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The New Prague Trojan
dance team begins its fourth
season of competition this
year, hoping to see some
improvement from a very
young squad. 

There are 26 girls out for
the dance team in grades 7-
12, and coach Chris
Plambeck said she and co-
coach Renae Busse are excit-
ed to see where they can take
this team. 

Student manager for the
Trojans is Madalyn O’Neill. 

“We have a lot of rookies,
but they are eager to learn
and improve,” she noted. 

Top returnees include
junior Breanna Novotny, and
sophomores Becca Floden,
Libby Herrmann and
Samantha Brod. 

“They are returning varsity
jazz members from last year,
and they have stepped up in
taking on choreography and
being positive role models,”
Plambeck said. 

Dance competes in two
divisions, Jazz and High
Kick. Plambeck said there
are several new varsity mem-
bers who will be counted on
to fill spots on both squads.
These include sophomores
Grace Kamish and Maia
Jacobson, freshmen Taylor
Hartmann, and Caley
Emmers and eighth grader
Brooke Pavek, all of whom
have shown some great skills
on Varsity Jazz this year

“We are seeing really good
work ethic. We are getting
down to business and learn-
ing quite a bit, really fast,”
Plambeck said. 

At the same time, the
Trojans are a very young
team. and coaches have had
to spend extra time teaching
the basics of kick technique,
she noted. 

New Prague is not compet-
ing in the Missota
Conference this season,
though they hope to become

a conference member next
season. The Trojans compete
in Section 1AA. State quali-
fiers were Chaska, Austin
and Faribault (H/K) and
Benilde-St. Margaret's,
Chaska and Simley (Jazz).

Plambeck said those teams
will be among the top teams
again this year, along with
Holy Angels and South St
Paul. 

She expects her team to
show some improvement this
year. 

“Out of the 15 teams in the
section, we'd like move into
the middle third.”

New Prague has no home
meets this season, however
the team will perform at half-
time of several girls and boys
home basketball games.
They have already competed
in the Burnsville Invitational
on November 17, and their
next competition is Saturday,
Dec. 1, at the Chaska
Invitational. 

This year’s roster:
Juniors: 
Mikaila Manjarrez, Breanna
Novotny, 

Sophomores: 
Samantha Brod, Maddy
Buvarp, Libby Herrmann,
Maia Jacobson, Madeline
Jones, Mikala Larson 

Freshmen:  
Taylor Hartmann, Allison
Holden, Grace Kamish,
Marillis Thompson, Katlyn
Westall, Maggie Yetzer

Eight graders: 
Breannah Davis, Brooke
Pavek, Kayla Smeby, Emily
Transburg, Mariah Wener,
Chloe Manning

Seventh graders: 
Emma Iverson, Emily Knoer,
Ava Tietz

Young dance team has potential

For the third year, New
Prague is part of a Nordic Ski
cooperative with Prior Lake
High School, and there are
four athletes from New
Prague competing. 

These four will be part of
the Laker team during the
regular season, but will com-
pete as New Prague athletes
in the post-season. 

Kevin Panzer coaches the
Lakers, and there are approx-
imately 50 students on the
team in the two divisions,
Classic and Freestyle. 

The team skis at Cleary
Lake Regional Park and

Murphy-Hanrehan Park, and
competes in the South
Suburban Conference. 

New Prague athletes are
senior captain Zach Dietz,
sophomore Joe Frawley and
freshmen Jirina Flicek and
Maria Berg. Berg was an all-
conference performer last
season and missed qualifying
for the state meet by one
spot. 

The squad has nine regular
season meets, with their first
meet scheduled for Tuesday,
Dec. 4, at Valleywood Golf
Club, provided there is snow
to ski on. 

Four NP athletes compete
on Prior Lake ski team

Chuck Kajer Photo

The New Prague Dance team includes (front row, left to right) Libby Herrmann, Becca Floden, Breanna Novotny;
(second row) Taylor Hartmann, Sydney Anderson, Sam Brod, Maia Jacobson, Caley Emmers, Grace Kamish,
Brooke Pavek; (third row) Mikala Larson, Maddie Buvarp, Maggie Yetzer, Ava Tietz, Marallis Thompson, Mikaila
Manjarrez, Katelyn Westall, Chloe Manning; (back) Ali Holden, Mariah Werner, Emily Transburg, Emma Iverson,
Emily Knoer, Kaylah Smeby, Madeline Jones and Breannah Davis. 

Submitted Photo

New Prague members of the Prior Lake ski team are, left
to right, Zach Dietz, Maria Berg, Jirina Flicek and Joe
Frawley. 
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Last season was an up-and-
down year for the New
Prague Trojan boys hockey
team. 

They finished with a 13-
12-1 record that included
some big wins and some
close losses to ranked oppo-
nents. But the team also
struggled at times and after
finishing second in the
Missota Conference the two
previous years, dropped to
third. 

Highlights of the season
included a win over Holy
Angels, a team the Trojans
hadn’t beaten in more than 20
years, and a win over eventu-
al conference champion
Chanhassen. After starting
the season 0-4-1, New
Prague eventually got to
three games over .500 with a
12-9-1 record, but then lost
three of their final four
games. 

The Trojans hope to start
strong this year and keep
building. They have put
together a tough non-confer-
ence schedule that includes
Mahtomedi, North St. Paul,
C l o q u e t / E s k o / C a r l t o n ,
Hermantown, Albert Lea and
two games with Rochester
Lourdes. They will compete

in the South St. Paul
Premiere Classic December
26-28. That tournament has a
strong field of mostly Class

AA schools. 
The Trojans’ top five scor-

ers last season were all
underclassmen, but the top

two scorers have transferred.
Colton Schmidt is playing
with Class AA power Eden
Prairie and Luke Lijewski is
playing AAA Midgets in
Omaha, NE. Still, the cup-
board is not bare and there
are some young players eager
to fill the holes left by gradu-
ation and transfer. 

Cody Meyer is the Trojans’
top returning player. 

“Cody is a leader and will
set the tone for the team,”
said coach Chris Lonke,
entering his fourth year with
the team. Meyer, a defense-
man, has also played at for-
ward  and had eight goals and
13 assists for the Trojans last
year.  Austin Kilian also had
21 points and is the top
returning forward, while
defenseman Jack Pexa had
19 points. 

New Prague will look for
Even Bisek to fill in the hole
vacated by Joe Morris, who
graduated after four years as
the starting goaltender for the

Trojans. Bisek played well
when given his chance with
the varsity over the last two
years and Lonke is confident
in the senior’s abilities. 

Other returnees to the line-
up include Ryan Drazan,
Seth Kriha, Nick Sampson,
Kain Wagner and Auggie
Isaacson. 

Chanhassen ended Holy
Angels’ stranglehold on the
Missota Conference champi-
onship last season. Lonke
expects Holy Angels to be
one of the teams to beat this
year, 
but says his team will have
the opportunity to make a
difference. 

Rochester Lourdes is the
defending Section 1A cham-
pion, and will likely be the
favorite again this season.
New Prague, Red Wing,
Albert Lea, Northfield and
Mankato West all hope to
challenge this season. 

This year’s  roster:

Seniors  
Evan Bisek, Cody Meyer,
Connor O’Rourke, Jack
Pexa, Nick Sampson,  Kain
Wagner

Juniors  
Danny Beckius, Lucas
Binger, Ryan Drazan, Jacob
Ekness, Hans Fjelstad,
Auggie Isaacson, Austin
Kilian, Austin Kottke, Seth
Kriha, Jordan Lein, Cole
Rolland, Cody Shimota,
Cullen Smith,  Jacob Witt

Sophomores  
Casey Busch, Michael El-
Wailli, Tom Frawley, Silas
Grote, Joe Kane, Greg Kes,
Jake Klein, Erik Madigan,
Ryan O’Rourke, Wyatt Skok,
Connor Wagner, Ben Witt,
Gabe Yackly

Freshmen  
Ben Dietz, Gus Fjelstad,
Alex Gregor, Kyle Skaja,
Zach Skaja

Boys hockey confident as season begins

Chuck Kajer Photo

The 2012-13 New Prague High School boys hockey team includes (front row, left to right) Hans Fjelstad, Wyatt Skok, Kyle Skaja, Seth Kriha,
Connor Wagner, Jordan Lein, Silas Grote, Cody Shimota, Ben Witt, Gus Fjelstad; (second row) Casey Busch, Connor O’Rourke, Jack Pexa, Austin
Kilian, Evan Bisek, Cody Meyer, Nick Sampson, Kain Wagner, Danny Beckius, Joe Kane; (third row) Coach Mike Bailey, Coach Nick Bowe, Greg
Kes, Ben Dietz, Erik Madigan, Cullen Smith, Alex Gregor, Gabe Yackly, Zach Skaja, Ryan Drazan, Auggie Isaacson, Coach Chris Morris, Coach
Chris Lonke, (back row) Tom Frawley, Ryan O’Rourke, Jake Witt, Mitch El-Wailli, Jake Klein, Austin Kottke, Lucas Binger, Jake Ekness and
Cole Rolland. 

Chuck Kajer Photo

Trojan hockey cheerleaders are (front row, left to right) Darbie Smith, Amanda
Wymer, Marrea Peters, Brandie Lende, Peityn Otto; (back) Katie Murphy, Moukda
Chounlamany, Erica Corr and Brooke Bothun. 
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Last season the New
Prague Trojan girls hockey
team returned to the section
championship game after a
three-year absence. This
year, their goal is to not only
return to the title game, but to
take the next step and get to
the state tournament. 

Coach Matt Miller begins
his third year as coach of the
Trojans coming off a 12-14-2
campaign. The team placed
fourth in the Missota
Conference and took second
place in Section 1A, behind
Red Wing. 

Miller is assisted this year
by Kevin Morrissey, Andrea
Peterson, Brad Drazan and
Matt Lasch. Student man-
agers are Courtney Reger,
Tasha Bennett and Katie
McKinnon. 

The Trojans have 32 ath-
letes in the program from
grades 7 through 12, and
Miller said the group should
be very competitive in both
the conference and section. 

“We had no seniors on last
year’s team, and we are for-
tunate to have an extremely
talented group of girls return-
ing, especially this year’s
seniors, who have talent and
experience,” Miller said. The
seniors include captains
Lindsay Paschke, a six-year
varsity player, Brittany
Sticha and Kasey Marquardt.
Other seniors are Mikaela
Algren, Taylor Anderson,
Taylor Heid, Kendra Collier
and Nina Bennett, as well as
goaltender Sophie Puente,
back for her second year in
the varsity nets. 

Other varsity regulars
returning include junior Dani
Kocina, sophomores Marissa
Kivi, Sarah Larson and
Danni Wilmes and freshman
Jordan Anderson. 

There are also some new-
comers to the Trojan lineup.
In the early going of the sea-
son, the top newcomer
appears to be a seventh-grad-
er, Catie Skaja. After seven
games, the forward is among

the team’s scoring leaders
and she recorded her first
varsity hat trick Saturday,
Nov. 24, against Cambridge-
Isanti. 

The Trojans have started
the season with a 4-3 record,
with their losses coming to
Mound-Westonka (No. 9 in
Class A), Orono (No. 6 in
Class A) and to Class AA
Armstrong/Cooper. 

“After the first few weeks
of the season, I’ve been
pleased with the effort from
each of the players,” Miller
said. “It shows they know
what it’s going to take to
reach our goals and they are
willing to put in the time and

work it will take to reach
these goals.” 

Miller said his team needs
to improve on its special
teams play in order to take
the next step. 

“We need to do a better job
on the power play and penal-
ty kills. We have and will
continue to focus a great deal
of practice time in this area
of the game.”

Miller said the team’s ulti-
mate goal is a return to the
state tournament. The
Trojans went four out of five
years from 2004 to 2008,
placing as high as second in
2004. 

Standing in their way is

Red Wing. The Wingers are
the defending section cham-
pions and are No. 3 in the
most recent Class A ratings.
New Prague is rated No. 13. 

Chaska/Chanhassen won
the Missota Conference
championship last season,
but will not be defending
their crown. The conference
voted to exclude the team
from the conference as long
as the two schools field one
team. Miller said Red Wing
and Shakopee are the
favorites for this year’s
crown. 

“We should be competing
for a top-three seed come
section time,” Miller said.

“There’s a lot of hockey
between now and the section
playoffs, and a lot can hap-
pen.”

This year’s roster:
Seniors: 
Mikaela Algren, Taylor
Anderson, Nina Bennett,
Kendra Collier, Taylor Heid,
Kasey Marquardt, Lindsay
Paschke, Sophie Puente,
Brittany Sticha

Juniors: 
Kalley Hewitt, Dani Kocina

Sophomores:  
Meaghan Bowman, Cassie
Dietz, Marissa Kivi, Sarah
Larson, Megan Pavek, Danni

Wilmes

Freshmen:  
Jordan Anderson, Alexa
Calliguri, Alissa Clancy,
Alexandra Kreutzian,
Alexandra Morris, Bailey
Shimota, Sami Witt

Eighth Graders: 
Sydney Culshaw, Maddie
Desvousges, Haley Dietz,
Livia Jahnke, Carly
Madigan, Shannon
O’Rourke, Haylee Prochaska

Seventh grader: 
Catie Skaja

Girls hockey team to rely on experience

Chuck Kajer Photo

Members of the Trojan girls hockey team for 2012-13 are (front row, left to right) Haley Dietz, Kalley Hewitt, Sydney Culshaw, Marissa Kivi,
Bailey Shimota; (second row) Haylee Prochaska, Sophie Puente, Dani Kocina, Kasey Marquardt, Lindsay Paschke, Brittany Sticha, Alex Morris,
Sami Witt; (third row) manager Tasha Bennett Livia Jahnke, Lexi Kreutzian, Megan Pavek, Taylor Heid, Meaghan Bowman, Kendra Collier,
Nina Bennett, Taylor Anderson, Cassie Dietz, Dani Wilmes, manager Katie McKinnon; (back row) Jordan Anderson, Alexa Calliguri, Carly
Madigan, Shannon O'Rourke, Mikaela Algren, Maddy Desvousges, Alissa Clancy, Catie Skaja, Sarah Larson. 
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The New Prague Trojan
wrestling team has been
working hard as they begin a
season with very high expec-
tations. 

The Trojans finished with a
26-4 dual meet record last
year, losing the section
championship match to rival
Scott West (Belle
Plaine/Jordan). New Prague
lost just two seniors from last
year’s varsity lineup and the
Trojans are confident that
they are in a position to make
the school’s third trip to the
state tournament. 

Greg Tikalsky is in his
sixth year as head coach of
the Trojans. He had an earlier
stint as a co-head coach of
the team in the 1990s and
also was a head coach at
Minneapolis Roosevelt. He is
assisted by Dan Wagner,
John Woodyard, Frank Rutt,
Allan Huigens, Jesse Tuma,
Daryl Bauer and Scott Bauer. 

Student managers are
Janae Hull, Claire Busch,
Emma Zvanovec, Mara
Slieter and Kayla Bilderback. 

“We have a lot of experi-
enced wrestlers returning this
year,” Tikalsky said. “We
also have a tough schedule
that will prepare us for post-
season.”

A few of the bigger tests
include the Minnesota
Christmas Tournament in
Rochester and the Rumble on
the Red in Fargo, ND. 

“Both of these tournaments
will allow our top wrestlers

to see how they compare to
the best in the state. In dual
team competition we will
face top section opponents
Scott West and Watertown-

Mayer/Mayer Lutheran,
Class AAA-ranked teams
such as Shakopee and Prior
Lake and defending Class
AA champion Simley in late

January.” Smiley is ranked
No. 1 in the state Class A rat-
ings and in the top 20 nation-
ally.

The Trojans return seven
20-win wrestlers to their line-
up, including Nick Knutson,
Griffin Parriott, James Berg,
Richard Reinartz, Morgan
Parriott, Logan Giles and
Nathan Preston.  

“These guys bring a love
for the sport and unbeliev-
able dedication to achieving
their goals.  In addition to the
20-win wrestlers mentioned,
we have 11 letterwinners
returning.”

Two Trojans qualified for
state last season. They were
brothers Griffin and Morgan
Parriott. Griffin placed sec-
ond at 113 pounds, while
Morgan lost his only match. 

Griffin begins the season
as the No. 1-ranked wrestler
at 120 pounds. Morgan is
ranked No. 5 at 152 and
Preston is ranked No. 8 at
195. 

As a team the Trojans are
ranked No. 5, one spot
behind Scott West. 

Tikalsky said there was a
group of about 20 wrestlers
that competed in freestyle
and Greco-Roman wrestling
in the off-season, and he
expects the work to pay off

for some of those athletes. 
“Toward the end of the

season last year and at the
team camp this summer we
saw Joe Heinz and Darick
Kvam really gain a lot of
confidence.  Seniors Cody
Sirek, Andrew Maruska and
Pat Zeimet will also play
major roles in the success of
the team this year.”

“We continue to challenge
ourselves with stiff competi-
tion each year, this year is no
different. Our team goals
include placing in the top 10
at the two big tournaments
(Rochester and Fargo), where
there are 34 and 58 teams
respectively.  We have as a
goal to win the section team
title and then on to a state
title.”

New Prague won the
Missota Conference champi-
onship last season. Tikalsky
says Shakopee should be the
team to beat, and Farmington
is also a contender. 

Scott West is the defending
section champion. The
Panthers, Watertown-
Mayer/Mayer Lutheran and
Hutchinson will be among
the top teams this year. 

And where does the Trojan
squad fit in?

“We will be battling with
these other teams for the sec-

tion title,” Tikalsky stated
with confidence.

This year’s roster: 
Seniors: 
Logan Giles, Andrew
Maruska, Morgan Parriott,
Daniel Scharf, Cody Sirek,
Patrick Zeimet

Juniors: 
Blake Bornholdt, Billy Cole,
Brennan Hallet, Joe Heinz,
Zach Lafavor, Peter Molitor,
Alek Nelson, Doug Nelson,
Joshua Polson, Nathan
Preston, Richard Reinartz 

Sophomores: 
David Bauer, James Berg,
Cole Giles, Mitch
Gullickson, Hunter Kincade,
Darick Kvam, Tanner Rutt,
Tony Woolhouse 

Freshmen: 
Frank Bartyzal, Alex
Holgate, Nicholas Knutson,
Steven Kvam, Cordell
McLean, Brian Molitor,
Brady O’Neill, Griffin
Parriott, Cameron Schmitz,
Matt Schoenbauer

Eighth Grader:  
Samuel Reyant 

Grapplers will challenge for section crown

Patrick Fisher Photo

Members of the 2012-13 Trojan wrestling team are (front row, left to right) managers Emma Zvanovec, Kayla Bilderback, Mara Slieter, Janae
Hull, Claire Busch; (second row) Coach Scott Bauer, Sam Reyant, Brady O'Neill, Danny Scharf, Nick Knutson, Griffin Parriott, Gaige Giles,
Coach John Woodyard; (third row) coach Dan Wagner, Tanner Rutt, Hunter Kincade, Richard Reinartz, Morgan Parriott, Peter Molitor, Alex
Holgate, Matt Schoenbauer; (fourth row) Coach Frank Rutt, Brennan Hallet, Cameron Schmitz, James Berg, Blake Bornholdt, Frank Bartyzal,
Darick Kvam, Coaches Tony Woolhouse, Greg Tikalsky, Jesse Tuma; (fifth row) Josh Polson, Alek Nelson, Steve Kvam, Cordell McLean, Joe
Heinz, Pat Zeimet, Andrew Maruska, Mitch Gullickson, Coach Allan Huigens; (back) Coach Daryl Bauer, Cole Giles, Billy Cole, Zach LaFavor,
Logan Giles, Cody Sirek, David Bauer, Nathan Preston, Doug Nelson, Brian Molitor. 

Patrick Fisher Photo

The New Prague wrestling cheerleaders are (front row, left to right) Michaela Svoboda,
Anna Rezac, Megan Schoenbauer, Krystal Schoenbauer; (back) Marissa Hager,
Kaitlin McLellan and Madeline Svoboda. 
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A year after finishing sec-
ond in the State Class A tour-
nament, the New Prague
Trojan gymnastics team
knows this season may be
their last chance to win the
State Class A championship. 

That’s because this could
be their final year in Class A.
New Prague has been one of
the largest schools competing
in the small-school division
the last four years, and as the
school continues to grow, it is
expected that they will be
assigned to Class AA for the
2013-14 season. 

Matt Shetka begins his
33rd year as head coach of
the Trojans. His teams have
won three state champi-
onships, claiming the AA
crown in 1984 and Class A
titles in 2001 and 2003. 

Shetka is assisted by Doug
Amundsen and Nikki Fisher.
Alison Lucas and McKayla
Lucas are student managers.
He has 23 athletes on this
year’s squad, a little higher
than in past years. 

The outlook for this year is
extremely positive. The
entire varsity lineup returns
from last year’s squad, which
also won the true team state
championship and appeared
in the state tournament for
the 12th time in 13 years. 

Varsity returnees include

seniors Jess and Jamie
Niedermayer and Sydney
Samson, juniors Marissa
Ekness, Sarah Hoffman,
Ashley Nerud and Christine
Simon, sophomore Bridget
Ellanson and freshman
Brianna Ellanson.  Jamie
Niedermayer was the
Trojan’s top all-arounder last
year and Brianna Ellanson,
who was injured the second
half of last year, is also a top
all-arounder who should
return to form. Both
Niedermayers, Hoffman,
Bridget Ellanson and Simon
qualified for last year’s state
meet. 

Shetka said Cami Brod and
Mackenzie Deutsch also
have been coming on strong
and could compete for a var-
sity spot. 

Shetka said the team has
been working hard so far this
season. 

“The work ethic seems
good, and it’s obvious we
have a lot of talent,” he said.
“The high numbers make it
difficult to work with every-
one  at every practice, but the
girls have been understand-
ing. This group has a really
positive attitude and seems to
have a lot of fun working
together. That makes it pretty
easy to walk into the gym
when you know everyone

wants to be there.”
The top thing Shetka says

the team will be working on
is developing consistency.
“We need to hit more rou-
tines more often,” he said.
“Specifically, we need to
improve our skill level on
bars and our consistency on
both bars and beam.”

The Trojans had the best
performance of any state
tournament team on the vault
last season, and were third on
the floor.  

“Of course we want to get
better everywhere, but beam
and bars are the two events
we stand to gain the most
on,” Shetka said. 

The team’s goals are the
same as every year: “Be
ready to work hard, support
your teammates, try to have
fun and compete at the high-
est level you are capable of.”

With this year’s squad, that
level is very high, and there
are high expectations to go
with it.

Northfield is the defending
Missota Conference champi-
on, and they and the Trojans
will be favorites this year,
though Shetka noted that
Farmington has been coming
on strong the past few sea-
sons. 

The Trojans are the
defending Section 2A cham-

pion and should be the
favorites this year. “You
never really know about the
other teams until the season
starts and we see some
scores,” he said. 

New Prague opens its sea-
son Tuesday, Dec. 4, at
Lakeville North, then will
host Breck on Thursday, Dec.
6. They host the New Prague
Invitational on Saturday, Jan.
5. 

This year’s roster: 
Seniors  
Katie Morris, Jamie
Niedermayer, Jessica
Niedermayer, Sydney
Samson

Juniors  
MacKenzie Deutsch, Marissa
Ekness, Sarah Hoffman,
Alyssa Kanten, Ashley
Nerud,  Hannah Piehl,
Christine Simon

Sophomores  
Cami Brod, Cara
Christianson, Meghan
Dubanoski, Bridget Ellanson

Freshmen  
Madeline Aase, Brianna
Ellanson, Whitney Kocina,
Kayla Leahy, McKenzie
Redding, Alexis Solheid,
Skylar Whitcomb, Lillie
Zink

Experienced Trojans aiming for the top

Chuck Kajer Photo

The New Prague Trojan gymnastics team for 2012-13 includes (front row, left to right) Cami Brod, Kayla Leahy,
Lillie Zink, Kenzie Redding, Hannah Piehl, Cara Christianson, Skylar Whitcomb; (second row) manager Alyson
Lucas, Sydney Samson, Sarah Hoffman, Christine Simon, Marissa Ekness, Meghan Dubanoski, Alexis Solheid,
Bridget Ellanson, Brianna Ellanson, manager McKayla Lucas; (back) Coach Matt Shetka, MacKenzie Deutsch,
Alyssa Kanten, Katie Morris, Jaimie Niedermayer, Jess Niedermayer, Whitney Kocina, Maddie Aase, Ashley Nerud,
Coach Doug Amundson, Coach Nikki Fisher. 

Last year the state tourna-
ment hopes for the New
Prague boys basketball team
were dashed with a last slam
dunk by the Austin Packers
in the Section 1AAA cham-
pionship game. It was a
tough way to end the season,
but didn’t erase all the posi-
tive developments of under
first-year head coach Aaron
Jasperson. 

The Trojans finished sec-
ond in the Missota
Conference and had a 19-10
record on the season.
Jasperson, who is assisted by
Sean Keating, Tim Ledwein,
Adam Dittberner, Jacob Sand
and Mike Bartusek, is look-
ing forward to his second
season at the Trojan helm. 

Three starters, Jake Meyer,
Trevor O’Brien and Sergio
Najera, have graduated. The
three post players gave the
Trojans a big size advantage.
However three outside play-
ers  return in Joe Kneip, Nick
Johnson and Luke Rynda.
They are joined by Paul
Friendshuh, a 6-foot, 8-inch
junior who averaged just
under 10 points a game com-
ing off the bench as a sopho-
more. 

“Paul is getting a lot of
attention from Division I
recruiters, and he is our top
returning scorer,” Jasperson
said. “He will be the focus of
our offense this season.” 

Kneip, an honorable men-
tion player last year, is the
team’s most veteran player.
He came off the bench for the
Trojans as part of the 2011
state tournament team. 

“He is the most ‘game-
smart’ player we have on the
team,” the coach said. 

Johnson is an athletic
guard and a good offensive
rebounder, and Luke Rynda
is a pure shooter who
Jasperson says will surprise
some people with his ability
to slash to the basket as well. 

Other returnees who will
see some playing time are
Blake Wooten and Kyle
Stepka. 

Jasperson said the team
has had a good first week of
practice. 

“The players are very bas-
ketball smart and have
picked things up quickly,” he
noted. “The younger players
are having a hard time
adjusting to the intensity of
varsity ball, but that will
change.”

Jasperson said the team’s

goal is to be playing its best
ball of the season in March,
and to have an opportunity to
win a section title. 

Chanhassen is the defend-
ing Missota Conference
champion. Jasperson said
there could be a big log jam
because while New Prague
and Chanhassen lost a lot to
graduation, other teams have
most of their players back. 

“It will be fun to watch,”
he said. 

Austin has much of its
team back from last year’s
section championship squad
and are the favorites to
repeat. Jasperson said while
his squad will be a different
type of team, he expects the
Trojans will give them a bat-
tle. 

New Prague opens its sea-
son Friday, Nov. 30, at
Waseca, and will play at
Albert Lea Tuesday, Dec. 4.
They will play in the Tip-off
Classic at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 8, against
Maple Grove at Minnetonka
High School. New Prague’s
first home game will be
Tuesday, Dec. 11, against
Holy Family Catholic. 

This year’s roster: 
Seniors: 

Nick Johnson, Joseph
Kneip,  Luke Rynda, Kyle
Stepka, Blake Wooten, Kyle
Zweber

Juniors:  
Daniel Feneis, Paul
Friendshuh, Kaleb Gregor,
Paul Hentges, Will Kreuser,
Tanner Milinkovich, Jacob
Ryan, Michael Soderlund,
Greg Vogel, Nathan Zweber

Sophomores: 
Ben Buthe, James Fuerniss,
Nicholas Hanson, Malik
Jallah, Chandler Klehr,
Adam Schmitz, Drew
Schoenbauer, Michael
Schumacher, 

Freshmen:  
Erik Bendzick, Daniel
DeGross, Brandon Fischer,
Justice Fulton, Matthew
Gaulke, Austin Greenwalt,
Justin Gregor, Bridger Hahn,
Thomas Halloran, William
Halloran, Dylan Kaisershot,
Goy Kang, Andrew
Schoenbauer, Erik Skie,
Anthony Smith, Jordan
Stocker, Lucas Walford

Eighth Graders: 
Tyler Lindell, Jacob Washa

New-look
Trojans expect
to be in the hunt

Check out 

newpraguetimes.com 
for the latest in local sports!
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Good Luck
Trojans!

High expectations are the
norm for the New Prague
Trojan girls basketball team,
and this year is no different. 

The Trojans graduated five
players, including three
starters,  from last year’s 19-
9 squad. That included the
school’s all-time leading
scorer, Anna Rynda. 

Still, head coach Ron
Gunderson expects this
year’s team to be competitive
in the Missota Conference
and be one of the teams in the
hunt for the Section 2AAA
championship in March. 

Gunderson has been the
Trojan coach since the 1976-
77 season and has a 590-291
career record. Gunderson is
assisted by Mike
Tschimperle, Eric Specht,
Jeremy Biermaier and Scott
Pierce.  Student managers are
Kayla Theilhorn and Kristy
Bendzick. 

In recent years the Trojans
have been perennial con-
tenders for a trip to the state
tournament. Last year’s team
fell short of that goal, losing
in the section semifinals to

Mankato East - the earliest
exit from post-season since
2005.  

There are 28 athletes out
for this year’s team, with a
handful of proven varsity
performers expected to lead
the way for the Trojans. 

Annie Dittberner is in her
fourth year on varsity and
will likely be the engine that
powers the Trojans. The
senior point guard knows the
game and is a skilled player,
Gunderson said. 

“She can score on the drive
or hit the three-point shot.
She is also a good defensive
player,” Gunderson said. 

Steph Hanson is a solid
player and strong on the
defensive end. “She makes
few mistakes and has a knack
for finding the ball,” he said. 

Lexi Ruehling not only
gives the Trojans an inside
threat, she has also developed
an outside shot. 

“She runs the floor well for
a post player, and she will be
depended on to be a strong
rebounder,” the coach com-
mented. 

Other athletes who will be
counted on for minutes in the
Trojan offense are Jessica
Allar, Ella Grote, Maizie
Deihl, Kayla Kroyer, Maddie
Giesen, Rachel Haecherl,
Korey Wilson, Ashley
Altschul and Mikayla Giles. 

“We are looking for these
girls to step up and provide
some quality playing time,”
Gunderson said. 

During the first weeks of
practice, Gunderson said the
effort of the girls has been
super. 

“They have all worked
hard and long to get ready for
the season,” he said. “They
play hard and aggressively,
and will be fun to watch.”

He said the team will need
to improve on its rebounding
skills. 

“We will be short and have
to block out to secure
rebounds,” he said. “We will
also need to limit our
turnovers. That will come as
the new girls get some varsi-
ty experience.”

The Trojans’goals are to
improve with every game

and compete for conference
and section championships. 

Chanhassen won the
Missota title last season, and

Gunderson expects the Storm
to be contenders again, as
well as Chaska. 

Hutchinson won the

Section 2AAAcrown last
year. The section is a strong
one, with four of the eight
teams (Mankato East, New
Prague, Hutchinson and
Marshall) ranked in the top
10 at some time during the
season last year. Gunderson
said Marshall and Mankato
East are the favorites this
season. 

“We’re young, but we
should be ready to compete
for the championship by
year’s end,” he said. 

The Trojans opened the
season last weekend at the
Pat Patterson Invitational at
Hamline University, facing
St. Paul Central and
Monticello, then faced
Austin on Tuesday. Their
next game is Thursday, Nov.
29, at Mankato East. They
travel to Waconia on
Tuesday, Dec. 4, before
returning home for a game
against defending Class
AAAAchampion Hopkins
on Friday, Dec. 7. 

This year’s roster: 
Seniors:  
Annie Dittberner, Stephanie
Hanson, Kayla Kroyer, Lexi
Ruehling, Rachel Thompson

Juniors: 
Ashley Altschul, Mikayla
Giles, Ella Grote, Rachel
Haecherl, Kory Wilson

Sophomores:  
Jessica Allar, Maggee
Becker, Jenna Cox, Daryus
Dunbar, Maddie Giesen,
Sarah Goblirsch, Hanna
Maddaus, McKenzie
Trewartha 

Freshmen:
Cora Bartyzal, Madison
Hemann, Taylor Ledwein,
Abby Milinkovich, Kortney
Novak, Paige Peterson,
Maria Simon

Eighth graders:
Taylor Hustad, Nichole
Reed, Maizie Deihl

Trojan girls have high expectations

Patrick Fisher Photo

Basketball cheerleaders forthe Trojans are (front row, left to right) AmberLarsen,
Emily Hartmann, Mariah Geer; (back) Hannah Retzer, Emily Wagner, Marlee Wagner
and Hanna Henning. 

Chuck Kajer Photo

The Trojan boys basketball team includes (front row, left to right) Kyle Zweber, Will Kreuser, Nick Johnson, TannerMilinkovich, Paul Hentges,
Nathan Zweber, Jake Ryan, Kyle Rookaird, Blake Wooten; (back) Daniel Fenies, Joe Kneip, Paul Friendshuh, Michael Soderlund, Luke Rynda,
Greg Vogel and Kyle Stepka. 

Patrick Fisher Photo

New Prague High School’s girls basketball team for2012-13 includes (front row, left to right) Rachel Thompson, Annie Dittberner, Stephanie
Hanson, Kayla Kroyer, Lexi Ruehling; (back) Korey Wilson, Jenna Cox, McKenzie Trewartha, Mariah Simon, Mikayla Giles, Ella Grote, Maddie
Giesen, Jessica Allar, Ashley Altschul, Rachel Haecherl and Maizie Deihl. 
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eye exams // optical // contact lenses // total eye care

115 1st Ave. S.E., New Prague 
p: 952.758.3535 // f: 952.758.5409 // www.mneye.com

www.mneye.com

Dr. Tara Barth and Dr. JulieAnn Wick

For your eyes, see the best.
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