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Public Notices
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF HEARING ON IMPROVEMENT
To Whom It May Concern:
Notice is hereby given that the city council of the City of New

Prague, Minnesota, will meet in the council chambers of the New
Prague City Hall, at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, December 3, 2018, to
consider the making of an improvement, described as “TH
19/Main Street 2020 Improvement Project”, on TH 19/Main
Street from 4th Avenue SW to 7th Avenue SE.

Improvements will include but not be limited to consideration of
roadway reconstruction, sanitary sewer, water main, storm sewer,
concrete curb and gutter, aggregate base, bituminous and concrete
street surfacing, concrete walk, landscaping, street lighting, turf
restoration, and miscellaneous items required to properly complete
the improvements, pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 429.011
to 429.111.

The area proposed to be assessed for such improvement includes
properties abutting such improvements and properties for which
benefit can be attributed.

The estimated cost of the improvement is $12,117,400. A reason-
able estimate of the impact of the assessment will be available at the
hearing. Such persons as desire to be heard with reference to the
proposed improvements will be heard at this meeting.

Any person wishing to express an opinion on the matters to be
considered at the public hearing will be heard either orally or in
writing. Written comments may also be provided prior to the hear-
ing and should be addressed to: City Administrator, City of New
Prague, New Prague City Hall, 118 Central Avenue North, New
Prague, Minnesota.

Should you have any questions concerning the proposed TH
19/Main Street 2020 Improvement Project, please feel free to con-
tact Chris Cavett, City Engineer (SEH), at 877-316-7636.

Michael J. Johnson, City Administrator
Note: The Feasibility Report is available for viewing on the 

City’s website (www.ci.new-prague.mn.us).
( Published in The New Prague Times on Thursdays, November

22 and 29, 2018; No. T121-11-29)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Official Proceedings . . .

City of New Prague
CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTIES OF SCOTT AND LE SUEUR

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2018

Mayor Nickolay called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. with the
following members present: Nickolay, Bass, Bruzek, Ryan, and
Wilcox. Staff Present: Mike Johnson, Ken Ondich, Bruce Reimers,
and Barb Ulschmid

It was moved by Bruzek, seconded by Wilcox to approve the
Agenda as presented. All voted in favor of the motion. Motion car-
ried. (5-0) 

Planning/Community Development Director Ken Ondich in-
formed the City Council that Michael Weinandt has applied to re-
plat Lot 1, Block 1 of Pond Addition as part of the platting of the
one lot plat of Pond Second Addition. The replat of Pond Addition
does not automatically vacate the easements that exist adjacent to
the existing lot lines and therefore Mr. Weinandt has made applica-
tion to vacate certain easements that are no longer needed. New
easements are being platted with Pond Second Addition which was
conditionally approved at the October 1, 2018 Council meeting
(with one of the conditions of approval being the requirement to va-
cate unneeded easements).

Director Ondich stated that the Staff doesn’t believe there are any
utility lines (public or private) located in the easements at this time
as Lot 1, Block 1 of Pond Addition has remained unimproved since
it was originally platted in 1997. A public hearing needs to be sched-
uled before the vacation can be approved to gather input from util-
ity companies and affected properties. Staff recommended holding
the public hearing on Monday, November 19, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. 

Some questions from the Council included: Councilmember
Bruzek asked if another lot is added, would another public hearing
and ordinance need to take place? Director Ondich stated that the
property would have to be replatted and an additional public hear-
ing held. Would only have new easements on lot lines that may be
created at that time. City Administrator Johnson clarified if only one
house is to be built on this plat and recorded, that would not require
him to come back to Council. Councilmember Wilcox asked if all
new homes have easements around the perimeter? Director Ondich
said typically 10’ along any road right of way and 5’ along interior
lot lines and another 10’ along the rear. Councilmember Wilcox stat-
ed that a house moved onto this lot must match the surrounding
homes.

After discussion, it was moved by Mayor Nickolay and seconded
by Councilmember Bruzek to approve RESOLUTION #18-10-15-
01 SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING TO VACATE CERTAIN
EASEMENTS IN THE PLAT OF POND ADDITION. All voted in
favor of the motion. Motion carried. (5-0)

Director Ondich proposed to introduce Ordinance for Vacation of
Certain Easements in the Plat of Pond Addition, as proposed by
Michael Weinandt to allow for possible adoption of the ordinance
following the public hearing on November 19, 2018. 

It was moved by Councilmember Bruzek, seconded by Coun-
cilmember Bass to introduce the 1st Reading of ORDINANCE
#304 VACATING CERTAIN EASEMENTS IN THE PLAT OF
POND ADDITION. All voted in favor of the motion. Motion car-
ried. (5-0)

City Administrator Mike Johnson and Financial Director Solheid
are recommending approval of a Resolution and “Interfund Loan”
to finance the purchase of a Toro RM 3555-D-03820 Fairway
Mower ($48,877.44) approved at the April 2, 2018 City Council
meeting, and a Debris Blower ($7,364.44) approved at the April 16,
2018 City Council meeting per the Golf Board’s recommendation. 

The Toro Fairway Mower and Debris Blower were purchased on
May 14, 2018 and are now being recommended for financing under
a final loan agreement with the Golf Fund.

A similar “Interfund Loan” was taken last year for the purchase

of new 2017 golf carts. This has proven to save money in any costs
associated with bonding or private loans, while keeping the interest
rate affordable to the Golf Fund.

City Staff has developed the proposed “Interfund Loan” terms
and conditions to include: (initial borrowing of $56,250 on May 14,
2018; repayment term of 5 years; and an interest rate of 2.8%). It
was moved by Councilmember Bruzek and seconded by Coun-
cilmember Wilcox to approve RESOLUTION #18-10-15-02 AP-
PROVING “INTERFUND LOAN” BETWEEN THE GENERAL
FUND AND GOLF FUND FOR A TORO RM 3555-D-03820
FAIRWAY MOWER AND A DEBRIS BLOWER. All voted in
favor of the motion. Motion carried. (5-0)

City Administrator Johnson presented the Annual Comment from
Moody’s Investors Service on New Prague’s Bond Rating.  The
Comment letter reaffirms the City’s current “Aa3” Bond Rating
with Moody’s. In the Credit Overview by Moody’s, they touch on
or summarize the City’s Finances, Economy and Tax Base, Debt
and Pensions, and Management and Governance.

Under the current bond rating with Standard & Poors (S&P), the
City has an “AA” bond rating. This is one notch above the City’s
rating with Moody’s. 

In its Credit Overview, Moody’s note that “the credit position for
New Prague is good. Its Aa3 rating is level with the U.S. Cities me-
dian of Aa3. Notable credit factors include a very healthy financial
position, a strong wealth and income profile and a modestly-sized
tax base. It also reflects an affordable debt burden and a mid-ranged
pension liability.”

City Staff are pleased with the annual report and believe it is a
good reflection of the City’s current financial condition.

City Administrator Johnson reminded the Council of the upcom-
ing election being held on Tuesday, November 6, 2018. Following
the election, the City Council is required to meet and canvas the
November 6, 2018 election results within ten (10) days of the elec-
tion.

City Staff would recommend that the Council consider calling for
a Special Meeting to be held on Friday, November 9, 2018 at 7:30
a.m. at the City Hall. 

After approving the Resolution Canvassing Election Returns and
Declaring Results Official, the Council will be able to swear in the
individual declared to be the winner of the special election on
November 19, 2018. Currently, the City Council seat being held by
Councilmember Bass, is the Council seat that the winner of the spe-
cial election would be appointed to. Mr. Bruce Wolf is the lone ap-
plicant running in the special election on November 6, 2018. The se-
lected elector will fill the balance of the term which will begin after
the swearing in at the November 19th City Council meeting through
2020.

After discussion, it was moved by Mayor Nickolay, seconded by
Councilmember Bass to call for a Special Meeting on November 6,
2018 at 7:30 a.m. at the City Hall Conference Room to Canvas the
November 6, 2018 Election Results. All voted in favor of the mo-
tion. Motion carried. (5-0)

After discussion, it was moved by Councilmember Wilcox and
seconded by Councilmember Bass to approve the following Con-
sent Agenda items:

A. October 1, 2018 Meeting Minutes  
B. Claims for Payment 
C. 3rd Quarter Financials (July-September 2018)
D. Approve Submittal of Grant Application to MN Department

of Public Safety for MN Fire Department Turnout Gear Dryer
by Fire Department.

All voted in favor of the motion. Motion carried. (5-0).
Miscellaneous:
• Police Chief Gareis: 1. Reviewing the ATV/Snowmobile Ordi-

nance and asking for input from the Council on whether or not these
all-terrain vehicles should be allowed to drive on certain city streets.
2. Liquor License - Need to make compliant with any changes with
the State statute with the addition of Breweries. Our Ordinance may
have incorporated Chapter 340A at the time we approved the Ordi-
nance. Suggest working with the City Attorney to update Ordi-
nance. 

• Ken Ondich - Shared an email from a New Prague resident by
the name of Jim Kaufman representing three residents in Eastland
Development, south of Coborn’s. These residents new homes back
up to a wetland and pond. Back in June three residents approached
Ken about the wetland encroaching in their back yards and the
water didn’t seem to be subsiding. City Engineer, Witt Construction
met with the residents. The residents were assured their homes
would not be flooded. Construction Observation Inspector noted
one of the storm water man holes is brimming to the top with water
and as a result two items to note:

1. Water level of this wetland and pond is at 1017’ today due to
an outlet that goes to the NE by the Ford dealership. The construc-
tion plans have a design elevation that is two feet lower than that. Is
this a design flaw?  2. This backing up problem needs to be fixed.
Witt has contacted their Engineer, I&S to assess the situation. Cur-
rently, don’t know what the fix is. Until an answer is provided from
the I&S Engineer and reviewed by New Prague’s City Engineer, no
work is allowed to continue on the roundabout and 3rd Street.    

Hope to hear within a day or two from I&S what the outcome will
be to resolve this problem. Hopeful I&S in their original design and
review can shed some insight on this problem. Clearly water is
being held up too high and this needs to be addressed. Up to KA
Witt to get this figured out. Councilmember Ryan has been com-
municating with some of these residents and also shared their con-
cerns about the rising water into their yards and over their irrigation
system. Engineer has sat down with the residents and has noted and
addressed their concerns.

• Mike Johnson - Reminder of the Budget Meeting for Wednes-
day, October 17th in the Council Chambers. 

• Kay Wilcox 1. Ken Betterton passed away, former City Council
member.  2. City consider building additional smaller home, single
family housing developments. Hopes the City is open to this.
Ondich mentioned there is a developer looking for land. Coun-
cilmember Ryan shared his concerns about the City’s covenance
about allowing a house half the size to be placed within a neighbor-
hood with larger homes, can affect the property value of the larger
homes. There are minimum standards, not square footage standards.
Mayor mentioned there can be a large house that gets built within
smaller homes too. 

Ken Ondich mentioned he would look into surrounding areas and
what their ordinances include and how they monitor.  

Motion by Mayor Nickolay seconded by Councilmember Ryan to
go into a Closed Session at 7:02 p.m. per Minnesota Statute 13D.03
Subd. 1(b) for Labor Negotiations. All voted in favor. Motion car-
ried. (5-0)

The Council came out of Closed Session at 8:07 p.m. Motion by
Mayor Nickolay, seconded by Councilmember Bass to adjourn at
8:07 p.m. All voted in favor. Motion carried. (5-0)

Charles L. Nickolay, Mayor
ATTEST:
Michael J. Johnson, City Administrator
(Published in The New Prague Times, Thursday, November 22,

2018; No. T20-11-22)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Hearing 
on Improvement

TO WHOM IT MAY CON-
CERN:

Notice is hereby given that
the New Market Township
Board of Supervisors will meet
in the Township Hall at 8950
230th Street East, Lakeville,
Minnesota, at 8:15 P.M. on
November 29, 2018, to consider
the making of an improvement,
described as “2019 Street Re-
construction Improvements -
Group D” on Southern Oaks
Drive - East from west property
line (#10506) to Logan Avenue,
Southern Oaks Circle from
Southern Oaks Drive to end of
culdesac, Logan Avenue from
245th Street East (CR 62) to
Southern Oaks Drive, Harvest
Drive from City limits to end of
pavement, and Newton Circle
from frontage road to end of
culdesac, by construction of bi-
tuminous street improvements,
pursuant to Minn. Stat. §§
429.011 to 429.111. The area
proposed to be assessed for such
improvement is the property
abutting or adjacent to such
streets. The estimated cost of the
improvement is $700,000. A
reasonable estimate of the im-
pact of the assessment will be
available at the hearing. Such
persons as desire to be heard
with reference to the proposed
improvement will be heard at
this meeting.

Leroy Clausen
Township Clerk
(Published in The New

Prague Times, Thursdays,
November 15 and 22, 2018; No.
T118-11-22)
--------------------------------------

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Hearing 
on Improvement

TO WHOM IT MAY CON-
CERN:

Notice is hereby given that
the New Market Township
Board of Supervisors will meet
in the Township Hall at 8950
230th Street East, Lakeville,
Minnesota, at 6:30 P.M. on
November 27, 2018, to consider
the making of an improvement,
described as “2019 Street Re-
construction Improvements -
Group A” on Plateau Drive
from Pillsbury Avenue (CR 46)
to the end of the street, Wood-
land Road from Plateau Drive to
235th Street East, Woodland
Lane from Woodland Road to
approximately 400 feet east, by
construction of bituminous
street improvements, pursuant to
Minn. Stat. §§ 429.011 to
429.111. The area proposed to
be assessed for such improve-
ment is the property abutting or
adjacent to such streets. The es-
timated cost of the improvement
is $675,000. A reasonable esti-
mate of the impact of the assess-
ment will be available at the
hearing. Such persons as desire
to be heard with reference to the
proposed improvement will be
heard at this meeting.

Leroy Clausen
Township Clerk
(Published in The New

Prague Times, Thursdays,
November 15 and 22, 2018; No.
T115-11-22)
--------------------------------------

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Hearing 
on Improvement

TO WHOM IT MAY CON-
CERN:

Notice is hereby given that
the New Market Township
Board of Supervisors will meet
in the Township Hall at 8950
230th Street East, Lakeville,
Minnesota, at 8:15 P.M. on
November 27, 2018, to consider
the making of an improvement,
described as “2019 Street Re-
construction Improvements -
Group B” on Wagon Wheel
Trail from Natchez Avenue (CR
91) to the Township limits, Liv-
ery Lane from Wagon Wheel
Trail to Xerxes Avenue, Livery
Court from Livery Lane to end
of culdesac, and Xerxes Avenue
from Livery Lane to Woodhill
Boulevard (CR 29), by construc-
tion of bituminous street im-
provements, pursuant to Minn.
Stat. §§ 429.011 to 429.111. The
area proposed to be assessed for
such improvement is the proper-
ty abutting or adjacent to such
streets. The estimated cost of the
improvement is $945,000. A
reasonable estimate of the im-
pact of the assessment will be
available at the hearing. Such
persons as desire to be heard
with reference to the proposed
improvement will be heard at
this meeting.

Leroy Clausen
Township Clerk
(Published in The New

Prague Times, Thursdays,
November 15 and 22, 2018; No.
T116-11-22)
--------------------------------------

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Hearing 
on Improvement

TO WHOM IT MAY CON-
CERN:

Notice is hereby given that
the New Market Township
Board of Supervisors will meet
in the Township Hall at 8950
230th Street East, Lakeville,
Minnesota, at 6:30 P.M. on
November 29, 2018, to consider
the making of an improvement,
described as “2019 Street Re-
construction Improvements -
Group C” on Forest Ridge
Drive from 225th Street East
(CR 29) to Penn Avenue, Forest
Circle from Forest Ridge Drive
to end of culdesac, Ridge Circle
from Forest Ridge Drive to end
of culdesac, by construction of
bituminous street improve-
ments, pursuant to Minn. Stat.
§§ 429.011 to 429.111. The area
proposed to be assessed for such
improvement is the property
abutting or adjacent to such
streets. The estimated cost of the
improvement is $470,000. A
reasonable estimate of the im-
pact of the assessment will be
available at the hearing. Such
persons as desire to be heard
with reference to the proposed
improvement will be heard at
this meeting.

Leroy Clausen
Township Clerk
(Published in The New

Prague Times, Thursdays,
November 15 and 22, 2018; No.
T117-11-22)
--------------------------------------


