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LAGER’S USED CAR FACTORY

As Always, Where The Vans Are!

JUST A SAMPLE, OVER 100 FULLY INSPECTED PRE-OWNED VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM!

YOUR JEEP 4X4 HEADQUARTERS!  27 TO CHOOSE FROM!

 7002-20A

2019 RAM 1500 CREW LARAMIE 4X4
HTD&COOLED-LTHR, REM-START,

5.7L HEMI

$37,888

 207-20

2019 CHRYSLER 300 LIMITED AWD
HTD LTHR, PANORAMIC SUNRF

300HP V6, 26K MILES

$22,975

 8149-20A

2010 DODGE CHARGER SXT 
3.5L HO, REM-START, PWLS, 

ONLY 75,889 MILES

$7,999

 140-20

2019 PACIFICA LIMITED 
SUNROOF, NAV, LOADED

22K MILES

$30,888

 6008-20A

2017 KIA SEDONA EX
8-PASSENGER, LTHR, REAR CAM

50K MILES

$19,975

 169-20A

2013 FORD EXPLORER 4X4
3.5L, 3RD ROW SEAT, TOW

FULLY INSPECTED

$10,250

 7018-20A

2011 DODGE DURANGO AWD
3RD ROW SEAT, PWLS, CLOTH

FULLY INSPECTED

$11,999

 199-20B

2016 CHEVY EQUINOX LTZ
NAV, SUNROOF, HTD-LTHR

72K MILES

$14,888

 7236-19A

2015 FORD F-150 SUPERCREW 4X4
LARIAT, LTHR, SUNRF,
5.0L V8,    66K MILES

$30,495

 225-20

2019 GRAND CHEROKEE UPLAND
BLACK WHEELS, HTD-SEATS, REM-START

14K MILES

$32,888

 221-20

2019 JEEP CHEROKEE TRAILHAWK
HTD-LTHR, REM-START,REAR-CAM

IT’S ALMOST NEW!!! ONLY 5,080 MILES

$26,888

 123-20

2019 JEEP COMPASS LATITUDE
HTD-LTHR, REM-START, REAR CAM

29K MILES

$20,750

 127-20

2019 GRAND CARAVAN SXT
LTHR, REAR-CAM, PWR-DOORS, 

STO-N-GO; LOW MILES

AS LOW AS$18,4959 TO CHOOSE FROM 

 108-20

2019 JEEP COMPASS SPORT 4X4
HTD-SEATS, REM-START, REAR CAM 

STARTING AT$17,9996 TO CHOOSE FROM 

 121-20

2018-2019 JEEP COMPASS LIMITED 4X4
NAV, HTD-LTHR, REM-START, SUNRF 

STARTING AT$20,99510 TO CHOOSE FROM 
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Thomas E. Eisert
Mayor of Montgomery
 Greetings from the kolacky capital of 
the world! 
 Although the 86th annual Kolacky 
Day’s celebration will be seen different-
ly in 2020, we welcome you to celebrate 
with us in a variety of virtual events. 
The Montgomery Area Community 
Club has once again put together an ex-
citing schedule. From virtual marathons 

to puzzle competitions, there’s surely something for every-
one. 
 We will miss seeing all of you and look forward to 2021’s 
traditional schedule. 
	 Even	in	these	difficult	times,	Montgomery	unites	to	cele-
brate its traditions and heritage.  
 Join us virtually, be safe and have fun! 

Vítáme Vás! 
(We Welcome You!)

Mayor’s Welcome

Eisert

Lisa Ingebrand 
Montgomery Messenger 
 Max Lindorfer, stay-at-home-dad, who dabbles 
in design and illustration in the evenings, is 
the designer of the 2020 Kolacky Days 
button. 
 Lindorfer resides in south 
Minneapolis with his wife, Drew, and 
their two daughters, ages 7 and 2. 
 “My wife works with Kolacky 
Days luminary, Tom Washa, who 
told me his hometown of 
Montgomery hosted an amazing 
festival named for delicious pastry. 
When I found out I could design a 
button for the event I knew I couldn’t 
pass up the chance,” explained 
Lindorfer, who holds a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts degree from the University of 
Minnesota.  
 After a little research into Montgomery 
and Kolacky Days’ long history, Lindorfer found 
plenty to work with and got busy designing. 

 His design was one of eight button designs submit-
ted to the Montgomery Area Community Club 
(MACC) last fall. 

 In November, MACC members voted for 
their favorite design, and Lindorfer’s red-

white-and-blue design featuring a lady 
holding a plate of kolacky won.
 “Of course, the colors are from 
the Czech flag, and the festival royalty 
in their fabulous dresses were big 
inspirations,” he stated. “Looking 
back through the years of button 
designs I was drawn to the hand let-
tering and illustrations on many of 
them. Hopefully, I was able to capture 

some of their charm.”
 For his efforts, Lindorfer will 

receive $100 in Monty Bucks, a Kolacky 
Days t-shirt, a limited edition oversized 

collectible Kolacky Days button bearing his 
design, and the excitement of seeing his design 

all over 86th Annual Kolacky Days’ items.

Czech flag, queens inspire button design

Max Lindorfer



Grand Marshals ‘Buck’ & Gladys Zahratka

A tip of the red hat kicks off virtual Kolacky Days

Kolacky Days 
Grand Marshals 

1958-2020
Every spring since 1958, the Montgomery Area Community Club 

takes nominations for the Kolacky Days Grand 
Marshal.	These	individuals	have	played	a	significant	role	
in the development and success of the Montgomery area. 

1958 - Mateji David

1959 - Carl Fischer

1960 - Dr. Fred Westerman 

1961 - F.J. Turek

1962 - P.X. Kennedy

1963 - Emma Mladek & 
 Lil Charles

1964 - Emil & Mary Franke 

1965 - Queen of Snows 
 Carla Augst & Grand-  
father August Augst

1966 -  Elmer Westerman

1967 -  Judge Frank M. Turek 

1968 -  Joe G. Hruby

1969 -  Richard Mikiska

1970 -  Linus & Mary Ulbricht 

1971 -  Jim Zelenka

1972 -  George & Ceil Feipel 

1973 -  Dr. Henry Kucera

1974 -  Leatta Trnka

1975 -  Helen C. Keohen

1976 -  Ronald Novotny 

1977 -  Frank & Ella Wisdorf 

1978 -  Milton & Helen   
 Bentley

1979 - W.J. & Al Krenik 

1980 - Don & Rose Sweeney

1981 - John & Margaret Ziska

1982 - Ed & Eleanor 
           Berninghaus

1983 - C.J. & Helen Korbel 

1984 - Lloyd & Helen Richter 

1985 - Joe & Franny Kohout 

1986 - Babe Sery

1987 - Jerry & Mary Ann 
           Ruhland

1988 - Ed & Dorothy Herman 

1989 - Al & Rita Vlasak 

1990 - Elroy & Armella   
 Mladek

1991 - Blanche Zellmer

1992 - Glen & Marge Flicek 

1993 - Mike & Ramona   
 McGuire 

1994 - Glenn & Tatty Malone 

1995 - Butch & Jule Franke 

1996 - Emmanuel & Betty   
 Vikla

1997 - Jerome & Noreen   
 Schleis

1998 - Lorraine "Tiny" Dvorak 

1999 - Clarence & Dorothy 
 Hruby

2000 - Jerry & Cathy 
 Herrmann

2001 - Andy & Mary 
 Regenscheid 

2002 - Larry & Karen Parsons

2003 - Emma Pomije 

2004 - Leonard & Joan 
 Ouradnik 

2005 - Jerry & Lorraine David 

2006 - Chuck & Berneice   
 Kasper 

2007 - Ed & Mary Blumhoefer 

2008 - Roger & Mary Ann   
 Heyda 

2009 - Ralph & Doris 
 Hendrickson 

2010 - Garie & Berlyn Teig 

2011 - John Grimm

2012 - Bill & Cheryl Marek 

2013 - Dave & Mary King 

2014 - Ruhland family of      
 Ruhland Electric, 
 Gary, Dale, and Bob 
 Ruhland & Mary 
 Ruhland Tupy 

2015 -  Steve & Bonnie Flicek 

2016 -  Bob & Barb Rotter

2017 -  Bob & Lisbeth   
 Janovsky
2018 -  Jake & Kay Keohen
2019 - Jim & Patti Mladek
2020 - Gladys & Buck Zahratka

Wade Young 
Montgomery Messenger
 For close to a quarter of a 
century, Arnold “Buck” Zah-
ratka	 finished	 the	 Kolacky	
Days Bun Run - not as a run-
ner, but as race helper.
 Wearing his Czech vest and 
signature red hat decorated 
with Kolacky Days buttons, 
Buck would follow the last 
runner in his red scooter and 
assist anyone who couldn’t 
make it or needed a break. 
 “He’d usually drop them 
off at the end of Main Street 
so	they	could	finish	the	race,”	
said his son, Zeke. 
 Even though Montgomery 
is not celebrating in-person 
for the 86th Annual Kolacky 
Days, the Montgomery Area 
Community Club is still rec-
ognizing two people who 
have played a big part in the 
community over the years. 
Buck, soon to be 95 years 
young, and his wife, Glad-
ys, 88, have been named the 
Grand Marshals of the 86th 
annual “virtual” Kolacky 
Days.
 The couple are lifelong 
residents of Montgomery. 
 Buck attended St. Rapha-
el Catholic School in Mont-
gomery (currently Most 
Holy Redeemer School) and 
studied at Montgomery High 
School for two years, before 
he was drafted at 18 years old 
and began basic training at 
Camp Blanding, Florida.
 He was then transferred 
to Camp Butner, North Car-
olina, where he received ad-
ditional training and showed 
proficiency		as	an	expert	rifle-
man, machine gunner, hand 
grenadier, and with using a 
bayonet. He was then trans-

ferred to Camp Atterbury, 
Indiana, and was assigned to 
the 106th Infantry Division - 
424th Regiment. 
 Buck proudly served his 
country in England, France, 
Germany, Belgium, (histor-
ic Battle of the Bulge) and 
parts of the United States. 
He separated from his active 
duty on March 16, 1946, and 
was discharged with the rank 
of Private First Class and 
numerous honors, includ-
ing: An American Campaign 
Medal, a Bronze Star, Euro-
pean African Middle Eastern 
Campaign Medal, Army of 
Occupation Medal, World 
War	 II	medal,	 an	Efficiency,	
Honor and Fidelity Medal, a 
Lifetime Membership in the 
106th Infantry Division As-
sociation, and a Good Con-
duct Medal. 
 When he returned to Mont-

gomery, Buck focused on 
completing his education, 
and worked at the Ford and 
Chevy Dealerships. 
 One day, in his mid-20s, 
Buck noticed Gladys walking 
down the street. Buck was 
with a friend, who bet him he 
couldn’t “pick her up.”
 Buck won the bet - and 
then some! He and Gladys 
were married on February 
26, 1949, at Holy Redeem-
er Church. The couple had 
three children, Keith “Zeke”, 
Linda Stadstad, and Arnold 
Jr., six grandchildren, seven 
great-grandchildren, and one 
great-great grandchild.
 He also opened and operat-
ed	Buck’s	City	Service,	a	fill-
ing station that was located in 
the building now occupied by 
American Family Insurance 
on First Street from 1954 to 
1960.
 He opened Buck’s Tavern 
and operated it from 1960 to 
1965, after which he began a 
30-plus year career with Al-
exander Road Construction 
out of Apple Valley. He re-
tired in 1987. 
 Throughout their lives, 
Buck and Gladys have served 
their community. Buck has 
been a member of both the 
American Legion and Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars service 
clubs for more than 70 years 
and is a charter member of 
the combined American Le-
gion and VFW Honor Guard. 
 Gladys worked at Munsin-
gwear until it closed, and 
volunteered at many blood 

drives.
 She then worked at Green 
Giant in Montgomery until 
she retired in 2002. 
 Like Buck, Gladys was 
active with veterans, being a 
member of the VFW Wom-
en’s Auxiliary and the Holy 
Redeemer CCW. 
 Buck has also been ac-
tive in the snowmobile club, 
teaching training and safety 
to the area youth.
 Over the decades in Mont-
gomery, the couple were 
members of Holy Redeemer 
Parish, the Historical Society 
and volunteers at different 
stands during the Kolacky 
Days Festival.
 Unlike past years, Kolacky 
Days will look different this 
year due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. There won’t be 
any crowds or car shows.
 Big parades will be absent.
 The Bun Run will be held 
virtually and individually 
this year. It will not include 
Buck bringing up the rear on 
his red scooter and traditional 
self-painted red hat for run-
ner assistance. 
 It also won’t see the Grand 
Marshals out and about due 
to pandemic, but Buck plans 
to celebrate and represent 
virtually — with his red hat 
and Czech vest. 
 “We are very humbled and 
honored for being nominated 
and chosen as Grand Mar-
shals,” Buck stated. “We are 
very proud to be a part of the 
Montgomery community and 
our Czech heritage.”
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Arts & Heritage 
Center

Arts and Heritage Center of Montgomery
website: artsandheritagecenter.org

Updated Mural Revealed
Visit the updated Mural across from Franke’s Bakery. 

 It will be hung with pride on Thursday, July 23. 
We are excited to bring this updated reflection 

of our community back to life for years to come!!

Kolacky Days Hours:
Thursday, July 23 • 2-5 pm

Friday, July 24 • 2-5 pm
Saturday, July 25 • 9 am-2 pm

Remember to stop by to see 
the Queen Pictures and 

visit our store!!

Display:  Salute to Youth in 4H and FFA 

SCAVENGER HUNT
Participate in our Scavenger Hunt identifying 

12 unique community features. Check website, FB 
or pick up form at the center starting July 16.

Turn in completed form for a $1 coupon to 
Franke’s and correct forms are eligible for a 

Monty-Buck drawing.

Celebrating Farmers 
& Agriculture Art Display
Judged winners will be announced Saturday, July 25 

on FB Live on the AH and MACC pages. 
Take time to see the 22 pieces of art honoring our 

history of agriculture. Maps and People’s Choice Award 
Ballots available at AH Center, Posy Floral, Herrmann 

Thrifty White Drug, Franke’s Bakery or LaNette’s.

Celebrating Farmers & Agriculture

Send well-wishes to 
Buck and Gladys Zahratka!

399 Lexington Ave. NW
Apt. 107

Montgomery, MN 56069

Wade Young Photo

Buck and Gladys Zahratka are this year’s Kolacky Days Grand Marshals. They are 
pictured in front of Traditions of Montgomery.

Submitted Photo

In his later years, Buck Zahratka traded his red scooter 
for a golf cart to help tired runners in the Bun Run.



Wade Young
Montgomery Messenger
 Despite limitations due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, Kolacky Days will name new 
royal ambassadors at the annual Kolacky 
Days Queen Pageant, on Friday, July 24.
 Because of the restrictions from the 
Minnesota Department of Health to limit the 
spread of the virus, the pageant will look 
vastly different this year. 
 According to Pageant Chair Dawn 
Anderson, it will be held in the Tri-City 
United High School Performing Arts Center 
in a modified format with live judges. This 
will include all three portions of the compe-
tition - interview, talent and evening gown.
 However, a limited number of people will 
be allowed, and there won’t be an opening 
dance number.
 “Each candidate and royalty member will 
be allowed up to five people in the audience 
during the talent and evening gown portion 
of the competition, and will be asked to 
comply with social distancing regulations,” 
Anderson stated. “The school has gracious-
ly provided us with classroom space for the 
candidates to use, each one individually, in 
order to meet guidelines for social distanc-
ing. The locker rooms will not be used for 
changing or makeup.”
 Anderson said since the audience will be 
so limited this year, the pageant committee 
will record the entire pageant and will make 
it available via a link on the Kolacky Days 
website, www.montgomerymn.org. 
 “We will also be live-streaming the 
crowning portion of the pageant,” she added. 
“Watch Facebook and the Kolacky Days 
website for more information on this portion 
of the pageant.”

Marissa Gare
 Marissa is the daughter of Joshua and 
Linda Gare of Montgomery. She has three 
sisters, Bailey, Autumn and Caitlyn Gare.
 At Tri-City United High School, Marissa 
is active in many different things, including 
National Honor Society, Track and Field, 
Basketball, FFA, Encore, World Empower-
ment Team, and church choir.
 Marissa also loves music, because her 
family is very involved in musical activities.
 “I love to sing and I take part in many 
different musical productions by either 
Curtain Call Theatre or my high school,” 
she said. “One of my favorite things to do is 
hangout with my family and friends.”
 After she graduates in 2021, Marissa 
plans to become a veterinarian.
 For her talent, Marissa will sing a song.
 Marissa said her favorite Kolacky Days 
event or activity is helping the Miss Czech 
Slovak MN stand not only for the delicious 
food, but for the many fantastic people she 
gets to talk with.

Rachel Rynda
 Rachel is the daughter of Francis and 
Theresa Rynda of Montgomery. She has 
three brothers, Isaac, Noah, and Levi.
 Rachel is involved in FFA as borsht a 
chapter officer and retired region officer. 
She is also in National Honor Society, 
Tennis and Softball.
 Some of her hobbies and recreational 
activities include being a dairy ambassador 
for the American Dairy Association and 
singing in the choir at Most Holy Redeemer 
Catholic Church. 
 Outside of school and church, she likes to 
hang out with her friends, watch movies, 
play softball and tennis, be outside with her 
animals (cows and dogs), and make signs on 
canvases.
 After she graduates from TCU in 2021, 
Rachel plans on pursuing a four-year degree 
in Ag. Business.
 For her talent presentation, she plans to 
give a speech or to sing.
 Rachel’s favorite Kolacky Days event or 
activity is the parade. 
 “I have always been in the parade (some-
times even twice!) and I love to see my 
friends and family while going through the 
parade,” she said. “Either riding or walking, 
you get to wave and say ‘Hi’ to all the peo-
ple. It is awesome to see the streets full of 
people coming together.”

Nicole Sorenson
 Nicole is the daughter of Renee Sorenson 

of Montgomery. 
 In school at TCU, Nicole is in Concert 
Choir, Show Choir, Concert Band, Marching 
Band, Pep Band, and TCU theater programs 
(fall musical, One-Act Play). I had a part in 
the spring play this year before it got can-
celled.
 Outside of school, she enjoys playing 
water polo, writing, informal dancing, mak-
ing art, swimming, biking and spending 
time with friends and family, which is how 
she got into rock climbing and hiking.
 Her future plans are to attend college in 
Laramie, Wyoming with the intent of being 
a clinical psychologist.
 “I hope to travel and see everything this 
country has to offer,” she said. “I’d also love 
to get a change to go to Europe someday to 
see all the places and landmarks that my 
grandmothers saw, and find out where my 
ancestors came from.”
 Nicole’s talent will be to sing a song.
 Her favorite Kolacky Days activity has 
always been walking (or marching) in the 
parade and being in Memorial Park after-
wards with friends and family.

Chloe Triden
 Chloe Triden is the daughter of Lori 
Triden and Tim Triden and has one sibling, 
Alexa.  
 At Tri-City United Alexa is active in trap 
shooting, soccer and the competitive One-
Act play. 
 Outside of school, she like to ski, be out-
doors and exercise. She likes art of any 
kind, especially painting and drawing. 
Friends are important to her and she like 
working on home renovation projects.
 After high school in 2021, Chloe would 
like to see more of the world through travel-
ing. For her career, Chloe wants to go into 
criminal justice/law enforcement. 
 “I am looking forward to getting the right 
education and training for that job,” she 
said. “As a young kid, I have always wanted 
to help people. I have a few relatives and 
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Six to vie for Kolacky title in modified pageant 

F

Happy Kolacky Days 
from the Montgomery Staff!

Josh Farm, Deb Skluzacek, Stacy Hunt, Coley Selly

House of Insurance 
Agency

103 Oak Ave. SE, 
Montgomery, MN 56069

507-364-5511

22 S. Lexington Ave.
Le Center, MN 56057

507-357-2221

Enjoy the 86th Annual Kolacky Days virtual celebration!

Pageant to 5



family friends who work in that field, and I 
look up to them for what they have done in 
their positions.”
 In the pageant, Chloe’s talent will be 
singing.
 Her favorite activity during a regular 
Kolacky Days is the Grand Day Parade 
because it’s one of the biggest events where 
the community gets together and support 
each other.
 “It’s also lots of fun. You get to see 
what’s going on in town, schools, sports, 
clubs, events going on in Minnesota and 
local companies,” she said. “I enjoy seeing 
the royalty and fun floats! While in the 
background you get to hear the funny com-
mentator from KCHK.”
 She added the big event is also fun 
because she gets to see people, friends and 
family she hasn’t seen in a while.

Rachel Way
 Rachel Way is the fifth candidate to com-
pete for a title of Kolacky Days ambassa-
dor. She is the daughter of Tina Way and 
Chuck Way and has two sisters, Laura and 
Amanda Way.
 Rachel knows sign language and is a 
member of the American Sign Language 

Club at TCU High School. She is also a 
member of the ARTeam, National Honor 
Society and a World Empowerment Team 
leader.
 When she’s not in school, Rachel likes to 
kayak, camp, paint and play board games.
 Her future plans are to attend the 
University of Minnesota and study civil 
engineering.
 For her talent in the pageant, Rachel 
plans to demonstrate her grandmother’s 
homemade recipe of a Czech meal.
 Kolacky Days, in a non-pandemic year, 
has many events and activities that are 
Rachel’s favorite, but the one that stands 
out is the Grand Day Parade. This is a big 
event for her because her family comes 
together to celebrate their heritage.
 “My family and I always go to the parade 
early so we can snag our usual spot in front 
of the bank. It is always so much fun to see 
friends, family and community members in 
the parade with a big smile on their face,” 
she said. 

Nikaija Young
 Nikaija is the sixth candidate in this 
year’s Kolacky Days Queen Pageant. She is 
the daughter of Kurt and Christine Young of 

Le Center. She has two siblings, Trevor and 
Kaiden.
 Nikaija’s extra-curricular activities at 
TCU High School include playing volley-
ball, and member a member in the National 
Honor Society, Student Council, FFA and 
the American Sign Language Club.
 Outside of school, Nikaija’s recreational 
hobbies include playing Junior Olympic 
(JO) Volleyball, Titans Fastpitch Softball, 
and Domeball. She is a JO Volleyball 
Coach and a member of the Faribault Adult 
Volleyball League and Faribault Women’s 
Softball League.
 Other hobbies include shopping, being 
outside with friends and family, volunteer-
ing, watching and playing hockey, playing 
sports and baking.
 Nikaija’s future plans are to attend col-
lege and major in Clinical Neuropsychology. 
 At the pageant, Nikaija’s talent will be an 
original poem she wrote called, “A Walk 
Down Main Street.”
 Of the many events held during a regular 
Kolacky Days, Nikaija’s favorite is the 
Classic Car Show on Saturday mornings 
with my family.
 “I have one person on both side of the 
family what show their cars. It’s also a fun 
time to be walking down the street and stop 
to talk to people that you see,” she said. 
“Family is a big part of my life, and during 
the car show I get to see them, their cars or 
looking at other cars.”

 The scholarships that the girls have the 
opportunity to receive are:
Queen: $2,500
1st Princess: $2,000
2nd Princess: $1,500
Miss Congeniality: $1,000
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FLICEK INSURANCE AGENCY

Serving the area since 1950
LOCAL.  E

XPERIENCED.  H
ERE FOR YOU.

Why Flicek 
Insurance?

100 Elm Avenue SW, Montgomery, MN 56069
507-364-7919 (O)  •  507-364-5127 (H)  
652-594-2710 (C)  •  507-364-5049 (F)
flicekin@frontiernet.net

Peter J. Flicek, Agent 
License #12004

  www.flicekinsuranceagency.com

Kolacky Queens 
1931-2019

Beginning in 1931, the following young women have worn the crown and 
served as ambassadors for the Montgomery community:

1931—Leatta Ehmke 

1932—Irma Malone 

1933—Emma Zelenka 

1934—Gladys Peroutka 

1935—Leone 
 Hendrickson 

1936—Josephine Kukacka 

1937—Evelyn Hruby 

1938—Charlotta 
 Fitzpatrick 

1939—Arline Kline 

1940—Ethel Holicky 

1941—Betty Wondra 

1948—Gladys Soulek 

1949—Deloris Schouviller 

1950—Joan Shetka 

1951—Margaret Wesley 

1952—Pauline Miller 

1953—Donna Krocak 

1954—Mary Lois Kendall 

1955—Connie Tucholke 

1956—Gloria Miller 

1957—Joan Zahratka 

1958—Maureen Hackett 

1959—Carole Ehmke 

1960—Mary O’Regan 

1961—LaVonne Svoboda 

1962—Jean Meger 

1963—Marlaine Mellen 

1964—Louise Kohout 

1965—Joyce Vlasak 

1966—Betty Jean Corbett 

1967—Susan Pany 

1968—Rosaleen Moes 

1969—Connie O’Brien 

1970—Barbara Flicek 

1971—Carol Grimm 

1972—Kymn Harpel 

1973—Ruth David 

1974—Marilyn Lorence 

1975—Jane Shaughnessy 

1976—Tami Parsons 

1977—Laurie Odenthal 

1978—Lori Bohlman 

1979—Brenda Holomek 

1980—Kim Lang 

1981—Stephanie 
 Thornton 

1982—Sandy Marek 

1983—Anne Skluzacek 

1984—Maureen McGuire 

1985—Cyndi Scheffert 

1986—Amy Sticha 

1987—Margaret Viskocil 

1988—Connie David 

1989—Michelle Simon 

1990—Sheila Nesmoe 

1991—Christy Smisek 

1992—Jacqueline Tupy 

1993—Karina Janovsky 

1994—Micki Quance 

1995—Jessie Odenthal 

1996—Marisa Schleis 

1997—Anna Bachman 

1998—Diane Jindra 

1999—Megan McCrady

2000—Sara Krohn 

2001—Meghan Petricka 

2002—Debbie Jindra 

2003—Holly Vlasak 

2004—Paige McCrady 

2005—Samantha Barnett 

2006—Brittni Wiechmann 

2007—Jessica Barnett 

2008—Maria Deutsch 

2009—Ashlea Pan 

2010—Cassandra Kubes 

2011—Lauren Fellows 

2012—Chelsey Skluzacek 

2013—Allie Trnka 

2014—Katrina Reeder 

2015—Megan Rabenberg

2016—Lexy Malecha

2017—Anna Franek

2018—Rianna Doyle

2019—Josephine Hatlevig

2020—?
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200 1st Street South 

Montgomery, MN

507-364-5025

Enjoy the weekend 
& great selection of 
Kolacky, rolls, buns, 
cookies, cakes and 

wedding cakes
from



Andrea Nelson
Contributing writer
 Being Kolacky Days Roy-
alty comes with many re-
sponsibilities. It includes 
being Montgomery’s leading 
representatives both in the 
community and throughout 
the state. It means attending 
parades, other community 
celebrations and coronations, 
and so much more.
  The 2019 royal court did 
just	 that	—	 for	 the	first	 half	
of their reign. 
 But then, one by one, the 
events on the calendar started 
to get scratched off beginning 
in March due to the coronavi-
rus health pandemic.
 The event cancellations 
kept coming.
 As the reigning Kolacky 
Days Queen, Josephine Hat-
levig said she felt a great re-
sponsibility to her princesses 
and others to be in the fore-
front of knowing whatever 
there was to know about the 
novel virus, which over-
whelmed	at	first.	
 “I have a leadership role as 
queen and I felt I needed to 
be there, to answer questions 
(about the coronavirus),” she 
said. 
	 At	 first	 she	 thought	 the	
pandemic would work itself 
out and life as royalty would 
return to normal.
 But as more events got 
crossed off their list she be-
came more disappointed and 
sad rather than upset that the 
events she looked forward to 
attending weren’t going to 
happen.

 “It took time to understand 
and work through it,” Hat-
levig said.
 She was particularly look-
ing forward to the many pa-
rades, pageants, and commu-
nity events that were on their 
schedule for June and July. 
 “It’s been really hard,” 
Hatlevig said.
 Despite the challenges that 
the last few months have 
brought, Hatlevig is grateful 
to have the memories of her 
time as Kolacky Days Queen, 
gaining new friendships with 
her royal court, and of the 
other people that have made 
it so special for her.
 “It’s a big title to have 
around here and I feel very 
blessed to be given it,” she 

said. “It was a super great 
year and I loved going to the 
events and seeing the people 
of Montgomery both here 
and in other communities. 
It’s been great to see how 
much people are loving and 
supporting us through all of 
this.”
 Though she has been 
taught many things by hav-
ing been given this opportu-
nity, she said the number one 
thing she learned is to smile.
 “Always smile,” Hatlevig 
said. “You don’t know what 
others are going through and 
you just might help them by 
smiling.”
 Second Princess and Miss 
Congeniality Sophie Franek 
agreed that seeing others 

smile and the new people she 
met over the year are the top 
two things she will cherish.
 “It’s been fun getting to-
gether with others and to be 
with new people,” Franek 
said. 
 Aside from Kolacky Days, 
one event that did take place 
that she enjoyed the most was 
a Christmas time celebration 
in Cambridge. 
 While there, she said she 
and the other royalty got to 
attend nursing homes and 
then a school parade.
 It meant a lot to her to be 
able to sing carols and meet 
with the residents of the 
nursing home and share sto-
ries with them and see them 
smile.
 “I loved it,” Franek said.
 Like Hatlevig, Franek was 
sad when their calendar of 
events slowly dwindled from 
having multiple events in a 
weekend to nothing at all. 
 One event she was partic-
ularly excited to attend, but 

couldn’t due to its cancella-
tion because of the coronavi-
rus, was the Minnesota Miss 
Amazing Pageant in Lakev-
ille.
 This event is one where 
herself, Queen Hatlevig, and 
First Princess Victoria Souk-
up would attend without a 
“title” and spend the day pre-
paring and helping girls with 
special needs get ready for 
their pageant that evening. 
 Franek said she was look-
ing forward to being paired 
with a buddy and spending 
more time with these girls 
because they had already 
spent a little time together 
during the State Fair, and this 
event would give them more 
opportunity to bond.
 Despite this event and 
many others from happening, 
Franek said being Kolacky 
Days Royalty has changed 
her life and allowed her to 
meet many people that she 
would otherwise not have 
met.
 “It brings sadness seeing it 
come to an end in a different 
way than expected,” Franek 
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Bittersweet end for 2019 Kolacky Days royalty

The Montgomery Area Community Club would like to thank the
 following businesses & organizations for sponsoring Kolacky Days:

And a BIG THANK YOU TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS who help make the festival possible! This is truly a community 
celebration and we realize how much we are dependent upon your good will and assistance especially this year!

If you are interested in sponsoring or volunteering, please visit WWW.KOLACKYDAYS.COM for more information.

Greg Schoenbauer, licensed mortician
Milly Schoenbauer, licensed funeral director

200 Third Street SE, Montgomery, MN  56069
(507) 364-7929 

www.schoenbauerfuneralhome.com
Offering personalized funeral & cremation services and pre-arrangements

Good Luck to all the 
Kolacky Pageant Candidates

Schoenbauer Funeral Home
from

Greg Schoenbauer

320 First St. S, Montgomery
Metro (507) 364-7944

Carpet - Ceramic - Vinyl
Wood - Laminate

Whether refreshing old or buying new, it’s an easy choice for you!

 Happy 86th 
Kolacky Days!

Richard C. Lea, Attorney
106 North 1st Street, Montgomery, MN  •  (507) 364-8606

Happy Kolacky Days to all!Happy Kolacky Days to all!

Photos courtesy of Jessica Pumper, J. Pumper Photography 

The 2019 Kolacky Royalty turns over their reign on Friday. Pictured are (from left) Second Princess and Miss Conge-
niality Sophie Franek, Queen Josephine Hatlevig, and First Princess Victoria Soukup.

Photo courtesy of Victoria Soukup

One of First Princess Victoria Soukup’s favorite photos 
is from one of their first events - Giant Days parade in Le 
Sueur.

Exiting Royalty to 7



Photo courtesy of Josephine Hatlevig

A popular event for Kolacky Queen, Josephine Hatlevig, was the continuation of “Royal Readers,” a program started 
by 2013-14 Kolacky Queen Allie Trnka. Hatlevig said the kids were always so excited to trying to get her to read as 
many books as she could. 
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Welcome
to Montgomery

Kolacky Days Visitors!
We hope you enjoy the

Czech hospitality Montgomery
has to offer you.

TODD’S AUTO PARTS, INC.
415 4th Street SW, Montgomery

Phone: 507-364-5148

M-F
7:30 am - 7:30 pm
Sat. 8 am - 4 pm
Sun. 9 am - 2 pm

TODD’S AUTO PARTS, INC.
415 4th Street SW, Montgomery

Phone: 507-364-5148

Congratulations to ‘Buck’ & Gladys Zahratka 
  on being chosen Grand Marshals!

Welcome 
to Montgomery 
Kolacky Days 

Visitors!
M-F

7:30 am - 6 pm
Sat. 8 am - 3 pm
Sun. 9 am - 2 pm

ranek Plumbing & Heating
Jeff Franek • 507-364-8062

Dean D. Stasney
13224 Le Sueur Ave. • Montgomery, MN

952-290-0561 • www.myroyalcomfort.com

• Residential & Commercial 
• Heating & A/C 
• Plumbing  
• Refrigeration

Congratulations Montgomery
on your 86th Annual Kolacky Days!

We Service Most 
Equipment Brands

Photo courtesy of Josephine Hatlevig

The Kolacky Royalty met a lot of friendly faces during 
their reign. Among their most favorite was a puppy during 
the 85th annual Kolacky Days. “We loved seeing animals 
during our reign!” said Queen Josephine Hatlevig.

2019 Kolacky Queen 
Josephine Hatlevig

2019 Second Princess 
& Miss Congeniality 

Sophie Franek

2019 First Princess 
Victoria Soukup

Exiting Royalty from 6_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

said of the bittersweet end 
to her reign. “But, I’m very, 
very, very, very thankful 
for the opportunity. It has 
changed my life.”
 Her advice to the 2020 Ko-
lacky Days Royalty is to take 
everything in because the fu-
ture can be uncertain.
 “You don’t know what’s 
going to happen,” she said. 
“Be open-minded and soak 
every moment up.”
 Soukup said her experi-
ence	as	first	princess	was	also	
great despite the challenges 
faced in recent months be-
cause the people of Mont-
gomery helped to make it so.
 “Montgomery is small 
town,” she said. “It’s clos- 
knit, which makes it all the 
more better. It brings us to-
gether.”
 She said prior to being 
crowned, she was extreme-

ly shy and didn’t really start 
conversations with others, 
but that now she has gained 
confidence	 and	 isn’t	 as	 shy	
as she once was.
 “Being royalty has helped 
me come out of my shell,” 
Soukup said.
 Though she too was sad 
to not be able to represent 
Montgomery at other com-
munity events and cap it off 
with a traditional Kolacky 
Days celebration, she said 
the experience taught her to 
really pay attention, to listen 
and learn from others.
 But most importantly, that 
Montgomery is an amazing 
community to grow up and 
live in.
 “Montgomery will always 
be the community where 
I belong,” Soukup said. 
“Montgomery will always 
be my hometown.”
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15970 320th St., New Prague   •  (952) 758-2546   •  Licensed & Bonded

STASNEY ELECTRIC

Barnett Bros. Inc.
41375 State Highway 13

Kilkenny

507-364-8869

    Wishing 

   you a ha
ppy an

d 

   safe
 Kolacky Days

 Celebrat
ion!

Montgomery Auto 
Repair, Inc.

402 NW 4th Street, Montgomery

507-364-7701 • www.montyauto.net
Specializing in Auto & Light Truck:

• Diagnostics • Maintenance • Repairs
Cooper Tires, Interstate Batteries, 

Jasper Engines, Certified Transmissions

Enjoy

Four-time button 
designer creates puzzle

Lisa Ingebrand
Montgomery Messenger 
 She loves Montgomery. 
 It’s her hometown.
 She also loves dabbling in 
the arts and Kolacky Days. 
 Sarah Dolejs of Apple 
Valley, a 1983 graduate of 
Montgomery-Lonsdale High 
School, has used her creative 
skills to design four Kolacky 
Days buttons (2012, 2015, 
2016, and 2018).  
 And, this year, she de-
signed the celebration’s 
first-ever	puzzle.	
 “The Community Club 
reached out to me about 
helping out with getting a 
puzzle made using Kolacky 
Day buttons, and I loved the 
idea,” Dolejs stated. 
 Montgomery Area Com-
munity Club President 
Tom Washa gave Dolejs 
his brother Chad’s Kolacky 
Days button collection to 
work with. 
 To start, Dolejs set up 
a mini-studio and photo-
graphed each of the 79 but-
tons individually. Then, she 
imported the images into 
Photoshop and started play-
ing with the layout. 
 “Each button has its own 
layer,” she explained. “And 
each layer has an emboss and 
shadow effect added to give 
the buttons more depth and 
to make it seem like they are 
balancing on top of one an-

other... There is no way I 
could have actually gotten 
the buttons to sit properly 
had I tried to set them up by 
hand.”
 Dolejs tried a few different 
designs, including arrang-
ing the buttons by color, at-
tempting an abstract design, 
and then lining them all up 
by year, but it was a mixed, 
collage design that looked 
the best.
 “It looked the best and 
made the puzzle design more 
playful,” she stated. 
 According to Washa, 
there’s a button on the puz-
zle for every year a Kolacky 
Days button was created. 
 “To the best of my knowl-
edge, there isn’t a button for 
1936,” he stated. “And, there 

is a larger, ‘more fun’ 
button from ‘41 that ex-
ists but is not featured 

in the puzzle... Nean-
er Kriha has one.” 
 As of press 
time, a limited 
number of puzzles 

were still available 
for purchase, but 
they’re going fast. 
 The 513-piece puz-

zle was available 
for purchase at 
Herrmann Thrifty 

White Pharmacy and Fran-
ke’s Bakery in Montgomery 
starting July 9. It measures 
16” x 20” when put together. 
 Anyone interested in par-
ticipating	 in	 the	 first	 Ko-
lacky Days Jigsaw Puzzle 
Competition needs to pur-
chase the puzzle and submit 
time-stamped photos of their 
team starting and complet-
ing the puzzle. Photos must 
be submitted before noon on 
Saturday, July 25.
 Dolejs started trying to 
piece together the puzzle at 
her family’s cabin last week-
end and hopes others enjoy 
it, too. 
 “It’s fun... Such a good 
idea, especially during these 
social distancing times,” she 
stated. “I love being able to 
make a contribution to  the 
Montgomery Community 
Club and Kolacky Days. 
Montgomery has a rich his-
tory and a wonderful celebra-
tion of our Czech heritage. I 
hope Kolacky Days contin-
ues going strong throughout 
the years to come, and I hope 
this	 is	 just	 the	first	of	many	
puzzles that I’ll be able to 
help with.”
 Winners of the jigsaw puz-
zle contest will be announced 
in next week’s Messenger.

The	first-ever	Kolacky	Days	Jigsaw	Tournament	is	underway!	Teams	have	until	noon	on	Sat-
urday,	July	25	to	submit	their	start	and	finish	photos,	along	with	the	time	it	took	them	to	com-
plete the puzzle to KolackyDays@gmail.com. 

Piecing together Kolacky Days history 
Image courtesy of MACC

Sarah Dolejs, who grew up in Montgomery, designed the 
2020 Kolacky Days puzzle, which features 79 of the cele-
bration’s buttons. 

Greg VonBank (back), with his grandson, Rowan Iverson, and Rowan’s mom, April, only 
needed two hours and 15 minutes to complete the puzzle. “We had so much fun!” said 
April.

Mike Swartout, Emmett Swartout and Søren Swartout work together as team “Pivo 
Fueled Puzzlers” to complete the puzzle. 

Photos courtesy of MACC

The Poppyseed Posse (pictured above) completed the puzzle in 2 hours and 18 minutes. 
Pictured (left to right): Alice, Isaac, and Lisa Schroeder of Montgomery. 

Sarah Dolejs 
submitted “photo” of herself. 
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 Dozens of entries have 
been submitted for the 86th 
Annual Kolacky Days’ color-
ing contest. The deadline for 
submitting completed forms 
was July 21. 
 Now, Kolacky Days’ royal-
ty will judge the entries and 
award prizes. 
 A winner will be named in 
each of the following catego-
ries: Ages 6 and Under, Ages 
7 to 10, Ages 11 to 13, and 
Ages 14 to Forever. 
 Each winner will receive a 
prize packet. 
 A small prize will also be 
given to everyone who sub-
mitted an entry.

 There will be a Meandering Kolacky Day 
Parade through Montgomery starting at noon 
on Sunday, July 26. 
 According to the Montgomery Area Com-
munity Club, it will be small, with fewer than 
20 units, and will highlight the new and out-
going royalty and Grand Marshals. 
 Jessica Westerman, MACC Executive Di-
rector, said they have worked with the City 
of Montgomery and Le Sueur County Public 
Health to hold the small event safely in the 

midst of the coronavirus pandemic. 
 “We have been very cautious of avoiding 
large group gatherings,” Westerman said. 
 MACC encourages everyone to view the 
parade from their homes or yards while stay-
ing in their family pod group.
 “It will be nice to have something, honking, 
music	and	some	floats,”	Westerman	said.	
 The route will take around 40 to 50 min-
utes, and there won’t be any candy from the 
floats.

Coloring contest adds colorful 
fun to virtual celebration

Meandering Parade 
to be held Sunday

Return of the Pet Parade

Est. 1960

www.kreniks.com
facebook.com/kreniksmeatprocessing

Authentic

Hours: M-F - 9-5:30 ~ Sat. 9-12~ Sun. Closed

507-364-5154

10740 130th W, Montgomery
NW of Shield’s Lake

off Highway 21

TRYKrenik’s
Pork or Hot Beef, 
Dumplings, Gravy 

and Sauerkraut 

Homemade Dinner 
Done To Perfection!

 Every year when The Montgomery Area 
Community Club does its event survey, they 
receive multiple suggestions to bring back 
the Pet Parade. 
 For many years, the Arts & Heritage Cen-
ter hosted a Pet Parade during Kolacky Days.  
It last appeared as an event in 2012.
 Pets of all species were allowed - dog, cat 
goldfish,	or	even	that	pet	cow!
 Submissions to kolackydays@gmail.com 
were accepted until July 22, 2020. Judging 
is based on creativity and other areas. Win-
ners will be announced on Saturday, July 25. 
Categories for judging will be Most Unique, 
Biggest, Smallest, Look-A-Likes (Pet and 
Owner), and Costume.

Wade Young
Montgomery Messenger
 When planning Kolacky 
Days, the Montgomery Area 
Community Club (MACC) 
usually starts the process in 
September.
 By mid-March, most of the 
event	is	finalized,	with	some	
registrations already being 
turned in for the many events 
in July. 
 This year, the coronavirus 
threw a wrench into the cal-
endar for festival planners 
around the country, Kolacky 
Days included. When the 
Minnesota governor declared 
a Peacetime Emergency, 
closed events for large gath-
erings and directed people 
to stay home, MACC board 
members had to rethink the 
festival. 

 “We had been attending 
online industry webinars 
starting in late March where 
we listened to different op-
portunities to pivot festivals 
and events in Minnesota to 
a virtual capacity instead of 
just cancelling completely,” 
said Franek. “After our April 
meeting, the board reviewed 
our entire event schedule to 
see what would most likely 
need to be cancelled, poten-
tially	modified	 to	work,	 and	
if there is anything we could 
add to our event lineup safe-
ly.”
 MACC made the call to go 
virtual in May, the month it 
needs to have all contracts in 
place for the July festival. 
 “The board was waiting 
to see what the area festivals 
were going to do. When they 

started to cancel one by one, 
we knew we would not be 
able to hold Kolacky Days as 
we had in the past and started 
to seriously look at the modi-
fied	event	schedule	that	could	
be done virtually. It wasn’t 
really one particular event 
that cancelled...it was the fact 
that they were ALL cancel-
ling that helped to make our 
decision, along with guide-
lines from the State of Min-
nesota.”
  The Kolacky Days festi-
val has only been cancelled 
during one historic event - 
WWII - from 1942 to 1947. 
During this public health 
event, MACC board mem-
bers felt they could continue 
the tradition virtually and not 
take away the fun of the fes-
tival completely during the 
coronavirus pandemic.  
 One important event that 
needed to continue was the 
Queen Pageant. 
 “We have girls who are 
entering their senior year in 
high school run for Kolacky 
Royalty, and continuing to 
have representatives for our 
community was important to 
our mission as this would be 
their only opportunity,” the 
board stated. “Once we de-
cided to hold the pageant, we 
knew there were other events 
we could also do and try to 
offer something for everyone 
to participate in.” 
 Now that the “virtual” 
Kolacky Days are here, the 
MACC board hopes the vol-
unteer organization has been 
successful in making the 
event meaningful and mem-
orable.
 “Our goal then is to spread 
some community spirit and 
offer some fun things to do 
while practicing social dis-
tancing and keeping every-
one safe,” the board stated. 
“We hope that through the 
hard-work of our volunteer 
organization, along with 
your support, we can make 
the 2020 virtual Kolacky 
Days as meaningful and 
memorable	 as	 the	 very	 first	
one in 1929. We can’t wait 
for 2021 when we can be 
back with our festival as usu-
al and hope it will be bigger 
and better than ever!”

Photos courtesy of the Montgomery Area Community Club

Sarah Crosby submitted a photo of her dog, Macy, for this year’s Pet Parade.

Pets of all kinds can participate in the Pet 
Parade.

The reality of planning 
a virtual festival

Dĕkuju!  THANK YOU 

MUST BE CURRENT SUBSCRIBER
Special good for one year renewal

From July 24-July 31, 2020

off the renewal of your current subscription - 

Montgomery Messenger
310 First St. S., Montgomery, MN 56069

montgomerymnnews.com

507-364-8601

$500
save

In-County regular price $44. Appreciation Special $39

We appreciate your loyalty!
86th Annual Kolacky Days Special

Park Ballroom

300 Lexington Ave. South,

NEW PRAGUE

www.theparkballroom.com

STEAK FRY 

& SHRIMP

2nd  Thursday of  the month

August 13

5-7 pm 

Proceeds go to American Legion Vet-

erans Programs.

$12 includes soup, salad, 

garlic toast and dessertBuild Your

BURGER 

NIGHT

3rd  Thursday 

of  the month! 

July 16

5-6:30 pm

SERVING YOU SAFELY

NOW OPEN!

For Weddings & Events call 952-758-4603 or 952-239-7771

Leave a message & your call will b
e returned as soon as possible.

email: th
eparkballroom@frontier.com

Thursday, July 16, 2020
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$1.25
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montgomerymnnews.com
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Wade Young Photo

The Grand Marshals of the 86th annual Kolacky Days are Gladys and Buck Zahratka, with Buck wear-

ing his sig
nature red hat. Pictured with them are Kolacky Days royalty wearing protective face masks due 

to the coronavirus pandemic (from left) S
econd Princess and Miss C

ongeniality Sophie Franek, Queen 

Josephine Hatlevig, and First Princess Victoria Soukup.

‘Buck’ and Gladys Zahratka 

named Grand Marshals

Wade Young

Montgomery Messenger

 The 86th annual Kolacky Days 

may be “virtual” this year due to 

the coronavirus pandemic, but the 

Montgomery Area Community 

Club (MACC) is making sure a 

well-deserving couple is n
amed as 

its G
rand Marshals.

 Arnold “Buck” and Gladys Zah-

ratka were chosen by the MACC as 

this year’s G
rand Marshals because 

they have played a significant role 

in the development and success of 

the Montgomery area. 

 Buck, who will be 95 years 

young in August, and Gladys, 88, 

have a long history of working and 

volunteering in Montgomery. 

 They owned businesses. 

 Buck served in the military.

 They are members of Holy Re-

deemer Church, the Legion, and 

VFW Auxiliary. 

 Buck taught youth about snow-

mobile safety.

 The couple, who celebrated their 

71st anniversary on February 26, 

2020, have volunteered with Ko-

lacky Days for years. Buck and 

their son, Zeke, helped with the 

Bun Run for close to 25 years. 

Zeke would lead the runners on the 

3.5 mile route. Buck, wearing his 

Czech vest and signature red hat 

with Kolacky Days buttons, would 

bring up the rear in his sc
ooter, as-

sistin
g any runners who couldn’t 

make it or needed a break. 

 The Grand Marshals are resi-

dents at Traditions of Montgomery. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic 

restric
tions, they will not be able to 

participate in the Meandering Pa-

rade on Sunday, July 26.

 They are, however, accepting 

cards and well-wishes. You can 

write them at 399 Lexington Ave. 

NW, Apt. 107, Montgomery, MN 

56069.

 For more about the Zahratkas, 

pick up the annual Kolacky Days 

Section on July 23.

State survey shows 

families want to send 

students back to school

Jay Schneider

LifeEnterprise

 With the announcement of how 

the 2020-21 school year will be 

handled in less th
an two weeks, the 

Minnesota Department of Educa-

tion (MDE) released survey results 

of how families feel about sending 

their kids back to school.

 The MDE conducted an informal 

survey of Minnesota families be-

tween June 15 and July 6.

 The survey included questions 

about how they felt about distance 

learning and their th
oughts on the 

2020-21 school year.

 More than $130,000 surveys 

were completed and they were of-

fered in English, Hmong, Spanish, 

and Somali.

 According to the press release, 

64 percent of those responding said 

they would feel comfortable send-

ing their students back to school 

this fall.

 Of this group, 94 percent said 

they would send their student(s) 

back to school on a full-tim
e basis.

 Less than 12 percent of those 

who responded said they would 

not feel comfortable sending their 

student(s) 
back to school. 24 per-

cent were unsure.

 For those who did not feel com-

fortable sending their student(s) 

back, 84 percent were concerned 

about public health, 43 percent said 

their stu
dent(s) o

r family are medi-

cally fragile, and 38 percent said 

distance learning went well with 

their stu
dent(s).

 For individuals sti
ll unsure about 

sending student(s) b
ack, the major-

ity would be comforted if s
chools 

would implement daily cleaning of 

common surfaces and other areas 

(87%)

 Smaller class si
zes (76%), daily 

health checks (73%), and decrease 

in the number of COVID cases 

(69%) were the other top responses.

 More than 52 percent of those 

surveyed said they had either a bad 

or very bad experience with dis-

tance learning during the spring of 

2020.

 There were five responses to how 

people felt about distance learning. 

Nine percent felt very good about 

it, 35 percent felt good about it, a
nd 

four percent felt it 
was the same as 

attending school in person. 42 per-

cent said they had a bad experience 

and 10 percent a very bad experi-

ence.

  There were five responses as to 

what went well during the distance 

learning period. They included:

 * Access to
 the internet (68%).

 * Access to
 technology (62%).

 * Good communication from 

teachers (6
1%).

 * Good communication from 

school (55%).

 * Students had a place to work 

(54%).

 On the reverse side, there were 

many different responses as to what 

was challenging during the distance 

learning period. They included:

 * Students didn’t feel empow-

ered to work on their own (47%).

 * Students experiencing mental 

health challenges due to COVID 

(40%).

 * Hard to understand lessons 

(38%).

 * Too much school work (29%).

 * Not enough communication 

from teachers (2
8%).

 * Not enough school work (24%).

 * Students didn’t have adult su
p-

port (23%).

 “We deeply appreciate and value 

the overwhelming response we re-

ceived from our families, MDE 

Commissio
ner 

Mary Cathryn 

Ricker said in the news release. 

“Our educators worked tirelessly 

Photo courtesy of MHR

Elly Bednar, a teacher at Most H
oly Redeemer, will se

e her students in
 person this fa

ll.

Most Holy Redeemer returns 

to in-person classes this fall

Wade Young

Montgomery Messenger

 There’s sti
ll no official word on 

what the plan is for Minnesota’s 

public schools this fall amid the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Distric
ts 

have been told to prepare for three 

scenarios: in-person learning, dis-

tance learning or a hybrid model. 

 However, the Archdiocese of St. 

Paul and Minneapolis m
ade it clear 

last w
eek the model they want for 

their students, and now principals 

are putting it in
to action.

 Most Holy Redeemer (MHR) 

Principal, George Vondracek an-

nounced to parents last week the 

school is moving forward with 

plans to reopen the school for in-

person classes this fall.

 “Most Holy Redeemer WILL 

open this fa
ll and is r

eady to wel-

come our enthusiastic students and 

teachers back to their classrooms. 

Hearing on Circle Drive road 

construction to be July 20

 The Montgomery City Council 

is making an exception to its v
irtual 

meetings by holding an in-person 

public meeting on Monday, July 20 

at 7 p.m. at the American Legion 

Club.

 The meeting will be about the 

2021 Street and Utility
 Improve-

ments, which affect the streets in 

Circle Drive, Hillcrest Drive, Hick-

ory Avenue, and Rogers Drive.

 Improvements will include bi-

tuminous overlay on a few select 

streets and full str
eet reconstruction 

in most of the remaining project 

area. The project will also include 

the rehabilitation and reconstruc-

tion of city utilitie
s: storm sewer, 

sanitary sewer, and water main, 

concrete curb and gutter replace-

ment and rehabilitation, turf res-

toration, and miscellaneous items 

required to properly complete the 

improvements.

 According to Chris C
avett, C

ity 

Engineer (SEH), the project also 

reviewed the stormwater manage-

ment in the area and includes con-

sideration of the construction of 

stormwater ponds in the area.

 The estim
ated cost of the im-

provement is $4,749,900. Partici-

pants w
ho attend the meeting will 

see an estim
ate of the financial im-

pact that will be  assessed to prop-

erty owners.

 According to City Administra
tor 

Brian Heck, the Legion Hall will be 

set up to observe COVID-19 social 

distancing guidelines. Wearing of 

masks is e
ncouraged. 

 Questions can be directed to Ca-

vett at 877-316-7636 or ccavett@

sehinc.com.

Frandsen Bank in Lonsdale closes 

temporarily due to COVID exposure

 On Wednesday, July 8, the man-

agement of Frandsen Bank & Trust 

closed the Lonsdale location after 

learning someone who recently 

tested positiv
e for COVID-19 had 

been on the premises.

 The bank was closed until M
on-

day after which only the drive-thru 

reopened. According to Dan Hard-

el, the president for Montgomery 

and Lonsdale branches, the lobby 

will re
main closed until fu

rther no-

tice.
 On its F

acebook page, the bank 

said it c
losed the office so a thor-

ough cleaning and disinfecting 

could be completed.

 “This decision was made for the 

safety of our customers, employees, 

and community,” the post read.

 Customers can continue to access 

their accounts and transact business 

through all of the bank’s e-banking 

channels, a
s well as visit t

he other 

locations in Montgomery, Dundas, 

Jordan, Lakeville, Apple Valley, 

North Mankato and Waterville.

 The bank also has employees 

available through email and in-per-

son appointments.
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Full Service Grocery
Store
Expanded Deli
Fresh Produce
Fresh Bakery
Fresh Meats & Smoke-
house

We have many flavors of  
fresh-baked Kolackies!

Stop in for your favorite!

105 Boulevard Avenue NW,
Montgomery, MN  56069

One Stop Shop, Convenient & Friendly Service.

Happy Kolacky Days!

mackenthuns.com

P: (507) 364-8618

Open 7 days a week!
Hours: 7 am - 10 pm

Follow us  on  social media!

@MacksLonsMonty

Congratulations to the 2020 Grand Marshals
‘Buck’ & Gladys Zahratka 

Kolacky Days Celebration
Supporting Kolacky Days for over 30 years!

Enlightening young children through multiage 
instruction. Leading young hearts to Christ.

507-364-7383  •  mosthrs.org

 As we know Kolacky Days will not be held 
this year. There are, however, some virtual ac-
tivities.
 The Arts & Heritage Center of Montgom-
ery are holding a SCAVENGER HUNT. This 

is something you can on your own or with 
your "bubble" of friends/family. Hunt around 
town	to	find	the	locations	of	the	provided	pho-
tos. Write your answers in the form at left or 
get a form at the Arts & Heritage Center.

Arts & Heritage Center of Montgomery
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2.
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1.
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11.
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