A Special Spring Section featured May 7, 2020
in The New Prague Times, Montgomery
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“Grown with pride from Hillside”

www.hillsidegardencenter.rocks
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5 outdoor projects that add value

Exterior renovations can enhance
the appearance of a property
and make it more enjoyable for
homeowners. Certain renovations
have the potential to add value to
a home, while others may do the
opposite. Learning which one have
the largest return on investment can
help homeowners select features
that will have the most positive
impact.
Curb appeal goes a long
way toward attracting potential
buyers. According to the National
Association of Realtors, first
impressions of a property have
a strong influence on buyers.
Landscaping and external features
can do much to influence such
impressions.
· Lawn care program:
Investing in a lawn care program
that consists of fertilizer and weed
control application and can be
transferred over to a subsequent
home owner is an attractive feature.
NAR says such a care program can
recover $1,000 in value of the $330
average cost, or a 303 percent ROI.
· Low-maintenance lifestyle:

When choosing materials for
projects, those that offer lowmaintenance benefits can be
preferential. These include lowmaintenance
patio
materials,

composite decking, vinyl fencing,
and inorganic mulched beds.
· Fire pit: A fire pit can be
used for much of the year. In the
spring and summer, the firepit

is a great place to congregate to
roast marshmallows or sip wine
and gaze into the fire. In the fall,
the fire pit can make for a cozy
retreat. A fire pit that has a gas

burner is low-maintenance, and the
National Association of Landscape
Professionals says that most can
recoup about $4,000 of their $6,000
average price tag.
· Softscaping: Hardscaping
refers to structures like outdoor
kitchens or decks. Softscaping
involves the living elements of
the landscape. Hiring a landscape
designer to install trees, shrubs,
natural edging, and rock elements
can do wonders toward improving
the look and value of a home.
· Pool or water feature: In
certain markets, particularly hot
climates, a pool or another water
feature is a must-have. However,
in other areas where outdoor time
is limited, a pool or water feature
can actually lower the value of a
home. Speaking with a real estate
professional can give homeowners
an idea of how a pool will fare in a
given neighborhood.
Outdoor improvements can
improve the marketability of
a home, as well as enhance its
appearance and function.

8 garden tools for beginners

The right tool for the job is essential to
working safely and efficiently. This is as true
in the workplace as it is in the garden.
Novice gardeners may not know where to
begin in regards to which tools they need. The
following are eight items that can serve as a
solid foundation for beginning gardeners.
1. Gloves: Your hands will be working
hard, so it pays to protect them from calluses,
blisters, splinters, insects, and dirt. Look for
water-resistant gloves that are also breathable.
2. Hand pruners: Hand pruners are essential for cutting branches, cleaning up
shrubs, dead-heading flowers, and various
other tasks. Choose ergonomic, no-slip handles that will make work easier. Rust-resistant, nonstick blades also are handy.
3. Wheelbarrow: A wheelbarrow can

transport gear to garden beds or tote dirt,
leaves, rocks, and other materials around the
landscape. A good wheelbarrow is strong but
light enough to maneuver when full.
4. Loppers: Long-handled loppers will fit
the bill for thick branches. The long handles
provide leverage to cut through branches an
inch or more in diameter.
5. Hand trowel: A hand trowel is a handy
tool that lets you dig holes or unearth weeds.
While shopping for a trowel, consider getting
a hand-held garden fork, which can aerate
soil and cut through roots.
6. Hose/watering can: Keeping gardens
hydrated is part of ensuring their health. That
makes a hose and a watering can two invaluable tools to have around. Invest in a lightweight, expandable hose if storage space is at

a premium. An adjustable nozzle will enable
you to customize the water flow as needed. A
watering can is an easy way to tote water to
hard-to-reach pots and containers.
7. Garden kneeler: Gardeners often
bend and kneel while working in the soil.
That puts pressure on the back and knees.
A comfortable garden kneeler with memory
foam or one made from shock-absorbing material can reduce aches and pains.
8. Garden hoe: Garden hoes till soil, remove weeds and perform many other tasks.
A garden hoe can be used along with a fullsized shovel, trowel and garden rake.
This list is just the tip of the garden tool
iceberg. Visit a garden center and speak with
a professional about other tools that can be
added to the mix.
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What can and cannot be composted

Avid gardeners know that compost can add
vital nutrients to soil used in gardens, container plants and lawns. The fact that compost is so versatile and nutrient-dense may
not even be its most admirable quality. Made
from items used in and around the house,
compost costs just about nothing to produce.
The raw materials that make up compost
come from organic waste. These can be disposables from the garden and kitchen, as well
as other areas around the house. According to
the United States Environmental Protection
Agency, yard trimmings and food scraps add
up to 20 to 30 percent of the municipal solid waste in the United States. Turning waste
into compost not only helps the landscape,
but also the planet.
Compost is relatively easy to make, and
there are scores of materials that can be put
into compost. But it is just as essential to
know which ingredients cannot be used in
compost.

Okay for compost
fully added to compost. Stick to items that
Most organic materials, or
are not treated heavily with chemicals.
items that were once living,
can be used in compost.
Should not be used
Plant-based items used
in compost
in cooking, such as
Inorganic and non-biopotato peelings,
degradable matecarrot
skins,
rials cannot go
banana peels,
into
compost.
cocoa hulls, cofThese are items
fee grounds and
like plastic, glass,
filters, corn cobs,
aluminum foil, and
apple cores, egg
metal. Pressure-treated
shells, fruit peels,
lumber, although a natkelp, and nut shells,
ural material, is treated
can be added to comwith preservatives and
post.
often pesticides that can
Other items from
be harmful if they leech
around the house, like
into the garden.
unused kitty litter, hair, shredded newspapers
The small-gardening resource Balcony
and cardboard, leaves, flowers, paper, pine Garden Web indicates coated or glossy printneedles, ashes, and sawdust, can be success- ed papers, such as those from catalogs, mag-

azines, wrapping paper, marketing materials,
and business cards, should not be added to
compost piles because of the chemicals and
inks used in these pages.
Planet Natural Research Center says to
avoid pet droppings from dogs and cats. Animal products like bones, butter, milk, fish
skins, and meat, may decompose and start
to smell foul. Maggots, parasites, pathogens,
and other microorganisms can form in the
compost. These materials also may attract
flies and scavenger animals. Plus, they decompose very slowly.
Any personal hygiene products should be
avoided because they are tainted by human
fluids and that can pose a health risk.
While weeds are not harmful in compost
piles, there is the risk that seeds can germinate and then infiltrate garden beds when the
compost is used. The same can be said for
tomato plants and some other hardy fruits and
vegetables.

DIY projects that can conserve energy around the house

Home renovation projects
can pay numerous dividends.
Renovations can have a positive effect on resale value,
make homes more livable for
residents and, in some ways,
make homes more affordable.
Renovation projects that
aim to conserve energy can
save homeowners substantial amounts of money. Such
projects don’t often require
considerable effort or even
sizable financial investments,
which can make homeowners
skeptical as to just how much
they can save after completing the project. But the scale
of a project may have little
to do with how much homeowners will save. For example, the U.S. Department of
Energy notes that a relatively
effortless task like turning
back a thermostat between
7° and 10° F for eight hours

per day can save homeowners as much as $83 per year.
A more labor-intensive task
like planting shade trees
saves homeowners an average of between $35 and $119
per year.
When looking for ways
to conserve energy around
the house and save money,
homeowners need not necessarily commit to expensive projects. The DOE notes
that the following are some
energy-saving projects and
details what homeowners
can expect to save after completing them. While each individual project may not result in jaw-dropping savings,
homeowners who follow
many of these recommendations may end up saving
more than $1,000 per year.
Project: Install exterior
low-e storm windows.

er stripping all cracks and
large openings can cut back
on air leaks that are costing
you money. The DOE recommends hiring a contractor to
seal any leaks on heating and
cooling ducts.
How much can I save?
Homeowners who seal uncontrolled air leaks can save
between 10 and 20 percent
on their annual heating and
cooling bills.

What is it? Low-e windows reflect infrared heat
back into a home. Such windows are coated with an ultra-thin layer of metal that
improves the window’s insulation ability.
How much can I save?
Homeowners who install
low-e windows can save

between 12 and 33 percent
on their annual heating and
cooling costs.
Project: Seal uncontrolled
air leaks.
What is it? Air leaks let
cool air in during winter and
warm air in during summer.
Caulking, sealing and weath-

Project: Plant shade trees.
What is it? If you plant a
deciduous tree between six
and eight feel tall near your
home, it will begin to shade
your windows within a year
of being planted. Depending
on the species of the tree and
the home, the shade tree will
begin shading the roof within five to 10 years. The DOE
notes that shading is the most
cost-effective way to reduce

air conditioning costs.
How much can I save?
Properly planted shade trees
can reduce air conditioning
costs by anywhere from 15 to
50 percent.
Project: Insulate the water
heater tank
What is it? New water
tanks are likely already insulated. But homeowners with
older hot water tanks can insulate their tanks with a water
heater insulating blanket kit.
How much can I save?
Insulating a water heater
tank can save homeowners as
much as 16 percent on their
annual water heating bills.
Even the smallest DIY
projects can produce big
savings. More information
about energy-saving home
improvement projects can be
found at www.energy.gov.

SHORTEN YOUR
MORTGAGE TO 10 YEARS
No closing costs. Fixed 2.99% APR*
15-year-term also available, with closing costs

Apply Online Today
www.heartlandcu.com

225 Chalupsky Ave SE, New Prague, MN

Home Free 10 year: Loans paid off within the first year are required to repay closing costs. Fees may apply to ensure Heartland’s title position.
Mortgage must be in the first position in the chain of title. Financing available on owner occupied residences in Minnesota and Wisconsin only.
Property insurance required. Consult a tax advisor for information regarding the deductibility of interest and charges. Heartland does not escrow for
taxes and insurance. Not eligible for .25% APR discount for auto pay. Loan amounts from $50,000 – $250,000. Rate effective 4/1/2020 and subject
to change without notice. *APR is annual percentage rate. Payment of a 10 year term at 2.99% APR is $96.51 per $10,000 borrowed.
Equal Housing Opportunity Lender. NMLS #422990
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Tips to successfully grow tomatoes
Slicing into the first tomato of the season is a much anticipated moment for gardeners. Tomatoes are among the most
popular fruit or vegetable plants grown in home gardens.
Much of that popularity may be credited to the fact that red,

ripe tomatoes have a delicious, juicy flavor that serves as the
basis for all sorts of recipes. And since tomatoes can just as
easily be grown in a full backyard garden or in a container on
a patio or balcony, tomatoes appeal to gardeners regardless of
their living situations.
While tomatoes are relatively easy to grow, they are prone
to certain problems and pests. Knowledge of what
to expect when planting tomatoes and how
to start off on the right footing can
help produce a season’s worth of
delicious bounty.

Gardens say to leave anywhere from 24 to 48 inches between
plants to accommodate for growth and ensure the plants will
not get stunted.
· Plant deeply. Tomatoes tend to root along their stems.
If transplants are long and lean, dig a trench and lay the stem
sideways in the dirt, and then bend the top of the plant upward. Snip off the lower branches and cover with
soil up to the first set of leaves. This will produce extra root growth and stronger, more
vital plants.
· Give the plants support. Tomato cages or stakes can help keep
the leaves and fruit from touching
the ground, which can cause rot
and, eventually, death to the tomato plant.

· Wait until after the last
average frost date. Tomatoes can be grown from
seeds outdoors in warm areas, but tomato gardeners
often find success starting
seeds indoors six to eight
weeks before the last frost
date. Gradually introduce
seedlings to the elements for
a few hours each day, increasing
the duration of time outside. Then
they can be transplanted outdoors when
temperatures are consistently over 60 F.

· Lay down a layer of mulch.
Tomatoes grow best when the soil
is consistently moist. Mulch can help
retain moisture from watering and rain.
Mulch also will help prevent soil and soilborne diseases from splashing on the leaves
and plants when it rains. While you amend the soil,
make sure that it drains well and is slightly acidic.

· Choose a sunny spot. Tomatoes love to soak up sunlight, according to The Home Depot. Place the plants in a
· Prune away suckers. Tomatoes produce “suckers,”
sunny spot so they can thrive.
which are leaves that shoot out from the main stem. Removing these leaves promotes air circulation and keeps the
· Space out plants. The experts at Better Homes and plant’s energy focused on growing fruit.

All Types of Wiring

• Residential • Farm • Commercial
• Trenching Service
• Aerial Bucket Service
• General Repair
• MVEC Energy Wise Systems
Electric Heat
• Electric Motor Repair & Sales
Baldor, Dayton, GE & FASCO
• Furnace/AC/Heat Pump
Sales & Service

See us for FRESH PRODUCE at the
New Prague Farmer’s Market starting
May 9, 9 am - noon, East Town Plaza.
Looking forward to seeing you there at a distance!
Lonsdale Farmer’s Market
starting soon!

STASNEY ELECTRIC
(952) 758-2546

15970 320th St., New Prague
Licensed & Bonded

9 am -6 pm Mon.-Fri. • 8 am - 5 pm Sat. • 10 am - 4 pm Sun.

After a Long Winter
Your House
feels Down in
the Dumps...

SPA
TIME!

Did You Know...
SmartStrand Carpet
is made from

CORN OIL

So every square foot sold
during our spring sale
helps local farmers!

Revitalize your carpet with a
“Spa Treatment” from
Bisek Steam & Clean!
Turn this ad in to our technician at the time of cleaning
for your chance to win a little pampering yourself.

Signature

Invoice #

Sale runs thru
May 28th, 2020

320 First St. S
Montgomery, MN
507-364-8044

www.biseksteamandclean.com

320 1st St. S, Montgomery
507-364-7944
info@bisekinteriors.com
www.bisekinteriors.com
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Enjoy stuffed burgers this barbecue season

Barbecue season has arrived, so soon people will
be bonding in the backyard
over hamburgers and hot
dogs. Backyard barbecue
season begins in spring and
continues through summer
and, where the weather allows, into fall. Barbecues are
a perfect summertime soiree,
as they’re usually laid back
affairs and make use of the
pleasant weather.
While it’s fun to expand
your culinary horizons over
the open flame of a grill,
it’s important that you never
forget the basics, especially
when entertaining crowds
who are no doubt looking
forward to grilled burgers.
Giving the masses what they
want is good hosting, but
you can still try your hand
at a little experimentation
when serving burgers at your
next backyard barbecue. The
following recipe for “Herb
Cheese-Stuffed Garlic Burgers” from Andrew Schloss’
and David Joachim’s “Mastering the Grill” (Chronicle
Books) provides the best of
both worlds.
Herb Cheese-Stuffed
Garlic Burgers
Makes 6 servings

ash; 12-by-12-inch bed, 3 to
4 inches deep; clean, oiled
grate set 2 inches above the
fire

rectly from the grill, serve on separate until just before eatthe buns. If the burgers will ing.
sit, even for a few minutes,
keep the buns and burgers

1. Heat the grill as directed.
2. Using your hands, mix
the beef, garlic, salt, and
pepper in a bowl until well
blended; do not overmix. Using a light touch, form into
12 patties no more than 1/2inch thick.
3. Put a portion (about 11/2
teaspoons) of cream cheese
in the center of each of the 6
patties; top with the remaining patties and press together,
taking care to seal the edges
well. Refrigerate the burgers
until the grill is ready.
2 pounds ground beef chuck, 6 hamburger buns, split
85 percent lean
Oil for coating grill grate
2 tablespoons chopped
garlic
The Grill
Gas: Direct heat, medi1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
um-high 425 F to 450 F;
clean, oiled grate
1/4 teaspoon ground
Charcoal: Direct heat,
black pepper
light ash; 12-by-12-inch
charcoal bed (about 3 dozen
3 tablespoons herbed garlic coals); clean, oiled grate on
cream cheese, such as
lowest setting
Boursin
Wood: Direct heat, light

4. Brush the grill grate
and coat it with oil. Put the
burgers on the grill, cover
and cook for 9 minutes, flipping after 5 minutes, for medium-done (150 F, slightly
pink). Add a minute per side
for well-done (160 F).

Finding time for hobbies
can be difficult. Commitments to work and family
take up the bulk of many
people’s free time, making it
hard to squeeze in a favorite
hobby. But hobbies can benefit people in some interesting
ways. Understanding those
hidden benefits may compel
some people to make more
time for their favorite downtime activities.
· Hobbies can improve
your efficiency. Penciling
more activities into your day
planner may not seem like
something that will help you
create more time for hobbies,
but it just might. For exam-

952-492-3160
• Boulder & Block Walls
• Brick Paver
• Patio • Walks
• Drives
• Lakeshore Restoration
Drainage Correction
• Hydro-Seeding
• Erosion Control

www.lawnsareus.com

ple, if you know you have a
softball game or choir practice at night, then you might
waste less time surfing the
internet or talking around
the water cooler during the
workday. In a 2017 study
conducted for the staffing
firm OfficeTeam, researchers
found that the average office
employee spends about five
hours per week on his or her
mobile phone doing things
that have nothing to do with
the job. That’s five hours you
could be working, opening
up more time for hobbies before or after work.
· Hobbies can foster
social connections. In his
2000 book, “Bowling Alone,”
political scientist Robert Putnam described a reduction in
in-person social intercourse
that once enriched Americans’ social lives. By making
more time for hobbies, particularly those that promote
interaction with other adults,
men and women can foster
social connections that otherwise might never blossom.
· Hobbies can provide
health benefits. The American Institute of Stress notes
that some hobbies can help
people reduce their stress.
The AIS notes that some 56
million women in the United
States now knit or crochet.
That marks a 51 percent increase over the last decade.
That revival is attributed to
the stress-reducing properties
of knitting and crocheting.
Men and women coping with
stress need not learn how to
wield a sewing needle to alleviate their stress. Activities
that promote slowing down
and induce a relaxation response similar to knitting and
crocheting can be equally
beneficial.
· Hobbies can increase
quality time with your
children. Parents with hobbies can double dip, using the
time they would ordinarily
spend with their children
to teach them some of their
favorite hobbies. Take kids
along when you go fishing
or teach them how to plant
flowers and tend to a garden.
This is a great way to increase quality time with your
children while also affording
you a chance to continue engaging in your favorite hob-

jordan carpet care
PROFESSIONAL CARPET
& UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

• Carpets
• Upholstery
• Fabric
• Pet Odors
Protectant

5. To toast the buns, put
them cut-sides down directly
over the fire for the last minute of cooking.
6. If serving the burgers di-

Hidden ways you can benefit
from having hobbies

bies.
Hobbies can benefit people
in ways they never imagined,
making them worthwhile
pursuits no matter how much
or how little time you may
have.

FREE
ESTIMATES!

We’ve taken all precautions to
help keep Covid-19 under control!

Call Jim or Chris
952-492-2549
Jordan, MN

INSTITUTE
of
INSPECTION,
CLEANING
and
RESTORATION

CERTIFICATION

From Our

House
Yours...
to

• Home • Auto • Business
• Farm • Health • Life • Pet
• Disability • Long Term Care

Josh Farm, Deb Skluzacek, Stacy Hunt, Coley Selly

House of Insurance
Agency, Inc.

103 Oak Avenue SE
Montgomery
507-364-5511
All Forms of
Insurance
Available!
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How to clean when faced with a shortage of supplies

In light of concerns about COVID-19, various health orga- many are stocking up on extra essentials — resulting in shortnizations have issued specific instructions on how to maintain ages.
personal safety and cleanliness. These recommendations involve using common household products to sanitize homes,
Everything from hand sanitizers to paper towels may be
offices and public spaces. As people take such precautions, hard to find on grocery store shelves, leaving some to wonder
what they can do to remain safe without sanitizers?

From Blooms
to Veggies,

We have the plants you need!
• Annuals
• Veggie Plants & Seed
• Herbs
• Hanging Baskets
• Potted Arrangements

Shop in store or online with
curbside pickup available!

water can help break the protective envelope, states the EPA.
Soap and water can clean all surfaces in a home, especially
when applying a little extra elbow grease.

Hydrogen peroxide
As people clear isopropyl (rubbing alcohol)
off the shelves, do not discount hydrogen
peroxide. The CDC says household
hydrogen peroxide at 3 percent
concentration can deactivate
rhinovirus, the virus that causes the common cold, within
six to eight minutes of contact. Coronavirus is easier
to destroy than rhinovirus, so hydrogen peroxide may be effective at
combatting that virus as
well.

The Environmental Protection
Agency states that coronaviruses are some of the easiest
types of viruses to kill because they have an envelope around them that enables them to merge with
other cells and infect
them. If that protective
coating can be disrupted, the virus can’t do its
job. For those having
trouble finding wellknown cleaning agents,
these alternatives may
suffice.

Natural items can
be used for general
cleaning, but have not
been endorsed for use on
COVID-19 disinfection. In
lieu of shortages, white vinegar, baking soda pastes and
citrus oils and juices could fill the
void of chemically-based cleansers
for other home tasks.

Hot water and soap
The reason hand-washing is
at the top of the list of sanitizing
methods is because it is so effective
at washing away viruses and bacteria.
Friction from scrubbing with soap and

Visit our Website

hiddenhollowgreenhouse.com
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Doug Tousley - Service Technician
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Available on most La-Z-Boy styles. See store for details.

Refrigerators
& Freezers

Spruce Up Your Home for Spring!
• CLOCKS
• LIVING ROOMS
• BEDROOMS

Electric &
Gas Ranges

• LAMPS
• DINING SETS
• SOFAS & CHAIRS

Queen Sets Starting at $399
Over 35 sets to choose from!

Serta® iComfort®
Mattress Sets

Queen Sets Staring at $399

Over 150 Recliners IN STOCK!

STARTING AT $299

Washers
& Dryers

.99

106 Ferry St., LeSueur
Phone: (507) 665-2238
Fax: (507) 665-3789

www.wise-furnitureco.com

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30;
Thurs. 8-7;
Sat. 9-4; Sun. Closed
Sleep Center
Appliances & TV

– Anytime by appointment –

Gift Cards Available

Financing
Available!
*12 mos.,
no interest,
see store
for details.

