kolacky Days during my reign. My perceptions have changed this year because
I have seen even more of the effort that
goes into making this festival what it is.
How has this experience
changed/shaped you?
This experience has shaped me in so

What are your plans for the future?
This fall I will be attending St.
Catherine University, where I plan to
major in Business Management and
minor in American Sign Language. I
would love to stay involved in the royalty world, so I still have that possibility
open for the future.
Royalty to 7

Jake & Kay Keohen
GRAND MARSHALS!
Best Wishes
and
Thank You

to both of you
for your years
of service and
continued support
of the
community!
A special Thank You to Jake Keohen, retired
Montgomery Messenger owner, for the years of
dedication and commitment to the craft and community.
We tip our hat to you and the many hats
you’ve worn throughout the years
Printers and Publishers Since 1916

The New Prague Times
952-758-4435

Montgomery Messenger
507-364-8601

Lake Region LIFE, Waterville
507-362-4495

The Elysian Enterprise
507-267-4323

The EXTRA Shopper | The Source | The Golden Nugget
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Royalty from 6___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Rebecca Simon
1st Princess

Before becoming
1st Princess,
what were
your thoughts
on becoming
royalty?
Before being
crowned, I was
super eager at the
thought of becoming royalty. I had
the experience to watch my older sister,
Ashley Zimanske (then Vlasak) through
her first princess experience, so I knew
how much fun of a year it would be.
There were most definitely nerve-racking moments, but I enjoyed the candidacy experience so, so much and was
running with such an amazing group of
girls that no matter what the outcome
would have ended up, I was happy to
be able to just say that I was a part of it.
How has this experience
changed/shaped you?
This experience has taught me that a
little goes a long way. I never really
thought that just me alone would be
able to make such a difference, but at
every event I am reminded that I have
the power to do so much. I am representing thousands of people and a celebration that has been going on for 84
years now. Every time I converse with a
stranger, explain why I am wearing
Czech attire, hear a story from someone, or see the eyes of a child light up
after waving to them, I am making a
difference. All the things I get to experience are more for than just myself, but
for all of those who call Montgomery
home.
What have been your favorite
memories from the past year?
My favorite memories are all ones
with Anna and Amanda by my side. I
have had so much fun with them, and I
can’t say I would have the same experiences that I did if they were not there to
share them with me. If having to

choose one specific event, my favorite
event would have been the MN State
Fair. Not only did we just get to enjoy
the fun things the State Fair has to offer,
but it was a great way to talk with new
faces and educate. We were very distinctively dressed in our Czech attire
and crowns, so people would walk up
to ask and ask about where we were
from or why we looked the way we
did. It was so much fun being able to
inform so many different people about
Montgomery and Kolacky Days from
all over. It was also by far the largest
parade we have attended, so it was
super cool to see so many people
together in one area to celebrate together.
What will you miss the most
once you pass on the crown?
I will miss seeing the familiar faces at
every parade. No matter where we are,
there is at least someone who knows
Kolacky Days and is there to cheer us
on.
What are your plans for the future?
My plans for the future are to attend
Northern Vermont University at their
Johnson campus. There I will be double
majoring, with one major being
Wellness and Alternative Medicine, and
the other Anthropology/Sociology. I
hope to then further attend grad school
to become a Naturopathic Doctor.

If you could do it all again
would you?
A thousand times yes I would do it
all over again! I am not ready to give it
up. I had such an amazing year filled
with lots of good memories. It has been
such an honor to be able to represent
Montgomery. Most definitely the highlight of my senior year. It is an experience I will truly always value.
Amanda Way
2nd Princess
and Miss
Congeniality

How has this
experience
changed you?
Running for
Kolacky royalty
was the best decision I have ever
made in my life. It
not only has opened new doors for me
but allowed me to grow confidence in
myself. I was exposed to so many new
festivals, people and traditions that I
will forever remember. Before running
for Kolacky royalty I was a girl who
was very insecure with herself but after
going through that journey I have
gained so much self-confidence and I
owe that to the pageant committee and
Montgomery.

What advice do you have for those
who may want to be royalty someday?
Just stay true to yourself, being just
who you are is the greatest gift ever. To
the girls who aspire to become Kolacky
Days Royalty just know that I am
always here to help. The journey of
candidacy and being royalty is just
breath-taking.
What have been your favorite
memories from the past year?
My favorite memory of being royalty
would be all the love and support I was
given by my family, friends and people
from the community. I remember seeing my family screaming my name in
the Montgomery parade and I just
started to cry. I was lost in all the love
and support and cannot thank the ones
I love enough for this amazing journey.
There are so, so many other fantastic
memories to choose from but one that
really stood out to me was the Hopkins
Ball. I have never seen so many strong,
independent women in crowns dancing
their hearts out on the dance floor.
What will you miss the most
once you pass on the crown?
I will miss wearing my Czech attire
all the time, I just love it. I honestly will
miss everything - I know that sounds
cheesy, but it is true.
What did you hope to accomplish by
being the royalty this past year?
It would be honoring my town in the
best way I could. All I wanted was to
show Montgomery how much love and
pride I have toward it. I really do feel
like I accomplished my goals as being
royalty. I always put a big smile on my
face and always wanted to learn more
about the community.
What are your plans for the future?
This fall I will be attending St.
Catherine University with the plan to
receive my doctorate in Occupational
Therapy.

Hlavní Titan (Premier Titanium) Sponsor

OB-GYN care tailored
to your needs

Kolacky Days
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84 years of Kolacky Days

Whether you need a routine exam, prenatal care or treatment for
a condition, our expert OB-GYN team works together to deliver
personalized plans — keeping your unique needs in mind. We provide
care for women in all stages of life, from adolescence to pregnancy,
to menopause and beyond.

Mayo Clinic Health System in New Prague
Clinic: 212 County Road 37
Hospital: 301 Second Street N.E.

69 years of Ruhland Electric
1/2 mile south of Montgomery
Jct. of Hwys. 13 & 21

(507) 364-7720

Mayo Clinic Health System in Belle Plaine
700 W. Prairie Street
Mayo Clinic Health System in Montgomery
501 Fourth Street N.W.
mayoclinichealthsystem.org

Call 952-758-9355 to schedule your appointment.

Ruhland Electric, Inc.
— Electrical, refrigeration & heating
and air conditioning service —

3x11
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Kroj

Lisa Ingebrand
Montgomery Messenger
Girls wearing brightly colored, elaborately embroidered
“Czech dresses” with crisp,
white puffy sleeves tied with
little red ribbons is as much a
symbol of Kolacky Days as the
tasty kolacky itself.
To learn more about these
traditional outfits – called kroj
(pural = kroje) in Czech – we
turned to the local experts on
the subject, Deb and Arnie Ziskovsky of Webster, who spent
years researching kroje and
were asked by the Czech and
Slovak Sokol Minnesota organization to present their findings.
Both proud Czechs, Deb and
Arnie, and have traveled to
the Czech Republic numerous
times in recent years to visit
family, learn traditional dances
for their Domaci Czech Folk
Dancers group, and further
their own understanding of the
customs and cultures of their
forefathers.
The first thing the Ziskovskys
will tell you about kroje, is that
there is not a standard kroj. There
are many, many different kinds.
“Traditional kroj date back
to the 14th and 15th centuries,”
Deb explained. “During that
time, specific folklore regions
were distinguished by feudal
estates. Because the nobles
wanted to keep their people
from wandering, they developed conformity in the style
of dress within their estate.
This was an easy way to see
strangers crossing feudal estate
boundaries.”
Within these folklore regions,
the kroj also varied based on
the time period, economic and
religious status, marital status,
age, and occasion.
“Because so much is reflected in each costume, there may
be as many as 30 variations of
a specific costume from one
village. It is because of these
unique features of the information that each dress gives about
a person, they are not only folk
dress, but are national costumes
or kroj,” Deb stated.

(National costume worn by Czechs and Slovaks)

Look at those happy 2017 Kolacky Days royal ladies in “vesely”
red.
Here are a few interesting
items regarding kroje from the
Bohemian, Moravian, and Slovakian areas of what is now the
Czech Republic and Slovakia,
according to the Ziskovskys:
Happy in red
The color red is a symbol of
happiness in the Czech tradition, which explains why many
kroj are red or use red elaborately. Note: The word “vesely” (pronounced just like the
nearby town of Veseli) is Czech
for happy.
Czech out that hat

In
Moravia,
young
men
traditionally wore
elaborately
decorated
hats that
spouted
feathers. The
Photo courtesy of Ziskovsky
feathers
were worn long while the man
was single, and it is said that
the number of feathers reflected
the number of his girlfriends.

A bit fishy
Throughout history,
people
have used
what is
available
to accomplish
various
projects. In
the Blata
Fish scales were
region, it used to create this
was not
intricate garment.
uncommon
for ladies to use fish scales to
decorate their kroj. Once collected, the scales would be washed,
pressed, and totally dried. Then,
they would be cut into the desired shapes and sewn onto the
fabric, usually on their vests.

sleeve look before the invention
of elastic. Ribbons are used to
cinch up the material, which
makes the material puff up.
Wrap him up
Care to
know a man’s
status? Check
the length of
his belt. In
Moravia, men
traditionally
wore long
leather belts.
The longer and
more times the
belt wrapped
around the
man indicated
that he had
more money. (Above) Zach
Tuma wears
a traditional
Moravian belt.

Piles of
petticoats
Single
women in
some areas
The big bow
of Moravia
Bring your
traditionally
bows! Girls in
Blata
wore eight
the Plzen reregion
gion traditionMany petticoats
under their
ally wore large,
of the
skirts. Many
white bows on
Czech
girls opted
their heads.
people
They always
who im- to turn a
wanted their
migrated chair around
to sit down
bows to be
to the
while wearstiffly starched
Montand looking
gomery, ing their kroj
to protect
their best, so
Minthe pettithey would ofnesota,
Many layers of petticoats were
area can coats from
worn to fill out the showy skirts. ten bring extra
crushing.
bows to dances
trace
Blata region
and swap them out as needed.
their
Sewing in squares
famThe traditional, white, puffy
Strategic glamour
ily’s roots back to the Blata
sleeve shirts worn by both
Ladies didn’t waste their
area of Bohemia. Starting at
men and women, were made
ribbon, beads, or embroidery.
a young age, girls from this
While the skirts and aprons
from all-square or all-rectangle
area would sew hundreds of
were ornately decorated, no
sewing
tiny seed beads onto their kroj,
patterns. time or material was wasted
making intricate designs on
under the apron. The front of
This
their aprons, blouses, vests, and
made
the kroj skirts were traditionshawls. The hope was that they
ally plain fabric that were kept
for easy
would have a beautiful kroj
covered by fancy aprons.
sewing,
when it was time for them to
but also
Decorative arm bands and
marry.
allowed other fancy add-ons were usuNote: The Slovaks tended to
for the
ally tacked on for easy removal
use more embroidery to decopuffedto allow for washing.
rate kroje instead of seed beads.
Puffy sleeves
up

When the man married, the
feathers on his hat were ceremoniously cut short to signify
his married status.

Enlightening young children
through multiage instruction.
Leading young hearts to Christ.
507-364-7383 • mosthrs.org

APPLIANCES

Kolacky Days Celebration
Supporting Kolacky Days for over 28 years!

HRS

Co-Sponsor of

Proud Co-Sponsor of

Outdoor Movie
on Thursday, July 26

9 PM

(South of TCU Middle School)

Kiddie
Parade

Saturday, July 28
Memorial Park

10 AM

JOIN US FOR GOLF!
14th Annual Tournament

August 3, 2018 – 4 Person Scramble

Montgomery National Golf Course – Noon Start!

Only $85 a golfer! Includes: T-shirt, prizes & dinner!

Register a team or individual
by calling 364-5105

FLOORING
MATTRESSES
FURNITURE
TVS
ACCESSORIES
& MORE
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Tastebuds, rejoice

Lisa Ingebrand
Montgomery Messenger
From freshly baked kolacky to barbecued ribs and
crispy fried onion rings, Kolacky Days is delicious.
A variety of local and commercial vendors be serving up good eats all weekend. Rev up your tastebuds
by reading through this list of offerings:

shakes, popcorn, soda, and water.
Edel’s Meat Market - Hamburger, cheeseburger,
brat patties, and Montgomery Brewery beer brats
(hot dog on Sunday).
Blue Loon, Marc Anderson - Buffalo cheese curds,
cream cheese wontons (plain, jalapeño, chocolate
creme or raspberry), corn dog, and foot-long corn
dog.

In the Park:

Get Smoked BBQ, Justin Malecha - Ribs, pulled
pork sandwich, and beef sticks.

Boy Scouts - Corn dogs, french fries, chili cheese
fries, pickle on a stick, milk shakes, Schwan’s ice
cream treats, root beer floats, and slushies.

Prchals - Potato dumplings with kraut, pork, reuben, rachel, turkey and swiss sandwich, and brats.

Lions - Taco in a bag, hot dog, and chili cheese dog.

Montgomery Soft Serve Ice Cream - Assorted ice
creams and candies.

Miss Czech Slovak MN Pageant - Czech meal deal
(dumplings, gravy, sauerkraut, polish sausage or
jitnice, jitrnice / polish sausage on bun or just dumplings / gravy).

Rustic Farmer - Czech hot dogs, SnoCones, Soft
Pretzels, Pickles on a Stick.

Montgomery KC Council - Ribeye steak sandwich,
hamburger, cheeseburger, and pork chop on a stick.

At Truck & Tractor Pull:

MN River Valley Lodge #6 - Pork burgers and
sweet corn.

Le Sueur County Pork Producers - Pork burger
with cheese, hot dog, chips, and candy.

Schroder Concessions - Cheese curds, onion rings,
and lemonade.

Northside Softball Field:
Lucky Four 4-H Club - Hot dogs, brats, chips, and
candy.

L & L Kabob House - Gyro sandwich (lamb or
chicken) and potato chips with cheese.
Shaved Ice - Hawaiian shaved ice.
Nella’s BBQ Truck - Pulled pork, jerk chicken, mac
and cheese, coleslaw, rice and beans.
The Snack Shack - Mini donuts, pronto pups,
tater tots (plain and loaded), and fried candy bars
(Twinkies and Oreos).
Downtown / Car Show:
TCU Wrestling Booster Club - Hamburger, cheeseburger, hot dog, double hamburger / cheeseburger,
and chips.
Arts & Heritage Center - Hot dog, ice cream, root
beer floats, and popcorn.
LaNette’s - Ice cream cones, root beer floats, milk

Keohen from 2________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

on June 26, 1991. Jake
stayed on, writing at The
New Prague Times office
before returning to Montgomery.
Jake and his wife, Kay,
retired from the funeral
home business in 2016.
Jake retired from the
newspaper business in
June, 2017.
In addition to running
the newspaper and their

business, Jake also found
time to become a member
of the Montgomery Jaycees, Knights of Columbus, Sons of the American
Legion, Montgomery
Sno-Busters, and Montgomery Golf Club Board
of Directors.
When they found out
they had received the
distinguished honor of
being chosen Kolacky

Days Grand Marshals,
they were astonished.
“Really?”
They both agreed that
while they are honored to
be in the same company
as the previous Grand
Marshall honorees, other
people in the community
are just as deserving of
the title.
“There are so many
worthy people. When I

Have a safe and fun
Kolacky Days GENCY
A
E
weekend! URANC
Bonds
Full
Service
Insurance
Agency

NS
I
K

ICE

FL

Phone Phone
507-364-79
507-364-7919

think back at the ones
who have been Grand
Marshals, they were really involved,” Jake said.
Kay added, “Are we
really deserving of the
honor?”
The several nominations the Community
Club received certainly
indicate they are.
“I feel Jake and Kay
are deserving of being

named Kolacky Days
‘Grand Marshals’ based
on their years of serving our community and
for their overall love of
Montgomery and its
residents who many are
close friends. They are
very proud of our community and wear their
feelings ‘on their sleeves’
as proud, loyal Montgomery residents. They

Congratulations Montgomery
on your 84th Annual Kolacky Days!
• Residential & Commercial
• Heating & A/C
• Plumbing
• Refrigeration
We Service Most
Equipment Brands

of Montgomery, Inc.

100
ELMAVENUE
AVENUE
WEST
WEST
100 ELM
MONTGOMERY,
MINNESOTA
56069
MONTGOMERY, MINNESOTA 56069

are passionate about
our annual celebration
and proud supporters of
Kolacky Days and what
it stands for,” wrote one
nominator.
Another wrote, “We
believe this couple is
deserving of this honor
for their many years of
involvement in the affairs
of the City of Montgomery.”

Dean D. Stasney
13224 Le Sueur Ave. • Montgomery, MN
507-364-5060 • www.myroyalcomfort.com

White Front Saloon

(QMR\WKHZHHNHQG
JUHDWVHOHFWLRQRI
.RODFN\UROOVEXQV
FRRNLHVFDNHVDQG
ZHGGLQJFDNHV
IURP

301 1st St. S, Montgomery • 507-364-9393

CELEBRATE KOLACKY DAYS!
Stop in for our “Best in 17 Counties”
Bloody Marys!
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Happy 84th

Kolacky Days!
320 First St. S, Montgomery
Metro (507) 364-7944
Carpet - Ceramic - Vinyl
Wood - Laminate

Whether refreshing old or buying new, it’s an easy choice for you!

Czech us out for
Montgomery Brewing Craft Beer on tap!

Charlie
Sticha
Band

Saturday
,
July 28
2-6 pm

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS: M-F ~ 4-6 pm
Open at 8 am Saturdays and 10 am Sunday - Friday
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Music in Memorial Park

From oldies to rock, your toes will be tapping
Music is a big part of Kolacky Days’ fun, and this year’s line up of bands is sure
to get you up and dancing or at least toe-tapping! The tunes will start at 6 p.m.
Friday night and will fill Montgomery’s Memorial Park Saturday afternoon and
evening and will continue from 1:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. on Sunday.

Memorial Park. The local band is well known for playing classic rock-and-roll and
country favorites.
At 6 p.m. Saturday night, Larry Novotny and the Novotny Trio will take the
stage in Memorial Park and will perform toe-tapping polka music until 8 p.m. as
part of Kolacky Days’ Old Time Music in the Park.
Simone (from the Czech Republic) and the Trouba Troubadours will provide live
The band Jumpin’ at the Woodside will kick off Kolacky Days’ musical performusic at the Rustic Farmer on Main, 209 First Street, on Saturday, from 6 to 9 p.m.
mances Friday night, July 27, from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. at Memorial Park. You can
Pop ROCKS will claim the Memorial Park stage from 9 p.m. until 12:30 a.m. The
expect a variety of music and a good time.
group combines the music of a DJ, the theatrics of a Broadway musical, and the
The Blue Ringers, a regional cover band, will take over the stage in Memorial
live energy of an arena rock extravaganza to deliver a night of entertainment you
Park at 8:30 p.m. and will perform until 12:30 a.m. The band is known for its excel- won’t forget! The high energy show features the biggest dance party hits, includlent “get up and dance and drink” music.
ing throwback hip-hop, pop country, party rock, and timeless classics. Pop ROCKS
has headlined throughout the midwest and has also performed for U.S. troops in
Europe and the Middle East.
The Old Time Musicians’ Jamboree will be hosted by Tom Goetzinger in
Memorial Park from 12:30 p.m. until 3 p.m. This special program was added to the
Kolacky Days’ lineup in 1984 to encourage people to get up and dance, listen, and
Swing into the Kolacky Days fun on Sunday with music from The Charlie Sticha
sing along to the area’s most popular ethnic music.
Band in Memorial Park from 1:30 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. The band performs a variThe Nite Time Boogie Band will start rocking at 3:30 p.m. on Saturday in
ety of polka, waltz and country music.

Friday night

Saturday

Sunday

Members of the Blue Ringers include (left to right): Joel Pfeifer,
Brad Metter, Crista Bohlmann, Jon Colton, and Tom Little.

The Nite Time Boogie Band is made up of Larry Jindra,
Al Duban, Scott Duban, and Pat Stewig.

CHARLIE
STICHA
BAND

POLKA
TIME!
PopROCKS is sure to entertain!

201 First Street South, Montgomery

507.364.5000
NW of Shield’s Lake
off Highway 21

Kolacky Days...
Then and Now
Current photos from Sarah Dolejs
and hundreds from the archives of
the Montgomery Messenger

Est. 196
0

Kolacky Days Hours:
Thursday, July 26 • 2-5 pm
Friday, July 27 • 2-5 pm

Krenik’s
Y
TR

Homemade Dinner
Done To Perfection!
Pork, Dumplings,
Gravy and Sauerkraut

Prepacked
Dinners for 4

Hours: M-F - 9-5:30 ~ Sat. 9-12~ Sun. Closed

507-364-5154

www.kreniks.com
facebook.com/kreniksmeatprocessing

Saturday, July 28 • 9 am-3 pm
Windows for Veterans
Winners announced Flag Raising Ceremony
on First Street,
Sunday, July 29 • 11 am

Pizza from the wood fired oven
will be available at the
Montgomery Brewery,
306 2nd St. NW., Saturday from
Noon - 7 p.m.
and Sunday
outside the Pizzeria
11 a.m. until the
end of the parade.
=================================================================================

SPECIAL KOLACKY
WEEK HOURS:
Wednesday & Thursday,
4-9 pm;
Friday & Saturday,
11 am-7 pm;
Sunday, 1:30-8 pm
=====================================================================

www.pizzeria201.com

All Beef Hot Dogs, Ice Cream Cones,
Rootbeer Floats, Popcorn & Kolackys.

ALL THINGS KOLACKY
GARAGE SALE
T-Shirts, hats and much,
much more!
Proﬁts for the Montgomery
Area Community Club go
toward a new city mural.

Monroe Crossing Blue Grass
coming December 15
Tickets available starting this weekend!
$15 KOLACKY DAYS SPECIAL!
$16 in advance or $20 at the door

Check out our store

for items from local vendors, European Coffee &
so much more!
Come and meet a representative from the Czech Heritage Club.

Good info & ideas!

Arts and Heritage Center of Montgomery
website: artsandheritagecenter.org
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Big Blast Inflatables

Fun for the kids

Kids of all ages will have big-time fun all weekend on large, inflatable climbers,
bouncers or obstacle courses in Memorial Park. Things start bouncing at 5 p.m.
on Friday night and will be available Saturday, starting at 10 a.m., and again on
Sunday, starting at 1 p.m.

Kolacky Baking

Let the kids get busy in the kitchen, making kolacky! There’s a new kids’ division in the famous Homemade Kolacky Baking Contest. Entries will be accepted
between 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. at Montgomery’s City Hall, 201 Ash Ave. SW. Judging
will take place at 11 a.m.

Pedal Pull

Kids ages 4 through 11 years can compete against kids from their own age group.
This is a state-sanctioned pull with the top two in each age category qualifying to
participate in the State Pedal Tractor Pull that’s held the second Saturday in September at a to-be-determined location. Each child receives a participation ribbon.

Face Painting

Touch of Magic, a professional face painting group of artists, will be making sure
you’re looking your best on Saturday. Get your face painted in Memorial Park
between noon and 4 p.m.

Swim Time
Photo courtesy of Kid Time Amusement

Jump into the fun... try the new Euro-Bungee jumper!

Get the kids jumping with Kid Time Amusement’s Euro-Bungee Experience in
Memorial Park. The exciting, high-bouncing fun will open at 5 p.m. on Friday, at 10
a.m. on Saturday, and 1 p.m. on Sunday. The Euro-Bungee Jumper allows jumpers
to get up to 26 feet in the air and do both forward and backward flips. Up to four
jumpers can play at one time. The harnesses will fit the young and old (40-pound
minimum, 200-pound maximum).

Prune Spitting

Pucker up and sign up for the U.S. National Championship of Prune Spitting! The
event will be held at 6 p.m., Friday, at Memorial Park. There’s a special kid category named “Baker’s Dozen” for those 13 years old and under. Big kids (ages 14
years and up) are grouped in with adult spitters up to age 55. Watch out! Those
prunes have been sent flying over 22 feet!

Pinewood Derby

Get ready to race! A Pinewood Derby will be held from 9 a.m. until noon at Frandsen Bank and Trust. Cars for racing will be provided, and everyone will receive a
free Hot Wheels.

Kiddie Parade

Be part of Kolacky Days’ 60th Annual Kiddie Parade at 10 a.m. on Saturday! Kids
12 years old and younger are invited to participate. It’s free! Print off and fill out an
entry form (available at montgomerymn.org) and register for the event in Memorial Park, between 9:45 a.m. and 9:55 a.m. Turn in your form when you register. The
first 30 kids will receive participation award packs. Dress for the fun! No motorized vehicles. *Late entries will be accepted, but will not be guaranteed a participation award pack.

Chalk it Up

All kids are welcome to help decorate the sidewalk with beautiful chalk drawings
Saturday morning, July 28, starting at 10:30 a.m. outside the Montgomery Public
Library.

The TCU pool will be open from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. for a special Kolacky Saturday
Swim Time and again from 7 p.m. until 9 p.m. Admission is $3.

Kids’ Race

On your mark, get set, go! The Kolacky Days Kids’ Race starts Sunday morning,
July 29 at 1st St. North (by Center Stage Dance). Racers 10 to 12 years old will start
at 11:30 a.m. Ages 8 to 9 years will start at 11:35 a.m., and racers age 7 and under
will start at 11:40 a.m. Boys and girls run together. Register online. Walk-up registration opens at 10:30 a.m. The cost is $5 per person for pre-registration or $10 per
person for late or walk-up registration.

Photography Contest

Budding photographers age 17 and
younger, can submit photos of their
favorite moments of the weekend
for a chance to win prizes! Contest
rules and entry forms are available at www.montgomerymn.org.
Images and entry forms must be
submitted before noon on Thursday,
August 23 to kolackydays@gmail.
com.

Kolacky Eating Contest

Boys and girls ages 12 and under
can eat kolacky to win a medal!
Each entrant will be timed on eating
three kolackys from Franke’s Bakery
and the first to completely consume
all three kolackys in the fastest time
Submitted Photo
and yell “Kolacky Days” will be
deemed the winner. There is no reg- The three blind mice took first place in one
istration fee. Contest starts at 3 p.m. of Kolacky Days’ Kiddie Parades. Pictured
(left to right): Marissa Schleis and Krystle,
at the Memorial Park stage.
Kyle, and Kassy Schleis.

New at the Parade - Jarda and Jitka!

Wade Young
Montgomery Messenger
There will be a couple
of new entries in this
year’s Kolacky Days
Grand Day Parade. One
will be the appearance
of Jarda and Jitka from
Czech and Slovak Sokol
Minnesota .
These 10-foot tall puppets will be in the parade,
thanks to Rustic Farmer
who is sponsoring their
appearance. Owner Julie
Bifano said she saw them
on display at Sokol during
a visit two years ago. She
said she needed a kroj for
Montgomery’s first May
Day celebration and went
to Sokol for assistance.
It was there she “met”
the paper mâché couple.
“I was so taken aback
by them, and the Sokol
board told me they can do
parades, and I thought,

About the puppets
• Owned by Czech and
Slovak Sokol Minnesota
• Sponsored in Kolacky
Days Parade by Rustic
Farmer
• They stand around 10
feet tall
• Heads are approximately 3 feet long and
2.5 feet wide
• Takes 3 people to
operate each one, with
others to swap out and
give breaks.
• More than 300 pounds
of clay was used to
make molds for faces
and hands
• Using paper mâché,
ten layers of newspaper
and paper bag strips
were placed over the
clay forms.
• Each layer took 24
hours to dry
• Body structures were
built using PVC pipe.
• They are wearing
modified kyjovsky kroj
from Moravia, which
were custom sewn.

that it would be a great
thing to have Jarda and
Jitka in the parade to
encapsulate the heritage.
Jarda and Jitka will
come to Montgomery
with several stipulations.
Bifano and fellow Rustic Farmer owner Scott
Stasney will have to
be trained before pick-

ing them up on how to
operate them. They also
need to provide eight to
10 people to operate the
two puppets during the
parade.
If temperatures get too
hot, Jarda and Jitka are
not allowed to “walk” in
the parade and need to
move via a trailer.

Welcome Visitors to Kolacky Days!
I want to bring them to
Kolacky Days!” she said.
Over the course of
two years, Bifano had to
convince the Sokol board
to allow the oversized
marionettes to come to
Montgomery. They are
protected from damage

and harm and aren’t
allowed to attend just any
event.
“The puppets have
godmothers, Sokol Hall
members, who protect
them and fix them and
look over them. There’s
maintenance to these

guys,” she said. “The
decision to get them here
was long because all of
the members on the board
had to agree,” she said.
Bifano explained that
Montgomery was celebrating the Czech Slovak
Century 1918-2018 and

Kolacky Days 2018

Wishing everyone a happy
weekend of celebration!
Warnemunde Law Office
400 1st Street South, Montgomery

507-364-8611

• Czech Baked Goods
• Czech Style Hotdogs
• Pickles on a Stick
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on your 84th Kolacky Days!
• The Full Monty
Bloody Mary
• PinaKolacky
• Rustic Spiced
Cherry Coke

209 FIRST ST. S • MONTGOMERY

Rustic Farmer on Main

12 • July 26, 2018 • Kolacky Days Festival & Event Guide 2018

The "Kolacky Days Festival and Event Guide" is also available online at

www.montgomerymnnews.com
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R & R Metalworks, Inc.
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Specializes in Aluminum,
Stainless and Mild Steel
Welding and Fabrications.

601 4th St. NW,
Montgomery, MN 56069
www.rrmetalinc.com

364-75451
7
0
5
:
e
Phon 07-364-755
Fax: 5
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Photo by Marisa Rotter

Charge your phones or your cameras for this year’s Kolacky Days Photo Contest.
Pictured is the People’s Choice Award winner from 2017 by Marisa Rotter.

Capture the
Kolacky Days moments
for annual contest

Your image is the focus of the annual
Kolacky Days Photo Contest.
A picture is worth 1,000 words, and
the Montgomery Area Community Club
wants you to capture them all in their
Kolacky Days Photo Contest.
There are five categories:
• Traditional Czech Dress (children,
families, or adults dressed in traditional
Czech dress)
• Kolacky Days Parade (capture the
experience of the parade)
• Activities and Events of Kolacky
Days (A fun memory of one of Kolacky
Day’s events)
• Food Art
• Photos by Youth (photographers age
17 and younger).

There will be three place winners in
each category, and an overall People’s
Choice Award Winner. All will receive
Monty Bucks prizes.
All entries must be submitted by
Thursday, Aug. 23, 2018 by 11:59 p.m.
CST.
Judging will be done by the Montgomery Area Community Club Executive Board. All photos will be judged on
impact, image quality, composition and
the storytelling effect for how well they
capture and represent Kolacky Days.
Submission should be dropped off or
mailed to the Montgomery Area Community Club office at 206 1st St. S, or
emailed to kolackydays@gmail.com
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MUST BE CURRENT SUBSCRIBER

Stop in for all of your grocery needs.

Congratulations
to the 2018
Grand Marshals
Jake & Kay
Keohen
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MAYO CLINIC HEALTH SYSTEM
RUHLAND ELECTRIC INC.
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ARTS & HERITAGE CENTER OF MONTGOMERY
CASEY’S GENERAL STORE | CENTER STAGE DANCE
DVORAK ACCOUNTING & TAX LLC
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NEIL & KAREN VLASA
$
WWW.KOLACKYDAYS.COM
celebration and we realize how much we are dependent upon
CITY OF
MONTGOMERY
www.mackenthuns.com
SCOTT ADAMEK - RE/MAX | R
your good will and assistance!
Zlatý (Gold) Sponsors
FITNESS
COLLEGE CITY BEVERAGE | FRANKE’S BAKERY
2SNAP
CHICKS
&visit
A| STADSTAD
BROOM, LP
If you are interested in sponsoring or volunteering,
please
$500
105 Boulevard Avenue, NW, Montgomery, MN 56069
information.
LANETTE'S
COFFEE & IN
AGING SERVICES
MONTGOMERY BREWING COMPANY WWW.KOLACKYDAYS.COM for more OAM
FOOD & FUEL | KENNET
BISEK INTERIORS & BISEK’S STEAM & CLEAN
AMERICAN
LEGION
POS
LE CENTER
FLORAL
|N&
MONTGOMERYJEFF
MESSENGER
/
SUEL
PRINTING
BELZER’S | CORNERSTONE STATE BANK
JOHN
GRIMM, CHAMBE
ENTER
MONTGOMERY
PEPSIFRANDSEN
COLA OF
MANKATO
BANK & TRUST | HERO'S TIMING
CZECH
HAPPY MISS
HOUR
BARSLOVAK
| DR.
DRUG THRIFTY
R & HERRMANN
R METALWORKS,
INC.WHITE PHARMACY
POSY FLORAL & GIFTS | W

14 • July 26, 2018 • Kolacky Days Festival & Event Guide 2018

Kolacky Days - part of
Czech Slovak Century celebration

The Kolacky Capital of the World will
be celebrating the annual Kolacky Days
this weekend with three days of events
lined up for all ages.
Part of the festival this year celebrates
and includes information on a national and international celebration of the
Czech and Slovak Century 1918-2018,
a year-long celebration of the 100-year
birth of Czechoslovakia, 50-year anniversary of the Prague Spring Reform
Movement, and 25-year anniversary of
the independent countries of Slovakia
and Czech Republic.
Community members, elected
officials and Czech organization leaders from New Prague, Montgomery,
Lonsdale and Veseli have been meeting
since May, 2017 to plan commemorative
events.
In Montgomery, Masopust kicked off
Czech and Slovak Century in our area.
Events continue during Kolacky Days:
• Enhanced genealogy displays by
the Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International (CGSI) that promotes
genealogical research and with the hope
of creating an interest in ancestry and
heritage among descendants of ethnic groups who comprised the former
nation of Czechoslovakia, including
Bohemian (Czech), German-Bohemian (Bohmisch), Hungarian, Moravian,
Ruthenian (Rusyn), Silesian, Slovakian,
and those of Jewish ancestry.
Along with CGSI, The Czech Heritage
Club will have their booth at Memorial
Park on Saturday, July 28 from 9 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. With internet access, people
can begin researching their ancestry.
If you don’t complete your search,
you can visit the booth at Lonsdale’s
Community Days and/or Dozinky in
New Prague.
• Souvenir Buttons for sale at the
Kolacky Stand. Organizers are asking
for a minimum of $3 donation. Flyers on
the Czech Slovak Century will also be
available.
• Marit Lee Kucera, Honorary Consul
to the Czech Republic for Minnesota,
Iowa, North Dakota and South Dakota
will be in the Grand Day Parade, along
with Fred Simon (publicity chair) and
George Mikiska (genealogy and mass

chair).
• The exclusive release of Soleté Pivo
(Century Beer) at the Montgomery
Brewery Company at 4 p.m. This is a
pilsner-style Czech beer.
• The Rustic Farmer will feature the
SOKOL giant puppets, Jarda and Jitka in
the Grand Day Parade.
• The Classic Car show will feature
the Skoda Auto, and the Kolacky Button
has the Czech Republic flag displayed
for the first time since 1951 when it was
still Czechoslovakia to name a few.
Many other events will take place
during the year to commemorate the
Czech and Slovak Century 1918-2018.
The year-long celebration culminates in
Czech Country on October 27-28 when
there will be cemetery tours for Montgomery, New Prague, Lonsdale and
Veseli cemeteries. The starting point will
be the Arts and Heritage Center where
people can pick up a souvenir booklet
and listing of the immigrant graves by
cemetery.
Another event will be on Sunday,
Oct. 28 that will kick off with a Czech
Mass at St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church
in New Prague at 1 p.m. Bishop Peter Esterka, originally from the Czech
Republic, will be the celebrant who will
give the Mass in Czech, with the homily
in English.
After Mass, the celebration moves to
The Parish Activity Center (PAC) for
a battle of the bands, Domaci Dance
performances, Czech and Slovak foods,
“Leaving Czechoslovakia” traveling
exhibit, visiting dignitaries and Czech
Century Beer. Cookbooks will be for
sale, and up to 15 vendors will also have
items for sale. Children’s activities and
souvenir buttons will be available.
There will be no admission to the
Sunday’s events. A free-will donation
will be accepted.
Donations are welcome
The Montgomery Arts and Heritage
Center is serving as the Montgomery
event’s fiscal agent. Donations can be
made to the Center and noted for Czech
100. They can be sent to Jean Keogh,
Czech 100 Committee Chair, 203 N.
Circle Drive, Montgomery, MN 56069.

Czech Slovak Century events
Lonsdale Community Days
August 10 - 12

Rooted in Time: An Architect for All Seasons
August 11, C.S.P.S Hall, 383 W. Michigan Street, St. Paul

2018 Czech Heritage Festival
August 12, Bechyn, MN

Annual Sokol Minnesota Booya Picnic

August 12, 12 - 5 p.m., Sokol Camp, 19201 Woodland Acres, Pine City

Czech and Slovak Festival

September 16, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m., C.S.P.S. Hall

Dožínky

New Prague, September 21 - 22

Czech Centennial Gala
September 28, Chicago

Genealogy with George Mikiska

Czech Heritage Club monthly meeting, 7-9 p.m., New Prague

Czech and Slovak Century 1918-2018

Czech Country Minnesota (Montgomery, Lonsdale, Veseli and New Prague)
(Events subject to change.
Check www.czechslovakcentury.org for up-to-date information.)

Vitáme Vás!

Bienvenidos

We Welcome You
We are proud to be a part of Montgomery.
Welcome Kolacky Day visitors and workers who come to us
from all parts of the United States.

Have a safe, enjoyable weekend!

Seneca Foods Corp.

600 5th St. SE • Montgomery • 507-364-8641

