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Tri-City United:
Building on Our Solid Foundation

The 2018-2019 school
year is quickly approaching,
and Tri-City United is preparing for an exciting year
with our students, families,
and communities. This is truly a year for TCU to “Build
on our Solid Foundation” in
multiple different ways.

Building Projects
With deep gratitude to our
constituents for your support
of last February’s bond referendum, we are moving forward with the building projects. The roof replacement at
TCU Le Center School has
gone really well this summer
and is anticipated to be completed in mid-August. It has
been great to not have water
leaking into the school in the
areas of the roof replacement.
Construction bids were
issued in July for the eight
classroom addition onto TCU
Lonsdale. We anticipate construction to begin in mid-

September on this project.
The classrooms will be built
on the east end of the school
and we are planning for the
construction staging area to
remain in the east grassy area
in order to keep the front entrance safe.
Bids for the TCU High
School classroom additions,
science lab, Ag shop, and
auditorium will be issued in
August. The projected start
of this project is late September or early October and continue into August of 2019.
The renovations and secured entrance projects at
TCU Montgomery and TCU
Le Center; and the HVAC
improvements at TCU Le
Center will be bid later this
fall with construction work
scheduled for the summer of
2019.
In order to increase the
timeframe for construction
next summer, TCU is starting school one week earlier
and compacting our school

Teri M. Preisler
TCU Superintendent

year for an earlier end time
in May, 2019. This will also
help with student and staff
safety within construction areas.
Please keep an eye out for
our students starting school
on Monday, August 27 to insure their safety at bus stops
and walking to/from school.

beyond the building projects.
Our Empowering Learners
plan will be in year three and
expands the 1 to 1 Chromebooks to 9th, 10th, and 11th
graders as well as 7th and
8th grades having access
to Chromebooks at a 1 to 1
level. iPad and Chromebook
technology is also increasing
at our Kindergarten through
6th Grades.
Empowering Learners
AVID (Advancement via
and AVID
Individual Determination)
“Building on our Solid will expand to grades 7 to 10
Foundation” is a focus for and build upon the outstandour students’ learning well ing successes of our first year

implementation. AVID benefits students school wide
along with an elective course
for selected students to deepen their skills, confidence,
organization, and preparation
for career and college (of any
level) readiness. It’s an “all
in” system that supports all
students’ high levels of learning.
As always, we invite all
Tri-City United School District community members to
come and visit our schools,
attend our students’ many activities and events, and be actively involved in our schools
in whatever way fits your
time and interests. You can
also stay up to date and learn
more about TCU through
our Titan Times Newsletters,
TCU e-Newsletter, www.
tcu2905.us website, Tri-City
United Facebook and Twitter
sites, local newspapers, and
KCHK radio shows.

Student and Parent
Open House Schedules:
Tuesday, Aug. 21, 2018
4 to 7 p.m. Open House for
TCU Le Center and TCU
Montgomery Grades 7-8 (the
grade levels for this Open
House are different from past
years)
Wednesday, Aug. 22, 2018
4 to 7 p.m. Open House for
TCU Lonsdale K-5, TCU
Montgomery K-6, and TCU
Le Center K-6 (please note
the grade levels included in
these Open Houses)
6 to 9 p.m. Open House for
Tri-City United High School
(grades 9-12)
It’s a great time to be a
Titan and “Build Upon our
Solid Foundation”!
Teri Preisler is Superintendent of Tri-City United
School District and can
be reached at tpreisler@
tcu2905.us or 507-364-8100.
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All signs point to incredible year at TCU Montgomery PreK - 8

I hope you are enjoying
a wonderful summer. I also
hope you are relaxed, recharged and ready to start a
new school year. I am so delighted that you are part of
our amazing learning community. I welcome and value
your positive energy and
dedication to excellence in
education, and I look forward
to working with you and your

children.
All signs point to another
incredible and productive
school year. Our skilled and
devoted staff is already planning and preparing for your
child(ren). Our enthusiastic
office team is registering new
families, ordering needed
materials and updating student files.
Our hard working and con-

scientious custodians have
spent the entire summer thoroughly cleaning the facility.
And, our much-appreciated
PTA is gearing up to welcome families, provide volunteer opportunities, and offer other exciting events and
programs. We are indeed a
joyous and caring community with the common goals of
nurturing responsible, caring

Deborah Dwyer
Montgomery K-8 Principal

students and promoting highlevels of learning.
I look forward to greeting
you at our upcoming Open
House events.

Hello to all of our students and families of TCU Le Center

We are fast approaching
the beginning of the 201819 school year and there is
much to be excited about.
This school year we are further acting on our mission
To empower learners, Create
opportunities, and United for
success so that all can succeed.
This school year, we are
happy to announce that we
will be launching many opportunities for students within our classes. STEM opportunities include: Design and
Modeling, Robotics, App
Creation, Animals and Algorithms, Properties of Matter,
and much more! Other exciting opportunities for students
are: our School Newspaper
Club, new K-8 Technology,
Art, and Music courses, Genius Hour-a chance to focus
time on innovation and students’ passions, our AVID
college preparation program,
Student School Service class,
Big Buddy Little Buddy Program, and WIN time (a differentiated learning block).

Not only that, but we have increased access to technology
through our 1 to 1 technology
initiative.
These opportunities will
help our staff ensure our vision of providing your child
a creative and collaborative
environment where we are
committed to ALL students
achieving at high levels in
a safe and positive environment!
Here are some important
dates, times, and information:
TCU- Le Center will have
an open house and picture
night for our 7-8th grade students and families on Tuesday, August 21st, 4-7 pm, and
one for our K-6th grade students on Wednesday, August
22nd, from 4-7 p.m. * Picture
night for K-6 will happen
within the school day.
First day of school, Monday, August 27th, 2018.
School start and end times:
TCU-Le Center grades K-8
are 8:05 a.m. to 3:05 p.m.
TCU- Le Center Main Of-

if there is anything I can do
to help. Have a great rest of
your summer and see you
soon!

Brian Grensteiner
TCU Le Center Principal

fice Phone Line: 507-3576802
TCU District Webpage has
information regarding enrollment and bus registration,
free & reduced meals application, supply lists, daily
bulletins, and our monthly
school newsletter. www.
tcu2905.us
This school year we will
continue to show our “Titian
PRIDE” as we exhibit these
school-wide
expectations.
We would love to connect
with you this school year
on ways we can collaborate
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with you in the community
and/or your businesses. We
value this partnership immensely. Our students, staff,
and community are encouraged to proudly wear the silver, black and blue to show
our Titan PRIDE each Friday
of the school year within the
community, businesses, and
at school!
TCU-Le Center is excited
and ready to serve our community and work with you
to provide students the best
possible educational experience. We work hard to create
a positive school-wide environment where collaboration
fosters high levels of learning
and achievement for all of
our students and staff. Please
don’t hesitate to contact me
throughout the year at, 507357-6802 ext. 3000 or at
bgrensteiner@TCU2905.US

What’s New in Our
School at TCU- Le Center?
We are excited to announce that students will
have greater opportunities
than ever to foster their passions and interests. Students
in 7th and 8th grade will be
able to participate in a Nationally recognized program
called AVID. AVID stands
for “Advancement Via Individual Determination.” This
is a college pathway program
that helps students plan, research, and prepare for college, in addition to, learning
skills to help them be successful adults, all while closing the achievement gap.
K-8 students will also have
access to differentiated instruction in Math and Reading through our “WIN” Time
(What I Need) program. This
means that students will receive more time and support
within a small group or individual setting to respond
to their specific needs. We
have also added additional
advanced level STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) and technology classes. Students in grades
6-8 will engage in quarterly

STEM class, and students
grades K-5 will have multiple STEM units during the
school year. Tri-City United
has been recently recognized
as a "Distinguished District"
for providing broad access
to transformative learning
opportunities for students
through its Project Lead The
Way (STEM) programs. We
are one of just over 30 districts across the U.S. to receive this honor; with only 2
in Minnesota!
These courses are a nice
complement to our 1 to 1
student to computer initiative
as we provide our students
with increased access to
real world technologies and
programs. To help students
achieve this, all students K-8
will be enrolled into technology classes, and our upper
level students will have full
day access to mobile devices.
Many students will also participate in our Service within
the School course, PBIS program, Personalized Learning
opportunities, and flex seating environments.
Yes, there is much new to
celebrate at TCU-Le Center!
We are committed to our vision of ensuring that our students are achieving high levels of learning in a safe and
positive environment! Go
Titans!

Open House
Schedules:

Holy Redeemer School Wednesday, Aug. 22, 5 p.m.

TCU High School Wednesday, Aug. 22, 6-9 p.m.
TCU Montgomery K - 6 Wednesday, Aug. 22, 4-7 p.m.
TCU Montgomery 7 & 8 Tuesday, Aug. 21, 4-7 p.m.

TCU Le Center K-6,
Wednesday, Aug. 22, 4-7 p.m.
TCU Le Center 7 & 8,
Tuesday, Aug. 21, 4-7 p.m.

TCU Lonsdale K-5,
Wednesday, Aug. 22, 4-7 p.m.
TCU School Readiness,
Tuesday, Aug. 28, 5-7 p.m.
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Exciting year at TCU Lonsdale Elementary

As summer is coming to
an end, we are eager to see
each of you and begin our
2018-19 school year. Please
mark your calendars for our
Fall Open House on Wednesday, August 22 from 4:007:00 pm. Open House is an
excellent opportunity for
staff, students, and families
to meet and get acquainted.
Your child will also be able
to settle into their new learning space so that they are
ready to begin their first day
of learning on August 27.
As always, we have an
exciting year ahead of us at

The 2018-19 school year
brings new courses and programs to TCU HS. We have
added Computer Integrated
Manufacturing (CIM) as our
3rd Project Lead the Way
(PLTW) course at the high
school level. 		
Mr. John Head attended a
2-week training in Milwaukee back in June and is ready
to have our Titans work on
the new CNC machine; as
well as, learn how to use the
new robotic arms that will be
part of this course.
Our Health Sciences courses and are now part of an
“academy” program where
the courses are taken in conjunction with South Central
College with even more college credit and certifications
being awarded and earned by
the student.
Our Titans have wonderful opportunities to earn college credit through numerous
courses as we have partnerships with the University
of Minnesota-Twin Cities,
Southwest Minnesota State
University, Marshall, South
Central College, and Normandale Community College.
Within our TCU HS Career & Technology Education department, students can
qualify to earn Articulated
Credit, which is awarded

TCU Lonsdale Elementary!
hance engagement and stuWe remain focused on prodent learning. To that end, we
viding a nurturing and caring
are thrilled to continue that
learning environment that
work through a partnership
affords students access and
with Dr. Kim Johnson and
opportunity to learn through
Dr. Laura Maki at Minnesota
a rigorous and relevant, indiState University, Mankato.
vidualized learning environThis partnership will proment. Our staff is committed
vide us continued learning
to diving deeper and learnin ways that we can afford
ing more about how we can
students voice and choice
serve your learners and fathrough UDL.
cilitate their growth through
TCU Lonsdale Elementary
Mollie Meyer
a framework called Universal
is committed to serving our
Lonsdale Elementary Principal
Design for Learning (UDL).
students, families, and comWe have made great strides
munities. As such, we value
in recent years toward creat- ronments, aligning our cur- Standards, and utilizing vir- and seek input from our stuing flexible learning envi- riculum to Minnesota State tual learning spaces to en- dents, families and commu-

What's new at TCU High School
when a student earns at least
a B in specific CTE courses
in Ag Science, FaCS, Business Education, Computers,
and Industrial Education and
demonstrates mastery on certain skills and assessments.
After graduating high school,
students can then take their
Articulated Credit certificate
to the 2-year institution that
they plan to attend and have
college credit awarded saving the students the money
that would be spent on that
course in college.
Chromebooks will be in
the hands of grades 9-11 at
TCU HS this year. As many
of the adults in our school
district know, more and more
of our TCU HS courses are
on Moodle, which allows
our students to engage in
the course from anywhere
that WiFi can be accessed.
Paper is being used less and
less with assignments and
assessments being taken and
completed online in Moodle. This is another form of
Personalized and Blended
Learning here at TCU HS!
Also new to Tri-City United High School this year
is Mr. Chad Johnson, our
new grades 7-12 Activities
Director. Mr. Johnson has
been a physical education
/ social studies teacher and
athletic coach in the Sibley
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Alan Fitterer
5-12 Principal TCU Schools

East School District for a
number of years; as well as,
having been an AD in a different school district prior to
joining us at TCU HS. He is
looking very forward to his
new position and being able
to work with the excellent
young people, parents/guardians, community members,
and businesses of Tri-City
United.
TCU HS Music Program
Our Tri-City United High
School music program is as
strong as ever! Many have

had the opportunity to see
our TCU HS Marching Band
in our local parades under the
direction of our new Band
Director Mr. Bruce McWilliams. During the summer
months the TCU HS Marching Band marches and plays
in parades in the following
communities:
Cleveland’s
Cherry Creek Days, Janesville’s Hay Days, Montgomery’s Kolacky Days,
and Lonsdale’s Community
Days; as well as, marching in
the Montgomery Torchlight,

the Le Center St. Patrick's
Day and Memorial Day parades.
On our annual TCU Homecoming Friday, you can also
see and hear our sharply
dressed TCU HS Marching
Band in their Columbia Blue,
Black, and Silver uniforms
at each of our schools promoting Titan Pride with our
young Titans in an abbreviated school parade at each
site where the elementary
and middle school students
share great Titan support and
school spirit.
This August 26th, the Titans Marching Band will take
part in a very parade to celebrate the 100th Anniversary
of the American Legion. This
parade takes place in Minneapolis on that Sunday and
Tri-City United is honored
to have been selected for the
unique event.
Throughout the school
year, our TCU HS Bands and
Choirs share their musical
talents with our communities

nity members. Please do not
hesitate to contact our office
(507-744-3900) or email me
directly (mmeyer@tcu2905.
us) with questions and feedback. We are looking forward
to a year of building relationships, sparking critical thinking, and igniting a passion for
learning!

during our annual Veteran's
Day Program here at the high
school, at evening concerts,
both onstage and in the Pit
for our Fall Musical, and during the holiday time singing
and playing their instruments
when ringing the bell for the
Salvation Army's Red Kettle
Program at a local store front.
Both our band and choir
programs are extremely involved throughout the year
and in mid-May they put on
an incredible night of music
through solo, duet, sectional,
and large group performances
at our annual Pops Concert,
where one can eat an excellent catered in meal as well.
To close out the school year,
we have a choral group sing
at the National Honor Society Induction Ceremony, and
of course, both groups perform at our TCU HS Graduation Ceremony, the final performance by our graduating
Seniors each school year.
Welcome back one and all!
Go Titans!
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HRS earns accreditation to 2025

After two summers of
major improvements to the
school’s facilities, this past
summer seemed calm. All the
same, the HRS staff and administration are working hard
to finish up with a number of
improvements and welcome
a new staff member.
First, the Holy Redeemer
School once again earned
MNSAA accreditation for
the eligibility period of
2018 to 2025. Accreditation
from MNSAA (Minnesota
Nonpublic School Accrediting Association) involves a

voluntary method of quality
assurance that requires participating schools to evaluate
themselves, be validated by
outside experts, and improve
the quality of their programs.
Along with granting accreditation, MNSAA has
recognized Holy Redeemer
School for its dedication to
providing an “outstanding
educational program to the
George Vondracek
children of this area.” As part
Holy Redeemer Principal
of the school’s commitment
to continued growth and imHelping to carry out Holy
provement, HRS will col- sultants as it carries forward
Redeemer’s mission this year
laborate with MNSAA con- the school’s strategic plan.

is new faculty member Lucy
Nickolay. Miss Nickoly, who
is from New Prague and no
stranger to the area, will teach
Second Grade and, in addition, teach advanced math to
Middle School students.
Academically, HRS is continuing its work with new
curriculum materials to enhance the school’s current
STEM classes. Utilizing the
new “Defined STEM” program in grades preK-8, the
school will provide more
project-based lessons and
authentic science and engi-

neering experiences to all
students.
Starting my fourth year at
HRS, I encourage all area
families to investigate Most
Holy Redeemer by visiting
www.mosthrs.org. Current
students and parents to attend Open House at 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, Aug. 22. Parents
interested in registering their
children for either K-8 classes and/or the DHS-licensed
Little Lambs Preschool program should contact the
school at 507-364-7383.

Plenty is new at Holy Cross School

Greetings from Holy Cross
Catholic School!
If you
haven’t been to Holy Cross in
awhile, you will be surprised
at all that is new!
This year we are fortunate
to have several new teachers
in our ranks. Ms. MaryKatherine Deschamp comes to us
directly from NET Ministries
and the Granada-Huntley
East-Chain school district
and will be teaching all of our
music classes. Ms. Sydney
Fransiscus is a new graduate
of Hamline University and
will take on our Kindergarten
class. Ms. Kim Juncewski
taught Middle School Social
Studies at Cotter School,

in Winona, and also spent
time with NET Ministries.
She is our new Social Studies teacher for Grades 5-8.
Finally, Ms. Krista Rhein, a
graduate of Benedictine College, is taking over our Middle School English Language
Arts classes. We are excited
to have these wonderful educators join our faculty. They
have much to offer our students in pedagogy, academics and in faith!
Once again, we have enhanced the use of technology
at Holy Cross. Our students
in Grades 3-8 are each issued
a Chromebook for their classroom and homework use, and

Constance Krocak
Holy Cross Principal

our students in Grade K-2 are
each assigned an iPad. Additionally, we have added several engineering components
to our curriculum, inclusive
of projects with coding, ro-

botics, and 3D printing. Two
of our teachers are completing their STEM certification at the University of St.
Catherine, and are leading
the way for us in this exciting

world of STEM learning.
We have updated the
teaching model in our reading program in Kindergarten
through fourth grade. All students are assessed on their
reading level prior to the start
of the school year. With that
data, teachers will develop
fluid instructional groups of
students that are reading at
the same skill level, no matter what grade the reader
happens to be in. With all
teachers teaching reading at
the same time, students will
be assured of receiving instruction at their “just right
learning level.” After extensive research and review,

Holy Cross is ready to offer
something new in our middle
school literature classes as
well. Our learners in those
classes will enjoy several
new book selections in both
whole class and individual
reading projects and activities.
Here at Holy Cross it looks
to be quite an exciting year
filled with stimulating and
enjoyable learning experiences for all learners. If you
are interested in joining our
school community, please
contact us, come for a tour
and see what we have to offer. We are always happy to
meet you!

Students should implement cyber security
practices at home and in school

Thanks to advancements in
technology, students and educators are increasingly turning to tablets and computers when working on daily
assignments and classroom
activities. Students rely on
the internet for research and
keeping in touch with teachers and other students, and
work is even assigned and

completed via digital platforms.
Despite the upside of technology, cyber crime is a potential pitfall of all that time
spent online. The internet
provides instant access, and
that can put students at risk.
According to Verizon's
2016 Data Breach Investigations Report, the education

sector ranked sixth in the
United States for the total
number of reported "security
incidents." Schools are datarich, meaning they give hackers access to information like
identification numbers, birthdates, email addresses, financial data, medical records,
and more.
Students must understand

Love your car,
but not your payment?

Move your auto loan to Heartland
and get 1% Cash Back*
Apply today at www.heartlandcu.com
Offer Ends October 31
225 Chalupsky Ave SE, New Prague (next to Coborn’s)
*Offer valid 8/1/18 - 10/31/2018 and subject to change. The 1% rebate applies to new and used auto
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Students should implement cyber security practices at home and in school.

cyber security risks when have encrypted systems in
working and sharing data on- place.
line. The following are some
tips students can follow.
Limit sharing
Students are urged to be
Protect passwords
aware of what they share
Students are urged to keep online. According to Datatheir passwords to them- Management, a computing
selves. This prevents others service, information posted
from using accounts ma- to social media is permanent,
liciously or even in seem- and deleted items aren't necingly harmless ways that can essarily gone. Exercise cauput you in trouble, such as tion on social media. Don't
searching for inappropriate post unless it is something
content in school. Choose you would be comfortable
complicated passwords that sharing in public.
can't be easily guessed, and
opt for two-step authentica- Watch for phishing scams
tion whenever offered.
Phishing usually occurs
through fraudulent email
Use secured WiFi networks messages that mimic the look
Free or open WiFi con- of reputable solicitations.
nections are not encrypted, Scammers rely on these tacmeaning they can be ac- tics to tempt people to click
cessed by anyone. Many cy- on links or download attachber criminals gain access to ments that can put malware
information through these on a device and steal personchannels. Schools should al data. Exercise caution with

all links and downloads.
Schedule routine backups
Data can be lost if a device
crashes, so routinely back up
personal devices and home
computers. Backups can be
stored on external hard drives
or with cloud services.
Caution when filesharing
UC Santa Cruz's information technology services says
viruses and malware can be
transmitted by filesharing
software, and files offered
by others may not be what
they say they are. Only used
school-approved filesharing
options.
Cyber security is something
students should prioritize
this school year. The right
security measures can protect
students, their classmates and
their schools.

