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 Nearly two dozen teaching contracts were approved by the 
WEM Board of Education during the Monday, May 23 regu-
lar meeting.
 New hires to the district include WEM graduate Skylar Pet-
ry, who has been hired as a math teacher. Madison Dufault 
has been hired as en elementary teacher. Kelci Halvorson has 
been hired as a Student Success Coordinator.
 Six current teachers had their continuing contracts (tenure) 
approved. They include Maurice McCabe, who is in his first 
year as a teacher at WEM and five teachers who had their 
contracts approved for the third year which grants them ten-
ure. They are Kelsey Schiefelbein, Kaitlin Vetsch, Katherine 
Brown, Austin Nagel, and Joshua Smith.
 Twelve teachers had their non-textured techno contracts 
approved. They include Britta Robran, Haley Schaaf, Samuel 
Gavin, Carrie Brown, Max Haakonson, Clark Taynton, Dan 
Forcelle, Tyson Cooley, Bridgette Reuvers-Slinger, Anne 
Joubert, Alyssa Schmidtke, and Amber Karels.
 The board approved a resolution on the termination and 
non-renewal of the teaching contract of Robert Ross, a proba-
tionary teacher.
 In other WEM Board of Education business:
 • The board approved the retirement request of Pamela 
Malecha effective at the end of the 2021-22 school year. They 
also approved the resignation of Pegi Wolff, effective May 
10, 2022.
 • A 10 day extended year contract was approved for high 
school counselor Bridgette Reuvers-Slinger.
 • The board approved the reinstatement of 66 vacation 
hours from the 2012-19 school year for Superintendent Joel 
Whitehurst.
 • The following policies were approved:
 101 Legal Status of the School.
 102 Equal Education Opportunity.
 103 Complaints - Students, Employees, Parents, and Other 
Persons.
 104 School District Mission Statement.
 204 School Board Meeting Minutes.
 521 Student Disability Nondiscrimination. 

Commissioner races to be 
held in Le Sueur County
Jay Schneider
LRlife@frontiernet.net

 After one week of filing, 
two of the three Le Sueur 
County Commissioner Dis-
tricts will have races this No-
vember.
 County Commissioner 
District 2 has had two indi-
viduals file. Incumbent Com-
missioner Danny O’Keefe 
will face Dave Scheiber of Le 
Sueur. Others may still file.
 County Commissioner 
District 4 has so far had four 
individuals file. This District 
includes the City of Le Cen-
ter and the Waterville area. 
Those filing include incum-
bent Lance Wetzel and new-
comers David Priesler, Bob 
Emmers, and Nathan Hintz, 
all of Le Center. Others may 
still file.
 In County Commission-
er District 5, which includes 
the Elysian area, incumbent 
Commissioner Steve “Gump” 
Rohlfing is the only candidate 

as of Monday, May 23.
 Incumbents filing include 
Recorder Sharon Budin, 
Sheriff Brett Mason, and At-
torney Brent Christian. No 
other candidates have filed 
for these positions.
 There will be a race for 
Rice County Sheriff, with in-
cumbent Sheriff Jesse Thom-
as facing a challenge from 
Ross Spicer and Richard 
Bailey. John Fossum and Bri-
an Mortenson have filled for 
Rice County Attorney.
 In Waseca County, there 
will be one race. Jay Du-
las and Trevor Kanewischer 
have filed for the Waseca 
County Sheriff position, 
which opened up when Brad 
Milbrath announced his re-
tirement. All incumbents or 
current employees in other 
commissioner and county of-
fices have filed without oppo-
sition.
 Filing for offices started 
May 17 and will run through 
May 31.

Finstad and Ettinger 
win special election

Jay Schneider
LRlife@frontiernet.net

 Republican Brad Finstad 
and Democrat Jeff Ettinger 
were the top vote getters in 
the U.S. Representative Dis-
trict Special Primary Election 
held Tuesday, May 24.
 These two, along with 
Grassroots-Legalize Canna-
bis candidate Haroun Mc-
Clellan and Richard B. Reis-
dorf of the Legal Marijuana, 
will now be on the August 9 
special election ballot which 
will determine who will fin-
ish the last five months of the 
late Jim Hagedorn’s District 
1 U.S Rep office.
 Finstad edged Jeremy 
Munson, 13,835 (37.98%) to 
13,447 (36.92%) to earn the 
Republican place on the bal-
lot. Ettinger, a former CEO 
of Hormel, received 12,261 
(64.25%) to gain the DFL 
place on the ballot.
 Locally, Warsaw Town-
ship, Elysian Township, and 
the City of Elysian had the 
highest voter turnouts. War-
saw Township had 122 votes 
cast, with Munson receiving 
44, Finstad 42, and Ettinger 
10. Elysian Township cast 
105 votes with Munson re-

ceiving 67, Finstad 10, and 
Ettinger 8. The City of Ely-
sian cast 90 votes with Mun-
son receiving 36 votes, Et-
tinger 19, and Finstad 12.
 Munson received 36 of 
the 80 votes in the City of 
Waterville. Munson received 
30 of the 55 votes in Water-
ville Township. The City of 
Kilkenny cast seven votes.
 The City of Morristown 
had 63 voters, with 26 for 
Munson, 16 for Finstad, and 
8 for Ettinger. Morristown 
Township had 49 votes cast, 
with Munson receiving 23 
and Finstad 16.
 Le Sueur County backed 
Munson, with 970 votes. Fin-
stad received 332 votes, Et-
tinger 258 votes, and Jennifer 
Carnahan, Hagedorn’s wife, 
received 107 Le Sueur Coun-
ty votes.
 According to the Associat-
ed Press, the August 9 special 
election coincides with Min-
nesota’s statewide primary, 
which is the same day. The 
winner of the special elec-
tion, who will fill out Hage-
dorn’s term into January, will 
probably also win the dis-
trict’s primary the same day. 

Dam Days celebrating 37th festival
Jay Schneider
LRlife@frontiernet.net

 The 37th annual Morristown Dam 
Days Celebration started Wednesday, 
June 1 with the Miss Morristown and 
Little Miss Morristown Pageant.
 Vying for the title of Miss Morris-
town were Jenessa Baumgarten, Jordan 
Green, and Jaden Lang. Miss Minnesota 
Elle Mark attended the pageant.
 The activities continue Friday, June 3 
with a Euchre Tournament at the Mor-
ristown Community Center at 1:30 p.m. 
Local food stands open at 5 p.m. as  
does the carnival - Midwest Rides. The 
Twilight Parade starts at 7 p.m. and the 

Big Top Tent will feature “Old Country 
Boys” starting at 8:30 p.m.
 Events Saturday include a Kids Fish-
ing Contest at 8 a.m., Co-Ed Volleyball 
Tourney at 9 a.m., Farmer’s Market 
starting at 9 a.m., and the Medallion 
Hunt also starts at 9 a.m. The Top 25 
Car Show starts at 10 a.m. and the car-
nival will re-open at noon. Also at noon 
the RC Demolition Derby starts at noon. 
The Kiddie Tractor Pull will start at 3 
p.m. “The Blue Ringers” will perform 
at the Street Dance starting at 8:30 p.m.
 Sunday the Morristown Legion will 
hold their All You Can Eat Brunch start-
ing at 8 a.m. There will be an Ecumen-
ical Worship Service at 10 a.m. at the 

Peace Garden. The carnival, Kiddie Pa-
rade, and Kids Crafts all start at noon. 
The 10th annual Amateur BBQ Cook-
Off will be held starting at 1 p.m. The 
Morristown Morries host Janesville at 2 
p.m. Bar Bingo also starts at 2 p.m. at 
the Legion. A bike drawing will be held 
at 2:30 p.m., the Duck Drop at 4 p.m., 
and from 4:30 - 7:30 p.m. the Tropical 
Two will perform on the Mainstage. 
The $1,000 Raffle Ticket drawing will 
be held at 6 p.m.
 Check out the complete ad listing on 
the back page of this edition of the Li-
feEnterprise.

Board to 8

Lepperts named Dam 
Days Grand Marshals
Lisa Ingebrand
LRnews@frontiernet.net

 Long-time Morristown 
residents George and Mary 
Leppert have been named 
the Morristown’s 2022 
Dam Days grand marshals.
 The high school sweet-
hearts grew up in Waterloo, 
Iowa, and moved to Min-
nesota in 1959 as a married 
couple with two children. 
George worked for Mont-
gomery Ward at the time 
and had been transferred to 
a new position at the com-
pany’s Faribault location.
 In 1970, the family 
moved to Morristown, a place they knew from having spent 
time fishing at the dam.
 “We love Morristown,” George stated with a smile. “It’s 
peaceful. You don’t have the rush you have in the big cities… 
It’s a nice place to raise a family. All ten of our kids—Ken, 
Michele, Dan, Dennis, Diane, Debra, Keith, Bruce, Laura, 
and Shari—graduated from Morristown.” 
 George eventually moved on from his position at Mont-
gomery Ward. He sold insurance, worked at a plastic factory 
for a few years, and then enjoyed a 13-year career as an as-
sembler at McQuay’s. 
 While at McQuay’s, George 
opened Leppert’s Camper Sales 
in Morristown as a side job, a 

Photo courtesy of the Lepperts

George and Mary Leppert 
have been named grand mar-
shals of Morristown’s 2022 
Dam Days celebration, June 
3 - 5. 

Far left and clockwise, members of the WEM Choir per-
form during commencement ceremonies. Salutatorian Kiri 
Kerekes and Valedictorian Alex Heuss address those in at-
tendance. Members of the WEM Band. Riley Schmitz, April 
Cortez, and Anna LeBlanc are all smiles after receiving their 
diplomas.

Class of 2022 
Celebrates

Marshals to 8



 In the months of April 
and May 2022, agents with 
the Cannon River Drug 
and Violent Offender Task 
Force (CRDVOTF) received 
information from multiple 
sources that Christopher 
James Payne, 31, was 
involved in the sales of 
Fentanyl and illegally in 
possession of firearms in the 
City of Faribault. 
 On May 13th, 2022 
Faribault Officers conducted 
a traffic stop on a 2007 
Cadillac STS for Stop 
Sign violation and expired 
vehicle registration. During 
the traffic stop Payne was 
identified as the driver of 
the vehicle and admitted to 
having a cancelled driver’s 
license. The passenger of 
the vehicle was identified as 
Kaley Maria Wether, 31, who 
Payne said was his girlfriend 
and the owner of the vehicle. 
 A Faribault K9 was 
deployed and conducted 
a sniff of the vehicle and 
alerted on the back passenger 
side door. Upon searching 
the vehicle officers located 
a black backpack in the 
rear seat of the vehicle. In 

the backpack was a 9MM 
handgun with a round 
in the chamber, a glass 
smoking pipe with suspected 
methamphetamine residue 
and several documents with 
Payne’s name on it were 
located. Officers continued to 
search other backpacks and 
located a plastic container 
with a green lid that contained 
a large quantity of suspected 
blue and gray compressed 
fentanyl pills. Payne and 
Wethern were placed 
under arrest for controlled 
substance crimes. 
 The Fentanyl pills were 
later weighed and counted 
at the Faribault Police 
Department. The total weight 
of the Fentanyl located in the 
container was 767.52 grams 
(1.6 pounds) and the total 
amount of compressed pills 
was approximately 3,000. 
Agents tested multiple pills 
of different colors and they 
tested presumptive positive 
for Fentanyl. 
 On May 14th, 2022 agents 
executed a search warrant 
at the residence of 516 6th 
Street NW in the City of 
Faribault where Payne and 

Wethern reside. During 
the execution of the search 
warrant agents located a small 
amount of methamphetamine 
in the bedroom believed to 
be occupied by Payne and 
Wethern. Agents located a 
letter written by Wethern that 
acknowledged that Payne 
was providing controlled 
substances to others and 
that those individuals may 
need Narcan which is used 
to reverse the effects of an 
overdose. 
 Agents interviewed 
Wethern and she provided 
a Post-Miranda statement 
advising that she handled 
and carried the container 
with the Fentanyl pills so her 
DNA and fingerprints would 
likely be on it. Wethern also 
advised that she was aware 
of the firearm in the vehicle 
but that it belongs to Payne. 
Wethern also acknowledged 
writing the letter found at the 
residence. 
 Payne is facing charges in 
Rice County for 1st Degree 
Aggravated Controlled 
Substance Crimes and 
Prohibited Persons in 
Possession of a Firearm. 
Wethern is facing charges 
for 1st Degree and 5th 
Degree Controlled Substance 
Crimes.
 The Fentanyl pills 
typically sell individually 

for approximately $25 per 
pill. The street value of the 
Fentanyl pills if broken down 
and sold individually would 
be a value of $75,000. 
 CRDVOTF Commander 
Scott O’Brien commented, 
“Over the past few years 
Fentanyl overdose deaths 
have been on the rise. I’m 
proud of the continued 
effort and teamwork by 
the Task Force Agents, 
Patrol Divisions and local 
detectives working together 
to take these dangerous 
drugs out of our community. 
This significant seizure 
undoubtedly saved lives in 
Rice and Le Sueur County 
and others across the state of 
Minnesota.” 
 In Rice County you can 
call the Mobile Opioid 
Support Team (MOST) at 
(507) 299-0204 or online, 
and throughout the nation 
you can call the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration 
Helpline at 1-800-662-HELP 
(4357), or online. SAMHSA’s 
National Helpline is a free, 
confidential, 24/7, 365-day-
a-year treatment referral 
and information service (in 
English and Spanish) for 
individuals and families 
facing mental and/or 
substance use disorders. 
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From Minnesota Department of Health. 
Case data as of 05-31-2022. Vaccination data as of 05-26-2022.

COVID-19
County .........Total .......Deaths ..... 1st Dose .... 2nd Dose
Le Sueur .......6,654 ...............51 ........ 17,589 .........16,809
Rice ............18,604 ............. 178 ........ 43,489 ..........41,170
Scott ........... 41,934 .............262 ...... 106,928 ........101,742
Waseca ......... 5,671 ...............39 .........11,038 ......... 10,559
State .......1,507,168 ........ 12,633 .....3,916,617 .....3,711,940

Senior Dining Menu

Waterville Police 
Report
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 Carl Fridrik Wilhelm 
Krueger, Jr., age 89 of North 
Morristown, died on Satur-
day, May 21, 2022, at his 
earthly home before entering 
his heavenly home to spend 
eternity with his Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.
  Funeral Services were held 
at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
North Morristown on Tues-
day, May 31, 2022, at 10:30 
a.m. with the Reverend Juan 
Palm officiating. Interment 
was at Meadow Ridge Me-
morial Park, Faribault with 
military rites by American 
Legion Post #149, Morris-
town.
  Visitation was at Boldt 
Funeral Home, Faribault on 
Monday, May 30, 2022, from 
4 to 7 p.m. and also at church 
for one hour prior to the ser-
vice on Tuesday.
  Carl F., also known as 
“Carlie”, “C.W.”, and “The 
Allis-Chalmers Kid” was 
born on December 3, 1932 
to Carl F.W. and Anna 
(Melchert) Krueger, Sr. on 
the family farm in Morris-
town Township.
  Carl attended Trinity Lu-
theran School, North Mor-
ristown and later attended 
auctioneer school. He was 
baptized and confirmed in 
the faith at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, North Morristown. 
Carl served in the U. S. 
Army and was honorably dis-
charged. He married Sophie 
Ackman on August 22, 1959, 
at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Faribault and together they 
raised their daughter, Juanita.
  Carl was a lifelong farmer 
and he also worked for Wal-
ly Schmidtke shelling and 
hauling corn, was a licensed 
auctioneer, sold Pride Seed 
Corn, Norling Silos and Pole 

Sheds, M&M Feed, and was 
a machinery locator for over 
25 years.
  Carl served Trinity Luther-
an Church as chairman, and 
as president of the school. 
He was active in the annu-
al North Morristown 4th of 
July Celebration running 
the ice cream stand, making 
and pulling the “Welcome 
to North Morristown” float, 
as well as driving his prized 
Allis-Chalmers tractors in the 
parade. He was honored to be 
the Morristown, MN  2015 
Sesquicentennial ambassador 
with his daughter to the Mor-
ristown, TN Sesquicentenni-
al.  He took great pride and 
joy in being the 2006 Grand 
Marshal of the North Mor-
ristown 4th of July Celebra-
tion and was humbled to be 
named the 2010 Rice County 
Male Sr. Citizen Volunteer of 
the Year.
  Carl was a member of var-
ious organizations including 
the American Legion Post 
#149, Morristown where he 
served as a commander, Up-
per Midwest A-C Club, and 
Rice County Steam & Gas 
Association. Carl enjoyed, 
fishing, spearing, playing Eu-
chre, traveling, and loved to 
spend time with his wife and 
daughter.
  He is survived by his 
daughter, Juanita Krueger of 
North Morristown; a sister, 
Allien Ahlman of Morris-
town; a niece and two neph-
ews.
  He was preceded in death 
by his parents; his beloved 
wife, Sophie; brother, Mar-
tin; sister, Esther Krueger; 
nephew, Donald O. Schul-
tz; brothers-in-law, Ray-
mond Ackman, Elmer Ack-
man, Albert Schultz, and 
Edward Ahlman; Sophie’s 
parents, August and Emma 
(Grohman) Ackman; sister-
in-law, Edna Schultz; and 
special friend, Lila Smith.
  Memorials preferred to 
Trinity Lutheran Church or 
School, North Morristown. 
  Visit boldtfuneralhome.
com for information and 
guest book.

Carl Fridrik Wilhelm Krueger, Jr.

 John Clifford Renken, age 
93, of Fridley, passed away 
on May 20, 2022, two days 
shy of his 94th birthday. He 
was a devout Christian, hus-
band, father, grandfather, 
outdoorsman, inventor, and 
army sergeant.
 He was born in Green Isle, 
MN on May 22, 1928, grad-
uated from Waterville MN 
High School and Gustavus 
Adolphus College and was 
a CPCU (Chartered Property 
Casualty Underwriter). He 
lived in Waterville, MN and 
Fridley, MN. John served his 
country in both World War II 

and the Korean War.
 He is survived by his 
children, Jeff (Kathy); Da-
vid; Paul (Shelly); and their 
mother, Beverly Renken; 
sister- in-law, Fern Renken, 
stepdaughter, Rochelle (Don-
ovan) Williams, 17 grand-
children and 19 great- grand-
children. He was predeceased 
by his parents, John and 
Emily (Mehlhop) Renken; 
brother, Lowell Renken; sec-
ond wife, Mercedes Renken; 
stepchildren, David Ramirez, 
Gary Ramirez; and Kathleen 
(Russell) Otto.
 A memorial service will 
be held at North Heights Lu-
theran Church Chapel, 1700 
West Highway 96, Arden 
Hills, MN on Tuesday, May 
31 at 11 a.m. [use the “B” 
entrance]. Interment will be 
at a later date at Fort Snelling 
National Cemetery. For those 
wishing to donate, in lieu of 
flowers, memorials preferred 
to the Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association.

John Clifford Renken

Auctioneer’s Note: Colin is relocating therefore selling off two businesses. 
A full day, so bring your trailers. Many more items than listed!

Valek
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ACCEPTING:  Farm Machinery,  Vehicles, 
Lawn & Garden,  Nursery Stock,  Tools,

Building Materials,  Hunting & Fishing,  Hay.

Saturday, April 6, 2013  9 a.m.

LOCATION: Dakota County Fairgrounds, 4008 220th St. W., 
Farmington, MN  55024.

SPRING CONSIGNMENT

"ALWAYS A STRONG MARKET"

 TO CONSIGN: 
Larry: 612-978-6901 or

roxi@valekauctions.com

Check our website for pictures

www.valekauctions.com

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS. 
Auctioneer

Larry J. Valek   Lic.# 19-126  
cell 612-978-6901

Saturday, June 4, 2022    9 am
Location: 100 5th St., Farmington 

Location: From Hwy 50 take 105th St. North two blocks, Next to Creamery
Owner: Landscape Depot & Farmington Truck Center

LANDSCAPE BUSINESS  
AUCTION

Terms: Cash, check, major credit cards w/ convenience fee
No Buyers Premium at this auction

SKID STEER & VEHICLES
- 2019 Case SR 270 Track ma-
chine with 400 hours
- 2005 Duramax 4 door pickup 
with 174,00 miles, gray
- 1996 Chev one ton truck
- 1997 Mack diesel truck, 22 ft 
bed, 500,000 miles
TRUCK PARTS & TOOLS Gas 
powered cement mixers, ce-
ment hammers, cement cutters, 
pallet racking, new oil, large va-
riety of new truck hubs & parts, 
large impacts, 220 volt grinder, 
several steel benches, wire feed 
welder, transmission jack, Mack 

tools, cement blankets, air floor 
jacks, 100’s of new truck filters & 
belts, new alternators & suspen-
sion parts, starters, chop saws, 
nuts & studs, springs, cement 
chute, misc metal signs, new silk 
fencing, specialty tools, wind-
shield grabbers, new chains, 
binders, old truck manuals, 100 
mile aerial map, cement working 
tools, approx 100 new cement 
trowels, misc tires, tire cage, 
forklift cage, iron rack & iron, 
scrap iron, new yard tools, pal-
lets of leftover landscape items. 

GOLF
classic

Come have a ball, and play for a cause! 
All proceeds support local Veterans.

17th Annual Le Sueur County Veterans

                      To sign up, 
            call (507) 357-8279
Or email veterans@co.le-sueur.mn.us

Register 
by

July 8, 
2022!

Monday, July 25, 2022
Montgomery National Golf Club

12:00 p.m. Shotgun Start / 4 person scramble
Entry fee of $100 per person
Includes golf, cart, and dinner

Fentanyl Pills recovered by Cannon River Drug Task Force

The kitchen at The Village in Water-
ville will be delivering meals every day. 
The congregate part of the meal pro-
gram is not available until further no-
tice, but pick-up/delivery continues.

Monday, June 6: Orange Chick-
en, Brown Rice, Oriental Vegetables, 
Mandarin Oranges, Dessert, Milk.

Tuesday, June 7: Goulash, Peas, 
Tropical Fruit, Garlic Breadstick, Milk. 

Wednesday, June 8: Ham & Turkey 
Chef Salad, Breadstick, Fresh Orange, 

Dessert, Milk. 
Thursday, June 9: Pepper Steak/

Liver, Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy, Car-
rots, Dinner Roll/Margarine, Dessert, 
Milk.

Friday, June 10: Fish Pattie w/Tart-
er Sauce, Bun, Cheesy Hashbrown, 
Baked Beans, Dessert, Milk.

For home delivered meals, call 507-
362-8599 (leave message) before noon 
for the next day’s meal.

Full cost of meals is $8.55. A dona-

tion of $5.00 to $8.55 will help us to 
meet our cost to serve quality meals.

Older Adults (age 60+) and their 
spouse have a right to a meal based 
on their ability to donate. EBT (SNAP 
Vouchers) accepted. For guests under 
60 years of age, the charge is $8.55. 
Children under 12 years of age pay 
$4.00 and receive ½ portions.

Meals provided by Lutheran Social 
Services.

 Monday, May 23: Business, area, residential checks; 
Juvenile problem; Suspicious activity/person/vehicle; 
Suspicious activity/person/vehicle; School patrol; Animal 
complaint; Security check.
 Tuesday, May 24: Agency assist; School patrol; Medical; 
Security check.
 Wednesday, May 25: Medical; Business, area, residential 
checks; Medical; Medical; Harassment/threats; School patrol; 
Theft; Administrative detail.
 Thursday, May 26: Alarm; Security check; Business, area, 
residential checks; Traffic stop; Animal complaint; Suicidal 
person; School patrol; Medical; Missing person; Harassments/
threats; Assist.
 Friday, May 27: Security check; Directed patrol; Fire 
call out (no fire located); Suspicious activity/person/vehicle; 
Administrative detail; Major vehicle accident (no injuries); 
School patrol; Administrative detail; Missing person; Assist; 
Medical.
 Saturday, May 28: Suspicious activity/person/vehicle; 
Assist; Security check; Business, area, residential checks; 
Animal complaint; Traffic stop; Driving complaint; Traffic 
stop; Business, area, residential checks; Welfare check; Noise 
complaint; Missing person; Burn complaint.
 Sunday, May 29: Assist; Intoxicated person; Compliance 
check; Suspicious activity/person/vehicle; Agency assist; 
Business, area, residential checks; Compliance check; 
Animal complaint; Business, area, residential checks; Driving 
complaint; Parking complaint; Suspicious activity/person/
vehicle.



 Summer in Minnesota 
brings sunshine and excite-
ment with campgrounds and 
cabins opening and families 
heading out on vacation. All 
of the campers, trailers, and 
extra vehicle traffic makes 
Memorial Day to Labor Day 
a deadly time for traffic fatal-
ities each year on Minnesota 
roads.
 Unfortunately this time 
frame is also dangerous for 
your young drivers as col-
lege and high school end and 
they’re driving more often 
during the summer.  That’s 
why the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Public Safety Office 
of Traffic Safety is reminding 
all Minnesotans to drive safe-
ly.
 As the weather heats up, 
so do speeds. Extra enforce-
ment to slow down speeding 
motorists will take place July 
1 through July 31.  Through 

May 22 of this year, there 
were 34 fatalities linked to 
unsafe speeds. 
 Alcohol-related crash-
es not only take lives, they 
change them forever. Alco-
hol-related crashes contrib-
uted to 17 fatalities through 
May 22. The extra impaired 
enforcement campaign runs 
Aug. 19 through Sept. 5.  
 The Minnesota State Pa-
trol will continue Highway 
Enforcement for Aggres-
sive Traffic (HEAT) patrols 
through the summer to focus 
on speed and criminal activi-
ty.

 As of May 24, Minnesota 
is already at 124 traffic fa-
talities for 2022, compared 
to 149 in 2021.  The fatality 
report for 2022 so far: 11 pe-
destrians, 9 motorcyclists, 1 
ATV rider, and 103 vehicle 
crashes. 
 You can avoid a ticket — 
and a crash — if you sim-
ply buckle up, drive at safe 
speeds, pay attention, and 
always plan ahead for a sober 
ride.  Help us drive Minneso-
ta Toward Zero Deaths.
 If you have any questions 
concerning traffic related 
laws or issues in Minnesota 
send your questions to Sgt. 
Troy Christianson – Minne-
sota State Patrol at 2900 48th 
Street NW, Rochester MN 
55901-5848.  (Or reach him 
at, Troy.Christianson@state.
mn.us)

Lisa’s Lines
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

by Lisa Ingebrand
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Check out these must read outdoor survival and adventure stories:

 “Life of Pi” by Yann Martel (Adult Fiction)

 “The River” by Peter Heller (Adult Fiction)

 "The Call of the Wild” by Jack London (Adult Fiction)

 “Before the fall” by Noah Hawley (Adult Fiction)

 “Wild” by Cheryl Strayed (Adult Nonfiction)

 “A Walk in the Woods” by Bill Bryson (Adult Nonfiction)

 “Adventure North” by Sean Bloomfield (Adult Nonfiction)

 “The Hatchet Series” By Gary Paulson (Junior Fiction)

 “Robinson Crusoe” by Daniel Defoe (Junior Fiction) 

 “Wildfire” by Carrie Mac (Young Adult Fiction)

 “I am Still Alive” by Kate Alice Marshall (Young Adult Fiction)

These items and many more are available through the Traverse des Sioux Library System 
at tds-mt.iii.com and can be picked up at the Waterville Public Library.

The quilt is finished
The ladies of Colonial Manor have completed their quilt! They have decided to sell 
chances and the winner will be drawn at a later date, possibly during Bullhead Days. 
Pictured: Minnie Comstock and Ida Kaupa pose with the finished quilt. (The Elysian Enter-
prise - June 1, 1972)

100 Years Ago
June 2, 1922

 Mrs. Glyde Swain suffered 
the fracture of two ribs when 
she stumbled and fell as she 
was setting a hen in the ma-
chine shed on the north side 
of Elysian.
 Dr. Osborn and Harold 
Dressel expect to bring the 
county league pennant to 
Waterville again this season 
after they defeated Kilkenny, 
13-8.
 Elysian Creamery paid 39 
cents on the monthly settle-
ment.
 Harry Kluntz is erecting a 
fine home on the north shore 
of Lake Jefferson.

75 Years Ago
June 4, 1947

 A food sale will be held 
at Comstock’s Market. The 
sale is sponsored by the Band 
Mothers.
 An early warning that all 
Minnesotan game meat must 
be removed from cold stor-
age lockers before June 30 
was issued by Frank D. Blair, 
Game and Fish Director. Af-
ter that date it will be illegal 
to have any game meat taken 
during the Minnesota hunting 
seasons.
 The City Fathers pur-
chased a used truck from 
Melvin Kritzer.
 Mr. Rumallo Watzek has 
been elected to represent 
Tetonka Lodge No. 138, An-
cient Order United Workmen.

 A son, John Slattery, was 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Slattery in Waseca.

50 Years Ago
June 1, 1972

 Waterville defeated Ely-
sian in town ball action. Ken-
ny Krenik had three hits for 
Elysian and Sam Terrell add-
ed two hits. Mike Grose was 
3-for-4 with two home runs 
for Waterville. 
 Effective July 1, drivers 
on Minnesota’s streets and 
highways may turn right on a 
circular red traffic signal.
 Mr. Lawrence Meskan 
and Mr. Milan Behr were the 
Class advisors for the Wa-
terville-Elysian High School 
Class of 1972. Valedictori-
an was Linda Schwartz and 
Salutatorians were Kathleen 
Pittmann and Jerri Dale.
 Mrs. June Sautbine an-
nounced her retirement 
from the staff of the Water-
ville-Elysian School. She 
served the last several years 
as girls physical education 
instructor.
25 Years Ago
June 5, 1996
 Donna Pittman was named 
the Waterville Bullhead Days 
Grand Marshal.
 Abigail Cook, Elisha He-
bert, Jesi Randalls, Danielle 
Taylor, and Jessica Welch are 
the candidates for the crown 
of Miss Waterville.
 Junior David Morris and 
freshman Tona Schmidtke 

advanced to the Class A State 
Track and Field Meet. Morris 
advanced in the 1,600-meter 
run and Schmidtke in the shot 
put and discus events.
 First Team All Conference 
baseball player from WEM 
was Alex Wesley. Cory Con-
nors, Wade Hrdlicka, and 
Ryan Tegmeier were named 
Honorable Mention All Con-
ference.
 Leigh Kunelius, Elisha 
Hebert, and Shelley Boettch-
er were named First Team 
All Conference in soft-
ball. Stephanie Wenker was 
named Honorable Mention 
All Conference.

10 Years Ago
June 7, 2012

 Sue and Royal Myers were 
named the 2012 Bullhead 
Days Parade Grand Mar-
shals.
 Miss Waterville candidates 
were Danielle Meyer, Kayla 
Stiernagle, Ashley Stangler, 
Briana Adank, and Brittany 
Buesgens.
 New members installed 
into the Elysian Legion aux-
iliary were Abbie Anderson, 
Amy Williams, Melissa Ro-
emhildt, and Junior members 
Kaitlyn Roemhildt.
 Helen Boese was present-
ed the 2021 Friend of Edu-
cation Award from the WEM 
Education Association.
 Rev. Juan Palm is installed 
at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
North Morristown.

 To cap off the school year, 
my daughter Ellen’s fourth 
grade class created a living 
wax museum of great leaders. 
 Out of the list of dozens 
of names, my little redhead 
chose Lucille Ball.
 Why did she chose Lu-
cille Ball? Because she was 
a redhead. (You’ve gotta love 
10-year-old logic.)
 Things started out great. 
 Ellen dove into the re-
search work, reading books 
about Lucille Ball’s life and 
watching “I Love Lucy” ep-
isodes on her tablet. 
 We managed to find the 
perfect 1950s-style dress and 
an aunt agreed to pin-up El-
len’s long hair the morning of 
the wax museum.
 A lot of the actual proj-
ect work was completed at 
school, which was so nice 
(especially after the heavily 
at-home Nevada State Box 
project).
 I thought things were mov-
ing along smoothly. 
 I thought Ellen was on 
track to do great and repre-
sent the beautiful Lucille Ball 
well.
 Of course, nothing involv-
ing my spirited child could be 
that simple.
 About a week prior to the 
wax museum, Ellen came 
home from school fuming 
mad and announced she was 
no longer going to be Lucille 
Ball. She flat-out, adamant-
ly—and dramatically—re-
fused to be Lucille Ball.
 It took a lot of prying and 
nagging and lecturing to fig-
ure out why.
 Turns out, she discovered 
that Lucille Ball was a FAKE 
redhead—and Ellen was per-

sonally wounded by this real-
ity.
 Honestly, I, too, thought 
Lucille Ball was a natural 
redhead, but Ellen showed 
me the page in the “I Love 
Lucille Ball” book where it 
states that the famous red-
head was indeed a blonde in 
real life. She ultimately dyed 
her hair red to stand out on 
screen.
 “Mom! She’s famous for 
being a redhead, but she 
wasn’t really a redhead! Can 
you believe that?!” spouted 
Ellen, who, in horror, added: 
“She was a BLONDE like 
Anna (her big sister), and I 
DON’T want to be a blonde!” 
 It was a whirlwind of emo-
tions and facts and sisterly 
competition and self pride. 
 Ellen loves her red hair 
and how it helps her stand 
out. Back in preschool, she 
made her teacher cut special 
pieces of yarn just for her so 
her craft could have RED hair 
like her.
 She had chosen Lucille 
Ball BECAUSE she believed 
Lucille Ball was a redhead (a 
fact her sister chose to laugh 
about—in front of her—a bit 
too much, which caused even 
more of a tussle). 
 It took days to fully con-
vince Ellen to re-embrace her 
assigned project. We weren’t 
going to let her fold. She had 
to stick with it and complete 
what she started—she had 
to do the project she was as-
signed.
 She wasn’t happy about 
it, but she did it, and on the 
morning of the wax museum, 
she got up early and went to 
her aunt’s house to get her 
hair pinned up. Red lipstick 

was applied and big earrings 
were selected to complete the 
look. She looked adorable! 
 She remained a bit salty 
about having to impersonate 
a fake redhead, but she also 
decided it was pretty darn 
cool that Lucille Ball was 
kicked out of her first acting 
class, couldn’t sing, and still 
went on to be a star and one 
of the first women to ever 
own a studio in Hollywood.
 Ellen was also impressed 
by the fact Lucille Ball was 
the first pregnant woman 
to be shown on television 
and that her marriage to 
Desi Arnaz—on and off the 
screen—helped America em-
brace mixed-race marriag-
es. (“How were those things 
even a problem, mom?” my 
21st Century child innocently 
questioned.)
 Ultimately, the project 
taught us a lot about history, 
about Hollywood, and about 
a very funny and motivated 
woman who never gave up 
her goal of becoming a star. 
 When I walked into the 
school gym to view the wax 
museum, my little redhead 
stood out, like redheads do. 
Her curled hair was piled 
on top of her head with the 
tips of a handkerchief stick-
ing out—in true Lucille Ball 
fashion—and the black and 
white polkadot '50s dress was 
on point… and Ellen wore a 
huge grin. 
 Of course, part of her 
monologue, which Ellen 
stated after a museum guest 
“pushed a button,” informed 
people that Lucille Ball did in 
fact dye her hair red.
 I think even Lucille Ball 
would have chuckled.

My little Lucille Ball
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WEM junior Ethan Grenwald takes off out of the blocks 
during the North Sub-Section Meet held at Sibley East 
High School May 26. Greenwald advanced to Sections in 
the pole vault.

More Sports 
on Page 6
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SPORTS

Jay Schneider
LRLife@frontiernet.net

 Eighth grader Addison Con-
don advanced to Section in three 
events and teamed with senior Ri-
ley Sammon, sophomore Madison 
Zimbrich, and freshman McKenna 
Schuster to win the 4 x 100-me-
ter relay at the Section 2A, North 
Sub-Section meet Thursday, May 
26 at Sibley East.
 Condon won the long jump with 
a distance of 16-feet. She also 
placed sixth in the 100-meter dash 
in 13.66. The 400-meter relay quar-
tet was clocked in 52.37 to defeat 
runner-up JWP by nearly a second.
 A total of eight WEM athletes 
have advanced to the Section 2A 
Meet, which will be held Satur-
day, June 4 at Mankato West High 
School.
 This season the Section was split 
into a North and South Sub-Section, 
instead of four different Sub-Sec-
tions. There are also three classes 
this season, one more than in the 
past. The top eight individuals and 
top four relays in each Sub-Section 
advance to Sections.
 Joining Condon and the re-
lay team at Sections in individu-
al events will be Sammon, Zim-
brich, sophomore Josie Volkmann, 
freshman Ashlyn Pelant, freshman 

Tatum Richards, and senior Lydia 
Ell.
 Sammon advanced in the pole 
vault, clearing 8-feet to place third 
overall. Richards cleared 7-feet and 
placed sixth overall.
 Zimbrich placed second in the 
200-meter dash in 28.03, just be-
hind Addison Hoof of Lester Prairie 
(27.14).
 Volkmann will advance in the 
800-meter run, placing third in a 
time of 2:35.46. Ruby Ballalatak 
of Sibley East won the event in 
2:33.67.
 Pelant advanced in two events, 
placing third in the shot put with 
a distance of 32-feet, 5 1/2-inches 
and seventh in the discus with a dis-
tance of 85-feet, 2-inches. 
 Ell placed sixth in the discus 
with a season best toss of 85-feet, 
4-inches.
 The 4 x 200-meter relay team of 
Richards, Volkmann, Ella Duen-
es, and Megan Krostue missed ad-
vancing by one spot, placing fifth in 
1:59.80.
 Placing ninth was freshman 
Madeline Heuss in the 3,200-meter 
run (14:58). 
 Placing tenth were seventh grad-
er Kyeria Morris in the 400-meter 
dash (1:07.47), freshman Shel-
by Briggs in the 3,200-meter run 
(16:08), and sophomore Macy An-

derson in the pole vault (7-feet).
 The 4 x 800-meter relay team of 
Heuss, Alenka Jans, Isabella Quick, 
and Kaitlyn LaFrance placed sixth 
in 12:42.

 The 4 x 400-meter relay team of 
Volkmann, Zimbrich, Morris, and 
Jaiden Willaims placed seventh in 
4:36.70.
 The team championship was won 

by Sibley East with 136 points. 
JWP placed second (81), MVL third 
(77), WEM fourth (67) and Mayer 
Lutheran fifth (64).

Jay Schneider
LRlife@frontiernet.net

 Senior Sam Rezac, junior Ethan Greenwald, sophomore 
Jasper Morris, sophomore Evan Lange-Wenker, and fresh-
man Preston Grams will continue their track and field sea-
sons at least one more week after advancing to the Section 2A 
Meet after top three performances at the North Sub-Section 
Meet at Sibley East Thursday, May 26.
 Lange-Wenker had the top Buccaneer performance, plac-
ing second in the high jump by clearing 5-feet, 8-inches. Sam 
Halvorson of MVL won the event with a height of 6-feet. 
Lange-Wenker also placed 10th in the 300-meter hurdles in 
50.59.
 Rezac placed third in the discus competition with a dis-
tance of 131-feet, 8-inches. Lincoln Suedbeck of Sibley East 
was the winner with a distance of 136-feet, 9-inches.

 

Morris placed fifth in the 800-meter run in a personal best 
time of 2:09.53.
 Grams also set a personal record with his fifth place finish 
in the 1,600-meter run in 5:09.97.
 Greenwald cleared a personal best 9-feet, 9-inches to place 
seventh in the pole vault. He also finished ninth in the triple 
jump with a distance of 36-feet, 6-inches.
 The 4 x 200-meter relay team of Rezac, Lange-Wenker, 
Aric Williams, and Cody Culhane placed fifth in 1:39.63.
 The 4 x 100-meter relay team of Ahmad Alladin, Culhane, 
Williams, and Rezac placed seventh in 50.51.
 The Buccaneers placed tied for ninth with Mayer Lutheran 
with 30 points among the 11 teams entered in the Section 2A, 
North Sub-Section Meet. Sibley East won the title with 147.5 
points. The Wolverines were followed by MVL (103), River 
Valley (76.5), GFW (67), and Le Sueur-Henderson and Nor-
wood-Young America (63).
 This season the Section was split into a North and South 
Sub-Section, instead of four different Sub-Sections. There are 
also three classes this season, one more than in the past. The 
top eight individuals and top four relays in each Sub-Section 
advance to Sections, which will be held Saturday, June 4 at 
Mankato West.

WEM advances five athletes to advance to Section 2A Meet

Eight Buccaneers advance to Section Track and Field Meet

Leanne Kavitz Photo

McKenna Schuster hands the baton to Madison Zimbrich in the 4 x 100-meter relay at the North Sub-Sec-
tion Meet Thursday, May 26. The team placed first and is seeded No. 1 in the Section 2A Meet which will 
be held June 4 at Mankato West.

Jay Schneider
LRlife@frontiernet.net

 The WEM softball team started as the No. 
4 seed in the eight-team Section 1A, West 
Sub-Section Tournament.
 They had an 8-10 overall record heading 
into the tournament.
 They won three straight games, two by 
one run and two against teams seeded higher, 
one of whom who shut them out earlier this 
season..
 The Bucs returned to Waterville Thursday, 
May 26 as the West Sub-Section Champions 
after knocking off No. 1 seed Faribault BA, 
10-9 in the championship at Austin.
 The week opened with an opening round, 
6-5, win over Kenyon-Wanamingo Monday, 
May 23. The following day the Bucs trav-
eled to No. 1 seed Hayfield and defeated 
them, 6-3. The Vikings lost 6-4 to WEM in 
April.
 The Buccaneers advanced to the West 
Sub-Section Championship Thursday at 
Todd Park in Austin and faced No. 2 seed, 
Faribault BA, who had downed the Bucs 7-0 
in May. WEM turned the tables and edged 
the Cardinals, 10-9, to advance to the Sec-
tion 1A Championship game.
 Faribault BA is still alive in the tourney 
after downing Hayfield Thursday, 4-2, in an 
elimination game. Wabasha-Kellogg was the 
East Sub-Section Champion after downing 
Southland, 10-4. Southland and Faribault 
BA will play Tuesday, May 31 at 5 p.m. in 
an elimination game. WEM faced Waba-
sha-Kellogg in the winner’s bracket cham-

pionship. The loser of this game will play 
the winner of the Southland vs. Faribault BA 
game Tuesday at 7 p.m.
 The Section 1A Championship game(s) 
are scheduled for Thursday, June 2 at Austin.
 In the win over K-W, the Knights jumped 
out to a 3-0 lead after one inning. WEM took 
a 4-3 lead with four runs in the bottom of the 

second inning. Two runs scored on a throw-
ing error, one on a passed ball, and one on a 
sacrifice fly by Rylee Pelant.
 An infield single by Addy Taylor scored 
Pelant in the fifth inning. An RBI double by 
Alayna Atherton plated Jenessa Baumgarten 
in the sixth inning, giving the Bucs a 6-3 
lead.

 The Knights scored two runs in the top of 
the seventh.
 Gloria Cortez pitched the complete game, 
allowing only two earned runs on nine 
hits. She did not walk a batter and has only 
walked one batter all season in more than 
100 innings pitched.
 Green, Baumgarten, Atherton, and Emma 
Woratschka had the four WEM hits.
 A four run fourth inning was all the Bucs 
needed in their win over Hayfield. Hannah 
rBuns led the offense with three hits and two 
runs scored. Atherton finished with two hits, 
a double, three RBI, and a run scored. Dae-
lyn Judd picked up a pair of hits. Green had 
a double and an RBI.
 Cortez allowed two earned runs on nine 
hits. She struck out three and did not walk a 
batter.
 In the win over Faribault BA, Baumgarten 
had two doubles, while Green and Atherton 
each had one. Atherton scored twice and 
knocked in two runs. Baumgarten scored 
twice and knocked in two. Taylor also 
knocked in a pair of runs.
 The Bucs had only five total hits, but 
scored six unearned runs, courtesy of three 
errors and six walks. Faribault BA scored 
four in the first and three in the second, tak-
ing a 7-3 early lead. The Bucs exploded for 
seven runs in the third. The Cards scored 
single runs in the fifth and sixth innings, but 
were unable to tie the game.
 Faribault BA collected 15 hits and seven 
earned runs off Cortez, who struck out one 
and did not walk a batter. Both teams left six 
runners on base.

Section 1A, West Sub-Section Champions, front row, left to right: Addyson Taylor, Jor-
dan Green, Gloria Cortez, Rylee Pelant, Emma Woratschka, and manager Mitchell 
Tegmeier. Middle row, left to right: Daelyn Judd, Hannah Bruns, Jenessa Baumgarten, 
Jenae Androli, Izzy Slechta, and Kaedyn Judd. Back row, left to right: head coach 
Crystal Lamont, Briley Velzke, Lindy Caldwell, Alayna Atherton, Grace Baker, Anna 
Voegele, Emma Ready, and assistant coach Kelsey Bauer.

Buccaneers win West Sub-Section Softball Championship

Jay Schneider
LRlife@frontiernet.net

 The WEM baseball team put together one 
of their best performances this spring in their 
Section 2AA, Sub-Section game against 
Belle Plaine Thursday, May 26.
 Freshman pitcher Ivan Pratt limited the Ti-
gers to only seven hits and four runs in a 4-0 

Belle Plaine victory.
 “Ivan pitched really well for us with six 
strike outs and only four runs,” head coach 
Josh Smith said. “Our defense played great 
behind him.”
 Pratt and Caleb Caron were the only Bucs 
to reach base. Pratt had a one out single in 
the fourth. Caron walked with one out in the 
seventh.

 The Bucs ended their regular season sched-
ule with a 13-3 loss to Tri City United. Caron 
pitched into the sixth inning, with the game 
tied at 3-all. TCU scored one run in the fifth 
and added nine more due to errors and mental 
mistakes, according to Smith.
 Ethan Muellerleile reached base three 
times with a double, walk, and was hit by a 
pitch. He also scored a run.

 Caron finished with two hits including a 
double. Pratt. Elijah Wetzel, and Tytan Lar-
son also had hits. Maverick Herrley walked 
in the first inning.

Belle Plaine ends WEM baseball season
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ACCOUNTING

YEAR ROUND SERVICES
● Accounting/Bookkeeping

● Tax Preparation
● Payroll Services/Processing

103 HWY. 13 N., SUITE 4
WATERVILLE

www.LakesRegionAccounting.com
507-362-4484

ATTORNEY

Monica
Rye

Attorney at Law

507-412-8888
315 Main Street E.

Waterville, MN 56096

AUTO REPAIR

 

Carl & Sue Morsching
507-267-4435

Est. 1984 • 203 E. Main St., Elysian

AUTO SALES

www.heintztoyota.com
1234 Raintree Road
Mankato, MN 56001

Bus. Phone

(507) 387-1148
Toll Free

(800) 936-0026
Cell: 507-382-4270

Laurie Danberry
Sales and Leasing

BANK

frandsenbank.com 
Member FDIC

WATERVILLE
507.362.4251

Todd Schwartz 
President
NMLS 1377300

Everything Local. 
Everything Easier.
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BEAUTY

Monday - Friday: 
9am-6pm

Saturday: 8am - 12pm
Sunday: Closed

CONSTRUCTION

James Bros.
Construction

Crushed Rock, Gravel, 
Black Dirt, Septic Systems, 

Basement Digging, 
Backhoe Work, Bobcat Work, 

Lakeshore Rip-Rapping, 
Certified & Licensed 

Septic System Installer
Phone (507) 267-4789

Elysian,MN

DENTISTS

A small town practice with  
the latest in Dental Technology.

William A. Struve, D.D.S.

507-362-8474
204 N 4th Street • Waterville

ELECTRICIANS

Temple Electric
Electric Motor Repair 

Rewinding
Magneto & General Repair

204 NW 21st St., Faribault

Ph. (507) 334-6989
1 Block N. of Junction Hwys 3 & 21

GROCER  
  117 Main St. E.

   Waterville • 507-362-8188
www.DavisMP.com

Open daily 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Closed: Easter, Thanksgiving & Christmas

5% Senior Discount Wednesdays!
Carry Out Service! Fresh Meat & Produce,

Full Line of Grocery, Dairy, Frozen, Health & 
Beauty Products, Best Choice private label, 
Weekly Ads (Wed-Tues), Accept all Major 

Credit Cards, WIC, and EBT, ATM available.
SEE RICH FOR SPECIAL REQUESTS!

Small enough to care, large enough to serve!

HANDYMAN  
TEX ANDERSON
Professional Handyman

“Mr. Fix-it”
Call (507) 362-8849

Cell: (507) 661-5110
Waterville, MN

INSURANCE  

Elysian Agency, Inc.
201 East Main Street
Elysian, MN 56028
Jared LaFrance,
Sherry Wandrie,

Rhonda Morsching, 
Stephanie Flatau, 

Brooklyn Henninger 
& Shelby Hermel  

(507) 267-4653
Fax (507) 267-4014

 LIFE ∙ HOME ∙ AUTO ∙ BUSINESS ∙ HEALTH

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

Directory Ads start at 
Only $35 per month.

Summer concerts in 
Waseca 

 Waseca Public Library’s seventh summer concert se-
ries will once again take place in Trowbridge Park. This li-
brary-sponsored series will bring a variety of music to the 
community on Tuesday nights at 7 p.m., starting June 7.
 “Innocent,” a reggae band, will lead off the series on June 
7. Packed with thought-provoking lyrics, cool guitar, and a 
captivating state presence, “Innocent” puts up quite an exhil-
arating show.
 “Buffalo Galaxy” will embark to explore deep space with 
light-speed bluegrass when they perform on June 14. Each 
member brings with them a tradition of Bluegrass and Amer-
ican music as their bedrock.
 The orchestral-pop rock band “We Are the Willows” hits 
the stage on June 21. They craft dynamic sounds with a con-
templative air using pedal-steel, violins, and cello.
 Musician Chris Koza will close out the series on June 28. 
Born out of folk, country, storytelling, and rock ‘n roll, Koza 
both honors and builds on Americana traditions by incorpo-
rating a unique pop-music sensibility and rich harmonies.
 In case of rain, the concert will be held at Waseca Public 
Library.
 This music series is sponsored by the E.F. Johnson Foun-
dation and the Friends of the Waseca Public Library. Contact 
the Waseca Public Library at 507-835-2910 or afinley@tds.
lib.mn.us for more information.

 The Elysian Area Library 
will be hosting a Native Pride 
Dancers performance on 
Tuesday, June 7, starting at 
10 a.m. The program is free, 
and all are welcome. 
 Feel the beat of the drum, 
experience the hypnotizing 
power of dance, and enjoy 
the rhythm of the music as 
the Native Pride Dancers 
share the cultural history, 

traditions, ways, beliefs, and 
spiritual importance of indig-
enous dancing.
 This program was made 
possible by the voters of 
Minnesota through a grant 
provided by the Traverse des 
Sioux Library Cooperative, 
thanks to a legislative ap-
propriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund.

Native Pride Dancers 
at library June 7

Submitted Photo

Elysian EDA honored  
Up Town Cuts

The Elysian Economic Development Authority (EDA) hon-
ored Up Town Cuts as the Business Spotlight of the Month 
for June 2022. Throughout the year the EDA will honor one 
business per quarter with a plaque and an article on the Ely-
sian EDA website spotlighting their business. Check out the 
EDA website at www.elysianmn.com for more information 
about Up Town Cuts. Left to right: Steve Ritchison (Elysian 
EDA), Tasha Hering (Up Town Cuts owner), and Mack Ev-
ans (Elysian EDA).

Corn planting is 60% 
complete 

 Moderate weather conditions allowed farmers 3.7 days 
suitable for fieldwork during the week ending May 22, 2022, 
according to USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Ser-
vice. An excess of moisture in the ground continued to delay 
fieldwork in many locations. 
 Topsoil moisture supplies were rated zero percent very 
short, 2 percent short, 60 percent adequate, and 38 percent 
surplus. Subsoil moisture supplies were rated 0 percent very 
short, 5 percent short, 64 percent adequate, and 31 percent 
surplus. 
 Corn planting reached 60 percent complete, 20 days behind 
last year and 10 days behind the 5-year average. Corn emer-
gence reached 24 percent.  
 Soybean planting was 32 percent complete, 18 days behind 
last year and 11 days behind the 5-year average. Soybean 
emergence reached 7 percent. 
 Planting progress for spring wheat is at 11 percent, oats at 
59 percent, barley at 23 percent, dry edible beans at 2 percent, 
potatoes at 57 percent, and sugarbeets at 27 percent. Alfalfa 
hay first cutting is at 1 percent. 
 All hay condition was rated at 6 percent very poor, 8 per-
cent poor, 30 percent fair, 47 percent good, and 9 percent ex-
cellent. Pasture condition was rated at 7 percent very poor, 11 
percent poor, 35 percent fair, 40 percent good, and 7 percent 
excellent. 

--WATERVILLE--
Cannonville Community
20092 Tetonka Lake Road 

623-332-2535 
Sun: 8:30 am Worship.

Evangelical United 
Methodist

319 Main St. E. 
Pastor Kathy King 

Sun: 9:30 am Worship; Hon-
oring Graduates

First Baptist
14534 State Hwy 60 

Sun: 8:30 am Prayer Time;
9 am Sunday School

for all ages;
10 am King’s Café;
10:30 am Worship. 

Wed: 6:15 pm Kids 4 Truth
& 412 Youth Group.

Holy Trinity Catholic
506 Common St. E. 

Fr. John Powers 
507-362-4311 

Sat: 5 pm Mass 
Sun: 10:30 am Mass. 
Mon., Tues., Thurs.,

Fri. - 9 am Weekly Mass.

N. Waseca Lutheran ELCA
40430 120th St., Waseca 

Interim Pastor 
507-234-6463 

Sun: 8:45 am Worship Ser-
vice.

St. Andrew’s Episcopal
210 W. Lake St. 

Handicap entrance in back 
507-835-1309 • 362-8292 

Sun: 9:30 am Morning Prayer 
with Coffee & Fellowship 

to follow.

St. Peter (Bell) Lutheran
21377 Tetonka Lake Rd. 
Vacancy Pastor Bjornstad 

Sun: 8:45 am Sunday School;
10 am Worship.

Trinity Lutheran LCMS
415 Lake St. W. 

Rev. David Mumme 
Sun: 8 am Family Bible Class 

9 am Divine Service. 
Tues: 3 pm Midweek

Bible Study.

--ELYSIAN--
Bethlehem Lutheran

200 Park Ave NE 

Vacancy Pastor Bjornstad 
Sun: 8:30 am Service/HC.

St. Andrew’s Catholic
E. Main St. 

Fr. John Powers 
Sun: 8:30 am Mass. 

Wed: 9 am Mass.

United Methodist
Pastor Dean Wolf 
201 4th St. N.W. 

Sun: 9 am Worship.

--MORRISTOWN--
Bethlehem Lutheran

404 W. Franklin St. 
Pastor Travis J. Loeslie 

Thurs: 6:30 am Bible Break-
fast.

Sat: 9 am A.A. Mtg.
 Sun:  9 am Worship; 
10:30 am Bible Class.

Peace United Methodist
205 Division St. N. 
Pastor Elden Eklund 

Sun: 10 am Worship Service 
with Fellowship to follow.

Trinity Lutheran
North Morristown 

507-685-2307 
Handicap Accessible

Thurs. 7 pm Divine Service. 
Sun: 9:30 am Worship Ser-

vice.

--KILKENNY--
St. Canice Catholic

183 Maple St. 
8:30 am Mass 1st Saturday

of each month.

St. John’s Lutheran
158 N. Laurel Ave. 

Sun: 9:30 am Worship.

--CLEVELAND--
Church of Christ
900 State Hwy 99 
Pastor Rob Perry 

507-931-5924 
Sunday: 9:45 am Fellowship;
10:15 am Worship Service.

St. Paul’s Lutheran
German Lake ELCA

10 mi. west of Waterville or
10 mi. NW of Elysian 
Pastor Karl Rydholm 

507-469-6202 
Sun: 9:30 am Worship.

Area Church Schedule
Thurs., June 2 - Wed., June 8, 2022
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INSURANCE

Home • Auto • Business • Life 
Health • Farm • Bonds

Stop in or call
Mike

(507) 362-8976
212 Main Street East,

Waterville, MN  56096

Waterville 
Insurance Agency

MORTGAGES

PLUMBING, HEAT, AIR

Brian Ellingsworth
Master Plumbing Lic. # 057105-MR

Residential, new ConstRuCtion, Remodeling

(507) 461-1634 • Waterville

Waterville 
Heating & A/C

COMPLETE PLUMBING & HEATING

American Standard China, 
State Water Heaters, 

Moen & Delta Faucets

For More Than 100 Years

PRINTING

A full-service printing company 
professionally staffed and 
equipped to meet all your 

printing needs.
MN South Lake Region

LifeEnterprise
115 South Third Street

507-362-4495 • Fax 507-362-4458

REAL ESTATE

c21-lake.com

(507) 267-4779

Shelby Meyer
507-381-4972

LuAnn Warner
507-320-2848

Susan Larvick
612-910-8403

LoryAnn Stangler
507-995-4136

Michelle Lee
507-461-2697

Located on Highway 60 between Lake Francis
and Lake Elysian • Elysian, MN 56028

REAL ESTATE

ROOFING
Free

Estimates
Licensed & 

Insured

Thomas Morsching
Construction LLC
Thomas Morsching
Cell 507-330-1779

Tear-off Reroof • Roof Repairs - New
B.C. 20634311

SERVICES

LLC

TAX PREPARATION

Morsching-Olson
Your year-round 

Tax & Forms 
Preparation Service
(507) 267-4353
Business - Individual

107 Hwy 60 S., P.O. Box 300
Elysian, MN 56028

TRUCKING

Morristown’s Biggest
Rock Group!

Commercial & Residential 
Excavating, Sand & 
Gravel since 1954.

TRUCKING & EXCAVATING
& DEMOLITION LANDFILL

507.685.2222
www.timmstrucking.com
24366 Holland Ave | Morristown, MN 55052

WATER CONDITIONING

Bemis
Water Conditioning

Mark Bemis • (507) 267-4456
Brian Bemis • (507) 685-2140

Sales & Service
Shop located in

Waterville, MN 56096

(507) 362-4323

WELL DRILLING

Bemis
Well Drilling

Serving the area for
more than 100 years.

Drilling • Well Abandonment 
Pump Sales & Service
Shop (507) 362-4323

Mark Bemis (507) 267-4456
Brian Bemis (507) 685-2140

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

We look 
forward 

to serving 
you!

Directory 
Ads start at 

Only $35 
per month.

To have your 
business listed in this 
Professional Services 

Directory Call
507-362-4495

 Waterville’s Emergency 
Management (EM) Team has 
a new tool, a 2022 Polaris 

Ranger XP. 
 The machine was 
purchased using a $22,000 

life-saving equipment grant 
that was awarded to the local 
EM team by Firehouse Subs 

Public Safety Foundation. 
 “We are thankful to 
Firehouse Subs Public Safety 
Foundation® for providing us 
with this invaluable funding,” 
stated Doug Spicer, the City 
of Waterville’s Emergency 
Management Director. “The 
added benefit of having 
the very best equipment 
on hand means a safer  
Waterville community.”
 According to a press 
reaimprove response time and 
will allow for easier access to 
challenging locations where 
cars, trucks, and helicopters 
cannot operate, including 
narrow passageways like 
secluded lots and city events, 
as well as rugged, off-road 
terrain. The Ranger is also 
less expensive to operate 
and maintain than a full-size 
vehicle. 
 For the past 16 years, 
Firehouse Subs Public 
Safety Foundation® 
has supported first 
 responders and public 
safety organizations 
nationwide.  D u r i n g 
the most recent grant cycle, 
the Foundation awarded 90 
grants totaling more than 
$2 million to public safety 
organizations across the 
country that need critical 
lifesaving equipment and 
resources.

Photo courtesy of Dan Guarrero
Members of the Emergency Management (EM) Team pose with their newest tool, a 2022 
Polaris Ranger XP. Pictured (left to right): Front row - Deputy EM Director Amy Cyr, (inside 
the Ranger) EM member Valerie Vail, EM member Ann Traxler, (standing outside) City 
Council member Roy McIntyre, and EM member Glen Waugh. Back row - Waterville EM 
Management Director Doug Spicer, EM member Sarah Kreger, and Public Information 
Officer Dan Guarrero. 

Polaris Ranger is Emergency 
Management’s newest tool

Locals students earn 
college recognition

 Three local students received honors at their respective 
colleges following the spring semester.
 Adelia Atherton of Waterville and Austin Thom of 
Morristown were named to the Dean’s List at Winona 
State University. Both students were enrolled full-time and 
achieved a minimum grade point average of 3.5.
 Brielle Bartelt of Waterville, was named to the Dean’s List 
at Iowa Lakes Community College. She’s a full-time student 
who earned a grade point average of 3.25 or higher.

Student News

Library system 
sponsoring local events

 The Waseca-Le Sueur Regional Library System will be 
sponsoring a number of events at local venues during the 
summer months.
 A Native Pride Dancing performance will be held at The 
Main Street Venue in Elysian Tuesday, June 7 at 10 a.m. 
 Feel the beat of the drum, experience the hypnotizing power 
of dance, and enjoy the rhythm of the music as the Native 
Pride Dancer shares the cultural history, traditions, ways, 
beliefs, and spiritual importance of indigenous dancing.
 A Teen Life Skills program will be held at the Elysian 
Library on Saturday, June 11 at 9 a.m. This event is exclusively 
for ages 13-18.
 Learn how to create a budget with Joel LaFrance (President 
of Elysian Bank), eat healthy with Chance Washburn (HyVee 
Nutrition Assistant), and basic car maintenance tips (including 
how to change a tire) from Carl and Sue Morsching (Elysian 
Auto).

Library News

Indians one-hit Wells
Jay Schneider
LRlife@frontiernet.net

 Dallas McBroom pitched five hit-less innings and Bladyn 
Bartelt allowed one hit over four innings in an 8-1 win over 
Wells in a 13-60 League amateur baseball game Sunday, May 
29.
 McBroom struck out seven and walked two in his longest 
pitching performance of the early summer. Bartelt, fresh off 
a season with Minnesota State University-Mankato, allowed 
one hit, two walks, and struck out five.
 Bartelt was also the hitting star, going 5-for-6 with a double 
and a run scored. Luke Sellner was 4-for-6 with a double and 
four RBI. Also collecting hits Nolan Wetzel, Tommy Gannon, 
Ben Boran, Shane Sellner, Sam Stier, and Jayson Schneider.
 The Indians also played a non-league game Friday, May 27 
and were defeated by St. Peter, 17-0 in seven innings.
 Colby Fessel, Danny Kneeland, and Isaac Turner each had 
two hits for the Indians. Luke Sellner allowed six runs on five 
hits in the first three innings.
 Waterville will host Waseca Sunday, June 5 at 2 p.m. and 
will host Courtland Wednesday, June 8 at 7:30 p.m.

Jay Schneider
LRlife@frontiernet.net

 The City of Waterville 
received two bids for the 
clean-up of the Funky Munky 
Bar in downtown Waterville.
 Timm’s Trucking of 
Morristown had their low 
bid of $112,500 approved by 
the Waterville City Council 
during a special meeting 
held late Thursday afternoon, 
May 26. A second bid of 
$142,500 from Blue Earth 
Environmental Company 
out of Mankato was also 
received.
 According to Timm’s 
Trucking owner Randy 
Timm, June 6th is the date 
which they signed to start 
demolition, but he said they 
may move that date to Friday, 
June 3.
 Timm said they plan to 
clean up the burnt debris first. 
Then they have to test the 
flooring for contaminants, 
which is assumed to have 
asbestos in it. Once they 
receive these results, which 

could be as quick as a few 
hours or as long as a few 
days, they will continue with 
the demolition.
 Plans are to start from the 
south side of the building 
and work forward. There are 
plans in the works to stabilize 
the walls before Bullhead 
Days if the work has not been 
completed.
 Timm said depending 
on how long the test on the 
flooring takes, they could 
have the clean-up pretty 
well finished in five days. 
If they have to wait more 
than a few hours on the test, 
they will have to halt their 
clean-up until the results are 
determined.
 The asbestos part of 
the clean-up is the most 
difficult part, with certain 
requirements for removal  
and disposal, which are much 
more stringent than the other 
portions of the clean-up.
 Timm said they have a 
licensed asbestos supervisor 
on their staff who will deal 
with asbestos issues.

Clean-up to start
 within a couple of days

Minnesota BCA 
investigating death in 

Morristown
 A news release from the Rice County Sheriff's Office stated 
the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension is on the 
scene in Morristown Tuesday, May 31 investigating a death 
scene. 
 The Rice County Sheriff's Office received a call for service 
early this morning in Morristown regarding a disturbance.
 According to the press release, the Rice County Sheriff's 
Office at 12:41 a.m. Tuesday morning, was sent to a 
disturbance call in the City of Morristown. 
 "Upon arriving on the scene the Patrol Deputies made 
contact with a male at the residence who stated a person was 
badly injured. The Patrol Deputies located a deceased male. 
One adult male was taken into custody. There is no perceived 
threat to the public at this time. This is still a very active 
investigation. The Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) 
is processing the scene,” the press release read.
 The individual was booked Tuesday morning into the Rice 
County Jail on charges of murder without premeditation with 
a firearm. The person’s name and the deceased man will be 
withheld pending formal charges.
 According to the Rice County Jail roster, a Cody Kolstad 
was booked into jail May 31 on a possible charge of murder 
without premeditation involving a firearm. 
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Brat Dogs are BIG time 
Lisa Ingebrand
LRnews@frontiernet.net 

 The idea of dunking a deli-
cious bratwurst in a cornbread 
batter and deep-frying it first 
came to local entrepreneurs in 
2018.
 Fast forward four years and 
the idea-on-a-stick is one of the 
hottest food items at multiple 
venues, including Huntington 
Bank Stadium.
 “We took the 60-year-old 
concept of a corn dog and made 
it better,” Randy Splett said of 
the “brat dog” business he and 
his wife, Myranda (Pittmann), 
have created out of their home 
in Morristown with the help of a 
business associate. They named 
their business: Minnesota’s 
Original Brat Dogs.
 For months, they shopped 
around and taste-tested multiple 
bratwursts and cornbread bat-
ters.
 They tried various combina-
tions of products and different 
frying methods, and they held 
tastings for family members and 
friends, until finally, they found 
the winning combination.
 “We get all of our brats from 
Steve’s Meat Market in Ellen-
dale,” Splett stated proudly. 
“They’re top quality—honestly 
the best brats I’ve ever had—
and we’re proud to support an-
other small-town business.”
 Their brat dog stand served 
up their unique food at six 
events that first summer. Three 
main flavors of brats were of-
fered—Minnesota wild rice and 
cheddar, original, and jalapeno 
pepper jack—plus, one or two 
limited flavors like blueberry 
and pizza.
 “Our first event was Morris-
town’s Dam Days, and I’ve got 
to give credit to Steve Nordmei-
er for that,” Randy shared. “I 

pitched the idea of us having a 
stand at Dam Days to him—we 
had only the idea, no equipment 
at the time—and he made it 
happen. I think he called me up 
and said something like, ‘We’ll 
let you in.’ And, that’s where we 
started.”
 The following season, Min-
nesota’s Original Brat Dogs 
were served at 21 events, and 
brat dogs managed to snag the 
interest of the Minnesota Go-
phers.
“We were asked to do a tasting 
for Huntington Bank Stadium 
representatives, which we did 
in January or February 2020. 
Then, Covid hit,” Splett ex-
plained. “We took the year off, 
and quite honestly, we didn’t 
know if we were going to make 
it through Covid. But, during 
that time, we saw other food 
stands setting up in parking 
lots, which led to us knowing 
we needed to be mobile.”
 Instead of quitting, the 
Spletts decided to separate 
from their business partner and 
invest more into the business. 
They bought an old fire truck 
they planned to turn into a food 
truck at an auction, but before 
they could start transforming 
the vehicle, they were tipped off 
on the sale of a used food trailer 
and purchased it.
 Becoming mobile meant not 
having to set up tents, tables, 
and cooking equipment at every 
event. Things became more effi-
cient, more feasible.
 The freshly branded Brat Dog 
food trailer debuted at Morris-
town’s Dam Days in 2021, but 
it was at Elysian’s Fourth of 
July Celebration that a Hunting-
ton Bank Stadium representa-
tive once again connected with 
Splett.
 “We did another taste test for 
Huntington at the end of July, 

and then, they said they want-
ed us up there,” he explained. 
“It was a big step for us, a great 
way to get our product out 
there.”
 The Spletts were provided a 
24-foot by 25-foot area in the 
West Plaza of Huntington Bank 
Stadium. Everything from fry-
ers to coolers to prep areas, the 
family had to provide.
 “Thankfully, my mom, Julie, 
was a cook for the school for 25 

years and was able to help us 
set things up efficiently,” Splett 
stated. “Everything else, we just 
figured out as we went.”
 But, there was no easing into 
the new venue.
 The Brat Dogs stand opened 
at Huntington Bank Stadium on 
September 1. The Minnesota 
Golden Gophers were playing 
Ohio State, and the crowd was 
large.
 “It was super scary at the 
time,” Splett admitted with a 
shake of his head. “Thankfully, 
we had a great crew of work-
ers there—12 of our cousins, 
friends, and family members... 
We were busy. But, now, we 
have a better idea of how things 
work, and now, we average 
about 500 brat dogs per game 
there.”
 Soon, other stadiums began 
inquiring about Brat Dogs, 
which led to more tasting events 
and meetings.
 “One of his strengths is how 
he communicates with people. 
He is a talker,” Myranda said. 
“He’d much rather talk to some-
one in person instead of over the 
phone, but if he can get in front 
of someone, usually, he wins 
them over.”
 Williams Arena was the next 
big venue to have a Brat Dogs 
stand, with brat dogs served 
throughout the 2021-2022 bas-

ketball season.
 Sever’s Corn Maze also re-
cruited Brat Dogs as a vendor 
last fall.
 Then, came US Bank Stadi-
um.
 “Brat Dogs will have two lo-
cations on US Bank Stadium’s 
concourse this season—one on 
the main level in Section 111 
and one on level three in Sec-
tion 341,” Splett announced. 
“It’s exciting, and I hope our 
friends from this area come find 
us up there.”
 Mariucci Arena has also ex-
tended an offer to the Spletts.
 When asked how it feels to 
have their business grow so 
quickly in such a short time, 
both Randy and Myranda smile 
at each other and shake their 
heads.
 “Honestly, we’re a bit shell-
shocked,” Splett stated. “It’s 
already at the point that we 
have to decline some events, 
and we’re working to find a 
good balance between the busi-
ness and our family... It’s good 
growing pains. We feel incred-
ibly blessed to have a growing 
business and a great pool of em-
ployees.”
  The couple has three chil-
dren--9-year-old Adelaide, 
6-year-old Hudson, and 4-year-
old Archer. Myranda is an ed-
ucator in the Faribault School 

District and Randy now oper-
ates Brat Dogs full-time from 
April through October. During 
the winter, he works for Center-
Point Energy.  
 So, what’s next for the up and 
coming brat dog? Splett contin-
ues “flirting” with other stadi-
ums, and the family continues 
to play with “side options” such 
as fried pickles and tater tots, 
which they serve with their brat 
dogs when and where they can. 
The Spletts are also contemplat-
ing having their product manu-
factured for retail sales.
 They’ve achieved a lot, but, 
for Randy, there’s one more key 
bucket list dream—to have Brat 
Dogs at the State Fair.
 “We’ve applied to the Min-
nesota State Fair, but so far, we 
haven’t gotten word on if we’re 
‘in’ or not,” Splett shared. “I’d 
sure hope we get in... Actually, 
I don’t quite know how’d we 
make it work, but we would. 
It’s the State Fair. It’s like one 
of the biggest achievements for 
food vendors.”
 But, no matter how big they 
get, the Spletts promise to re-
main dedicated to their home-
town and are committed to 
serving up their fresh, delicious 
product at Morristown’s Dam 
Days, Waterville’s Bullhead 
Days, and Elysian’s Fourth of 
July this summer.

Photo courtesy of Myranda Splett
The Randy and Myranda Splett family of Morristown are the owners of Minnesota’s Original Brat Dogs, which now serves 
deep-fried brats at multiple venues, including Huntington Bank Stadium. Pictured: Randy and Myranda posed in front of 
their food trailer with their children (left to right): Hudson, Archer, and Adelaide.

KCHK celebrates 500th Live Musician Friday
 July of this year will mark 10 years 
that Tom Goetzinger has been the Gener-
al Manager and morning person for New 
Prague’s local radio station KCHK. One 
month after Goetzinger went on the air, 
he started featuring live music concerts 
on Friday mornings. The show is known 
as “Live Musician Friday” or “L-M-F,” 
since August 2012, a live music offering 
has never been missed.
 On Friday May 20, the 500th show was 
celebrated with a huge jam session held 
at the station northeast of New Prague. 
“Actually the May 20 show was number 
511,” explained Goetzinger.  “The actual 
500th show aired on March 4. We hold 
the big Jam Session to celebrate our mile-
stone shows which requires the musicians 
to wait outside until it’s their turn to play. 
That would have been difficult to do in 
March, so we had to set a date when the 
weather would cooperate.”  The weather 
on Friday, May 20, was a little cool and a 
little damp but the musicians were com-
fortable in the “outdoor greenroom” set up 
on the front lawn of the station.  
 The musicians participating in the event 
started showing up as early, 4:30 a.m., and 
a variety of live music was played on the 

station from essentially 5 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Music genres ranging from Polka, Classic 
and New Country, Rock and Roll, Gospel, 

and others were presented throughout the 
show.  
 “I don’t think there are too many radio 
stations you could tune into on that day 
which aired nine hours of live music. The 
variety performed was very representative 
of what the show has evolved into over 
the past decade and I was thrilled with the 
number of musicians who joined us for 
the celebration,” stated Goetzinger. Over 
50 musicians rolled through the studio. 
Many of them from the area, but some 
came from a distance, from communities 
such as Mankato, Fairbault, and from the 
metro area.
 When asked about the future of the 
show, Goetzinger responded, “Well, we’re 
already chopping wood on 600 in row and 
have identified that date as February 2, 
2024, so it’s full steam ahead!” 
 KCHK Radio went on the air in 1969 
and is found at 1350 AM and 95.5 FM 
with an assortment of streams and apps. 
Live Musician Friday airs from 6:50-
9:30 a.m. every Friday morning. Tom 
Goetzinger has hosted each show except 
for one.

Photo Courtesy of Tom Goetzinger
From left to right are Justine Jacobson, Kenny Nelson, and Lisa Murphy, The Singing Cowgirl. They were among those at 
KCHK’s celebration of its 500th Live Musician Friday.

Photo Courtesy of Tom Goetzinger
Among the more than 50 guests 
at KCHK Radio’s 500th Live  
Musician Friday were Jerry Minar, left, 
and Michael Hennen.



business which evolved into 
Leppert’s Camper Supplies, 
a successful full-time busi-
ness. George was known 
for assembling high-quality 
customized aluminum truck 
toppers for his customers—
sometimes while they waited. 
 “I had one couple drive up 
from another state to get a 
topper, and luckily, I had the 
supplies on hand and the time 
to do it, so they waited and 
watched me work,” George 
said. “I think they were hap-
py with it… I was happy I 
was able to help them.”
 After 24 years in business, 
George sold the company to 
his son, Ken, in 2000.

 George served on the 
Morristown City Council 
for eight years and was part 
of the city’s Planning and 
Zoning Committee for three 
years. He was also one of the 
original planners of the Dam 
Days celebration. 
 “I was on the city council 
at the time, and people had 
been asking why we didn’t 
have a yearly celebration—
like Waterville has Bull-
heads Days and such—so, 
we started looking into it,” 
he shared. “We went to the 
Junior Chamber group that 
they had at the time and ask 
if they’d support something. 
From there, we started gath-

ering and talking to commu-
nity members and organiza-
tions to see if they’d do food 
stands or something… The 
first Dam Days was really 
small.” 
 George remembers the in-
augural Dam Days included a 
small parade and local church 
groups and other organiza-
tions having food stands. 
 “We did close off the 
streets like we still do now, 
but it was much smaller… 
There was no carnival that 
first year, and no one from 
outside Morristown, really. 
It was a real small commu-
nity event,” he stated. “Oh! 
And there was a dunk tank—

I should know. I was in the 
thing.”
 George credits Jim Hermel 
with growing the celebra-
tion’s parade the following 
year. “He was more knowl-
edgable about those kinds of 
things and did a really good 
job making the parade what 
it is today,” George stated. 
“Then, the carnival was lined 
up, and it all really grew.” 
 For years, Mary enjoyed 
throwing candy from the 
Leppert Camper Supply 
Dam Days Parade entry and 
always whipped up an extra-
large batch of sloppy joes for 
the family to enjoy. “It was 
always fun… We always en-

joyed it,” she stated with a 
smile.
 Throughout their lives, the 
Lepperts have always made 
sure to have fun—with their 
family and as a couple.
 In 1974, the family took an 
epic road trip to Yellowstone 
National Park. It was the first 
time the family traveled west, 
instead of spending their va-
cation days visiting family in 
Iowa. They took all 10 kids. 
 “We had the truck with a 
topper and a tent trailer. It 
worked well… The kids in 
the back would hold up signs 
if they needed anything,” 
George shared with a grin. 
“We had a great time. After 
that, we traveled more… We 
love the Black Hills and visit-
ing our son in Wyoming.” 
 The Lepperts also em-
braced music as entertain-
ment and a source of extra 
income. 
 George started taking gui-
tar lessons when he was 14, 
but it wasn’t until one fate-
ful day in 1962, while work-
ing at Montgomery Wards, 
that he haphazardly joined a 
band. The story goes: George 
went to grab something out 
of his pocket and a custom-
er noticed his guitar pick 
that came out amongst the 
miscellaneous items.  
“Once he saw it, he asked me 
if I played and if I’d play in a 
band,” George recalled with 
a laugh. “I said, ‘Sure!’”
 The band gigs were fun for 
both George and Mary, who 
often took to the dance floor 
during their “date nights.”
 “I remember we’d some-

times get paid $5 for a gig, 
and that money would cover 
us having a couple of bever-
ages, our hamburgers, and 
would pay the babysitter, 
and we’d still have a little 
left over,” shared George. “It 
made for good times. Plus, I 
always enjoyed playing.”
 For years, George played 
guitar as a member of a band 
named The Leopards, a name 
that stuck after a venue re-
peatedly misunderstood their 
last name.
 “Leppert… Leopard. They 
got it wrong. It became a 
joke, and it stuck,” explained 
George, who continues to 
perform with his sons Ken, 
Dennis, and Bruce at area 
venues. “We used to play 
a whole lot more, but we 
stopped during Covid. Now, 
we’re picking it back up.”
 In retirement, George en-
joys spending time in his 
“man cave” where he enjoys 
woodworking and toying 
with a banjo.
 Mary, who was a dedicated 
homemaker for many years, 
enjoys watching gameshows 
on television and listening to 
her family’s lively musical 
“jam sessions.”
 Today Mary and George 
have approximately 30 
grandchildren and around 20 
great-grandchildren. They 
will celebrate their 67th wed-
ding anniversary in October. 
 “We’re honored to be this 
year’s Dam Days grand mar-
shals,” George said. “Morris-
town is a wonderful commu-
nity, and we’re happy to be a 
part of it.” 

Marshals  from 1____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Board from 1_____________________________
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
LE SUEUR COUNTY

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
88 SOUTH PARK AVE.
LE CENTER, MN 56057

(507) 357-8538
www.co.le-sueur.mn.us
NOTICE OF PUBLIC

HEARING
TO WHOM IT MAY CON-

CERN: NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC
HEARING WILL BE HELD

DATE: JUNE 16, 2022
TIME: 3:00 PM
PLACE: Le Sueur County

Environmental Services, 515
South Maple Ave, Le Center,
MN.

PURPOSE: To hear testimo-
ny from interested parties and
consider Variance and Appeal
Applications, as provided by the
Zoning Ordinance of Le Sueur
County, as described below.

Applications are available for
review at the Environmental
Services Building during normal
business hours and on the web-
site on or after JUNE 9, 2022.

ITEM #1: IMPACT
POWER SOLUTIONS, RO-
SEVILLE, MN, (APPLI-
CANT); JOAN MARIK,
FARIBAULT, MN,
(OWNER): Request that the
County grant a Variance from
the Le Sueur County Zoning Or-
dinance to allow the applicant to
reduce the required setback be-
tween a large Solar Energy Sys-
tem (SES) and a residential
structure from 750 feet to 556
feet and from another residential
structure from 750 feet to 489
feet in an Agriculture "A" Dis-
trict. Property is located in the
NW 1/4 of the NW 1/4, Section
15, Waterville Township. VARI-
ANCE IS FOR LARGE SES
TO A DWELLING SET-
BACK.

ITEM #2: KEN MC-
CUSKEY, AMES, IA, (APPLI-
CANT); KENNETH &
MARIE MCCUSKEY, AMES,
IA, (OWNER): Request that the
County grant a Variance from
the Le Sueur County Zoning Or-
dinance to allow the applicant to
reduce the required setback from
the top of a bluff from 30 feet to
20 feet; reduce the required set-
back from the road Right-Of-
Way (ROW) from 65 feet to 43
feet, and 26.3 % total impervi-

ous surface coverage of the lot to
accommodate the construction
of a new dwelling in a Recre-
ational Residential "RR" Dis-
trict, Lake Francis, a Recreation-
al Development "RD" lake.
Property is located in Warner
Subdivision, Lot 1 and part of
Lot 2, Section 33, Elysian Town-
ship. VARIANCE IS FOR
BLUFF AND ROAD ROW
SETBACKS AND IMPERVI-
OUS SURFACE.

ITEM #3: NOVEL ENER-
GY SOLUTIONS, ST. PAUL,
MN, (APPLICANT); TIMO-
THY GUNDERSON, KASO-
TA, MN, (OWNER): Request
that the County grant a Variance
from the Le Sueur County Zon-
ing Ordinance to allow the appli-
cant to reduce the required 1
mile (5,280 ft) setback from the
road Right-Of-Way (ROW) of a
Scenic Byway (County State Aid
Highway 21) to 5,148 feet to ac-
commodate a potential Large
Solar Energy System in an Agri-
culture "A" District.  Property is
located in the NE 1/4 of the SE
1/4, Section 4, Kasota Township.
VARIANCE IS FOR SCENIC
BYWAY ROAD ROW SET-
BACK.

ITEM #4: IAN RUDE,
MADISON LAKE, MN, (AP-
PLICANT); IAN & DENISE
RUDE, MADISON LAKE,
MN, (OWNER): Request that
the County grant a Variance
from the Le Sueur County Zon-
ing Ordinance to allow the appli-
cant to reduce the required set-
back from a Township road
Right-Of-Way (ROW) from 25
feet to 8 feet; and 29.4% total
impervious surface coverage of
the lot to accommodate a de-
tached garage on a legal noncon-
forming lot in a Recreational
Residential "RR" District, Lake
Jefferson, a Recreational Devel-
opment "RD" lake.  Property is
located in Wildwood Subdivi-
sion, Lot 4, Section 3, Washing-
ton Township. VARIANCE IS
FOR ROAD ROW SETBACK
AND IMPERVIOUS SUR-
FACE.

ITEM #5: TRULIE
BOLTON, MANKATO, MN,
(APPLICANT / OWNER): Re-
quests that the County grant a
Variance from the Le Sueur
County Zoning Ordinance to
allow the applicant to reduce the

required setback from a septic
tank to a dwelling from 10 feet
to 3 feet, and reduce the required
setback from the bluff from 30
feet to be located within the bluff
to accommodate a septic pump
tank and a septic system drain-
field in an Urban/Rural Residen-
tial "R1" District. Property is lo-
cated in the Arrowwood Subdi-
vision, Lot 24, Block 2, Section
8, Kasota Township. VARI-
ANCE IS FOR STRUCTURE
AND BLUFF SETBACKS.

ITEM #6: TONY OTTO,
ELYSIAN, MN, (APPLI-
CANT); ANTHONY &
NANETTE OTTO, ELYSIAN,
MN, (OWNER): Request that
the County grant a Variance
from the Le Sueur County Zon-
ing Ordinance to allow the appli-
cant to enlarge a nonconforming
structure; reduce the required
setback from a private road
Right-Of-Way (ROW) from 65
feet to 34 feet; to reduce the re-
quired setback from a structure
to a septic tank from 10 feet to 5
feet; and reduce the required set-
back from the Ordinary High
Water Level (OHWL) from 100
feet to 41 feet to the East and 65
feet to the North to accommo-
date a dwelling addition and at-
tached garage in a Recreational
Residential "RR" District, Lake
Jefferson, a Recreational Devel-
opment "RD" lake. Property is
located in Roemer’s Cove, Lot
21, Block 1, Section 7, Elysian
Township. VARIANCE IS
FOR ENLARGING A NON-
CONFORMING LOT AND
ROAD ROW, SEPTIC TANK

AND OHWL SETBACKS.
ITEM #7: ASHLEY BURK-

LAND, MADISON LAKE,
MN, (APPLICANT); CARL &
ASHLEY BURKLAND,
MADISON LAKE, MN,
(OWNER): Request that the
County grant a Variance from
the Le Sueur County Zoning Or-
dinance to allow the applicant to
reduce the required setback from
a Township road Right-Of-Way
(ROW) from 65 feet to 58 feet;
reduce the required setback from
the Ordinary High Water Level
(OHWL) from 100 feet to 91
feet; reduce the required setback
from the top of a bluff from 30
feet to 12 feet for an existing
nonconforming structure in a
Recreational Residential "RR"
District, Lake Jefferson, a Recre-
ational Development "RD" lake.
Property is located in Biehn’s
Southview, Lot 9, Section 4,
Washington Township. VARI-
ANCE IS FOR ROAD ROW,
OWHL AND BLUFF SET-
BACKS.

Applicant or representative
must be present in order for the

application to be heard.
Onsite visit will be made by

the Board of Adjustment
JUNE 16, 2022.

Aaron Stubbs, Planning & Zon-
ing Administrator
Michelle Mettler,

Assistant Planning &
Zoning Administrator 

(Published in the MN South
Lake Region LifeEnterprise,
Thursday, June 2, 2022; No.
LE349-6-2)
--------------------------------------

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Hearing 

Notice is hereby given; the Elysian City Council will be holding
a public hearing on Monday, June 13, 2022, at 6:00 pm in the
Elysian City Hall, located at 110 Main Street West. The purpose of
the hearing is to allow public input from citizens on the request of
Ahavah Drops, LLC, 510 State Highway 60, Elysian, MN 56028,
for an On Sale, and Sunday Intoxicating Liquor and Soft Drink Li-
cense.

All written or oral comment will be heard. Written comments
may be dropped off or mailed to Elysian City Hall, P.O. Box 246,
Elysian, MN 56028, or emailed to lorri@elysianmn.com. Oral
comments can be presented at the public hearing on Monday, June
13, 2022, as indicated above.

Lorri Kopischke, City Administrator
(Published in the MN South Lake Region LifeEnterprise, Thurs-

day, June 2, 2022; No. LE348-6-2)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Farm Services
ADS Plastic Drainage
Tile-Farm & Highway

Grade Material
Steel Culverts

JANESVILLE
TILE SUPPLY

507-234-5553
414 S Main St. Janesville, MN 56048

WANTED:
Your next 

PRINTING ORDER!
507-362-4495
Waterville

 All of these policies are available to review at the school 
district office.
 • Congratulations went to WEM Education Association 
Teachers of the Year: Julie Hayford (Waterville Elementary), 
Mark Meyer (Waterville Elementary), Sara Quiram (Water-
ville Elementary), Jared Larson (Morristown Elementary/Ju-
nior High), and Ruth Ann Olson (High School).
 • Summer school staff includes paraprofessionals Pam 
Heinz, Anamika Kanne, and Amy Petry, teachers Kaitlin 
Vetsch, Kelsey Schiefelbein, Karen Marzahn, Patty Whitehu-
rst, and Susan Michael and Susan Krienke will handle cleri-
cal duties.
 • Community Education Summer staff will include SAC 
employees Susan Bliss, Vicki Gregor, Stephanie James, Aka-
lie Molitor, Isabel Weller, Blake Sees, Kyleigh Duffey, and 
Brody Holicky, youth baseball volunteer Dennis Androli, and 
t-ball coaches Trista Hering and Maddy Meskan.
 • The 2022-2023 academic calendar was approved. The 
first day of school will be Sept 6 and 7. Winter break will be 
from Dec. 26 through December 30. Spring break will run 
from March 20 through March 27.
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Job Postings

JOB POSTINGS

MINI STORAGE: New Prague
Mini Storage, new facility, se-
cure access 24/7, video surveil-
lance, lighted and fenced, tem-
perature controlled spaces
available. Starting at
$43/month. Call 952-758-7819.
w w w. s e l f s t o r a g e n e w p r a -
guemn.com.

PART TIME inserter wanted
Fridays 7am-1:00pm. Must be
able to lift 20 lbs and stand
while working. Stop in at Suel
Printing Company / The New
Prague Times to fill out applica-
tion or send resume to ptjob-
postings@gmail.com. No phone
calls please.

CLASS A or B driver wanted for
Lakeville based company. Eith-
er full or part time positions
available. Year-round work.
Contact Russ at 952-469-6739
to apply.

WHEN IN doubt, check it out!
This publication is not responsi-
ble for the specific content of
our classified ads. Before in-
vesting your hard-earned mon-
ey in an employment opportuni-
ty or any business opportunity
with which you are unfamiliar,
please call the Better Business
Bureau at 651-699-1111 or visit:
www.mnd.bbb.org.

Job Postings

Storage

PRINT AND Internet! Get both
newspaper and internet cover-
age when you place your classi-
fied ad in this publication. Call
952-758-4435 or e-mail: classi-
fieds@newpraguetimes.com.
newpraguetimes.com.

STOREWIDE 50% off sale
starts Tuesday, May 31 through
Friday, June 3. Except items in
cases, behind the counter and
marked Not 1/2 Price. Saturday,
June 4 everything in store 50%
off including Not 1/2 Items.
Like us on Facebook! Hands of
Friendship Thrift Store, 1 mile
east of New Prague on Hwy
13/19. 952-758-5114.

FARMLAND FOR sale and
wanted. Call Randy Kubes, Re-
altor at 612-599-7440.

GET THE word out. Advertise
your reunion, fundraiser, bene-
fit, craft sale. Call 952-758-4435
to place your ad today

Coming Events

Real Estate

Garage Sales

GARDEN TILLING & lawn
mowing, large & small. Call
Zach 507-327-0929.

$$ PAID UP TO $3,500 for re-
pairable vehicles/junkers. Im-
mediate pickup. Proudly serv-
ing your area. Locally owned
and operated. Flatbed or wreck-
er service. 952-220-TOWS
(8697), Open 7 days a week. Li-
censed /  bonded /  insured.

Cars & Trucks

Lawn & Garden

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION
& remodeling. Stasney Renova-
tions LLC, Russ 952-217-8508.
r j s t a s n e y @ g m a i l . c o m ,
www.stasneyrenovations.com.
Licensed & insured,
BC20266702.

HUTCHINS SIDING and
Windows LLC, gutters, exterior
repairs, storm damage. Over 40
years experience. No job too
small. Father/son, Bruce 612-
232-4686, Will 612-232-4689.

Home Improvement

PAYING CASH for guns, rifles,
shotguns, handguns, vintage
knives, old and new ammuni-
tion in the box and military
items, Bruce, 612-232-4686.

YOUR AD!  Classifieds in print
and online really do work. Call,
fax or e-mail your ad today. 952-
758-4435, fax: 952-758-4135; e-
mail: classifieds@
newpraguetimes.com.

LOOKING FOR a fishing bud-
dy, male or female. Everything
supplied, pole & bait. Call Dan-
iel  952-250-8517.

OFFICE SUPPLIES in stock or
place an order! Black and white
or color copies and laminating.
Suel Printing Co. 200 Main St.
E, New Prague, 952-758-4435,
awann@suelprinting.com. Mon-
day - Friday, 8:30 am-4:30 pm.

ELECTRIC MOTOR Sales and
repair. Stocking full line of mo-
tors. Baldor and Dayton. Ca-
pacitors, bearings and brushes.
Stasney Electric, 952-758-2546.

Services

For Sale

Wanted

SKLUZACEK TREE Movers,
LLC. Residential tree trimming
and removal. Clearing CRP,
fence lines, drainage ditches,
land and lots. Stump grinding.
Full line of equipment for your
projects. Call Dan, 952-393-
4125.

SCHEFFLER ELECTRIC, Inc.
serving the area for 30 years.
Mark Scheffler Master Electri-
cian, licensed, bonded, insured.
scheff@bevcomm.net, 952-758-
3561, New Prague.

WE CAN customize your wed-
ding invitations, save the dates,
programs and other items for
your special day. We can also
print your camera ready files.
Stop in or call Monday-Friday
8:30am to 4:30pm 952-758-
4435, New Prague office.

AFFORDABLE COURT Plans -
Save! debt relief agency. Bank-
ruptcy $956*, Divorce/Custody
$570*, Criminal/DUI starts
$330*. *Court fees additional.
612-326-3300.

PLUMBING... ALL needs,
Sump Pumps, New, remodel /
repair, water heaters. Licensed
bonded, insured Master Plumb-
er. KZ Plumbing, Kevin Zvano-
vec, www.kzplumbing.net, 612-
328-7808.

Services

Livestock-Horses

Waterville-Elysian-Morristown is seeking applications 
for an Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of 
Schools.  The following link details the job description.  

This is a year around position.  Benefi ts include a 
competitive salary, medical and dental insurance, 

paid vacation and a district contribution to a statewide 
retirement system.  Requires, at a minimum, a high 

school diploma.  Previous offi ce experience preferred 
but not required.

Waterville-Elysian-Morristown Public Schools

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO
THE SUPERINTENDENT

Apply to - Joel Whitehurst, Superintendent
Waterville-Elysian-Morristown ISD #2143
500 E. Paquin St., Waterville, MN  56096

jwhitehurst@wem.k12.mn.us • 507-362-4432
 Deadline: June 10, 2022

MINNESOTA CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING NETWORK

To place your ad here call 952-758-4435, 
507-364-8601 or 507-362-4495.

----------------------------------------------------
EMPLOYMENT

----------------------------------------------------
SUCCESSFUL PRACTICE SEEKS 
Associate Dentist because of increase 
in patient volume. Potential earnings 
$300K plus. Includes benefits. Email 
drb@friendlysmilesfargo.com
----------------------------------------------------

FARM EQUIPMENT
----------------------------------------------------
EARN $15,000 - $40,000 OVER 5 
YEARS #1 Hunting lease company in 
America. Customize your contract. Call 
Base Camp Leasing 888/871-1982
----------------------------------------------------

MISCELLANEOUS
----------------------------------------------------
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 888/715-1720 today!
----------------------------------------------------
THE GENERAC PWRCELL a solar 
plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down financing 
option. Request a free, no obligation 
quote today. Call 888/913-5895
----------------------------------------------------
DONATE YOUR CAR truck or boat to 
Heritage For The Blind. Free 3-day 
vacation, tax deductible, free towing, all 
paperwork taken care of 844/220-9501

----------------------------------------------------
DISH NETWORK $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing fast internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & get a 
FREE $100 Visa gift card. FREE voice 
remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE stream-
ing on ALL devices. Call today! 
855/562-4309
----------------------------------------------------
VIVINT. SMART SECURITY 
Professionally installed. One connect-
ed system for total peace of mind. Free 
professional installation! Four free 
months of monitoring! Call now to cus-
tomize your system 888/801-9665
----------------------------------------------------

WANTED TO BUY
----------------------------------------------------
WANTED: ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 
Running or not. Titled or not. Cash in 
exchange. Sell now while prices are 
high! Call Dan at 612/720-2142
----------------------------------------------------
BUYING AND SELLING silver bars, 
silver dollars, rare coins, gold coins, 
gold jewelry, collector coins. No collec-
tion too big. Kuehl’s Coins, Fairmont, 
Minnesota 507/235-3886
----------------------------------------------------

AUCTIONS
----------------------------------------------------
HIGHWAY 59 AUCTION Slayton, June 
13. Consignment sale. Vehicles, trac-
tors, trucks and trailers, livestock, and 
farm equipment. Call 507/370-1912 
Auctionzip.com



10 • MN South Lake Region LifeEnterprise, June 2, 2022

Kindergartener 
Brielle Jacobs,

 daughter of 
Nyalani Jal, was 

honored by 
Mrs. Anderson.

Kindergartener 
Lucy Dominik,

 daughter of Nick and 
Joey Dominik, was 

honored by
Mrs. Anderson.

Kindergartener 
Isabelle Dwyer, 

daughter of 
Travis Dwyer, was 

honored by
 Mrs. Marzahn.

Kindergartener 
Paisley McGuiggan, 

daughter of Patrick and 
Tamara McGuiggan, 

was honored by 
Mrs. Marzahn.

May BUCS PRIDE Honor Students were nominated by 
their teachers displaying BUCS PRIDE by being 

Positive and Kind, Respectful, Responsible, and Safe.

WEM May
Honor Students

Kindergartener 
Hannah Sickmann, 

daughter of 
Kayla Sickmann, was 

honored by
 Mrs. Vetsch.

Kindergartener 
Vincent Cherry,

 son of Emily Novak 
and Michael Cherry, 

was honored by 
Mrs. Vetsch.

First grader 
Mathea Klicker, 

daughter of Matthew 
and Tabitha Klicker, was 

honored by
 Mrs. Hayford.

First grader 
Elias Keeton, 

son of 
Alicia Manor, was 

honored by 
Mrs. Krienke.

First grader 
Peyton Schlie, 

daughter of Adam
 and Jodi Schlie,
 was honored by 
Mrs. Krienke.

First grader
 Kason Flohaug,

 son of
 Trevor Flohaug, 
was honored by
 Mrs. Michael.

First grader 
Matthew Opgaard, 

son of Tegan Mischke 
and Shawn Opgaard, 

was honored by
 Mrs. Michael.

Second grader 
Chandler Jeno,

 son of 
Amber Brockmiller,

 was honored by
 Mr. Meyer.

Second grader 
Abigail Mader,

 daughter of Matthew 
and Regina Mader, 

was honored by 
Mr. Meyer.

Second grader
 Kylie Barberis, 

daughter of Amanda 
Engelbrecht, was 

honored by
 Mrs. Quiram.

Second grader
 Silas Vilendrer,

son of 
Amanda Sunken, 
was honored by 
Mrs. Quiram.

Second grader 
Halle Spinler, 

daughter of Jesse
 and Hana Spinler,
 was honored by 
Mrs. Sutcliffe.

Second grader 
Westyn Edwards, 
son of Jordan and 
Sarah Edwards,
 was honored by
 Mrs. Sutcliffe.

Second grader 
Paxton Wenker, 
son of Justin and 

Stephanie Wenker, 
was honored by 
Mrs. Sutcliffe.

Third grader 
Taryah Richardson, 

daughter of 
Rose Scott, 

was honored by 
Mrs. Molitor.

Third grader 
Jaden Garza, 

son of
 April Cortez,

 was honored by 
Mrs. Skurkay.

Third grader
 Carson Stopski, 
son of Grant and 
Cindy Stopski,
 was honored 

by Mrs. Skurkay.

Third grader 
Alex Rueda, 

son of 
Yvonne Montes,
 was honored by 
Mrs. Wendlandt.

Third grader
 Josh Flohaug, 

son of 
Trevor Flohaug,
 was honored by 
Mrs. Wendlandt.

Fourth grader 
Nate Pratt, 

son of 
Fred and Liz Pratt,
 was honored by 
Mrs. Engesether.

Fourth grader
 Corine Kratzer, 

daughter of 
Andy and Emily Kratzer, 

was honored by 
Mrs. Engesether.

Roger Preuss art history event 
will be held in Waterville 

 A free program celebrating the 
life and work of Roger Preuss, 
a Waterville native who won 
many prestigious awards for 
his artwork and writing, will 
be held in Waterville during 
Bullhead Days weekend. 
 The Le Sueur County 
Historical Society (LCHS) art 
history event “Roger Preuss - 
Wildlife Artist” will be held at 6:30 
p.m. on Friday, June 10 and again at 2:30 
p.m. (following the Bullhead Days Parade) 
on Sunday, June 12 at Make It, Waterville at 
103 South Third Street in Waterville. Local 
artist and historian Jeff Jarvis will present 
interesting facts about Preuss’s life and 
artwork, which will be accompanied by a 
slideshow. Reproductions of Preuss' artwork 
from the LCHS Art Collection will be on 
display. Everyone is invited to attend this 
LCHS event.
 Born in Waterville in 1922, Preuss was an 

artist and outdoorsman who won many 
prestigious awards for his wildlife 

art, writing, and conservation 
efforts. Over his lifetime, he 
made many contributions to 
conservation in Minnesota and 
establishing wildlife art as a 
legitimate genre. Preuss died 

in 2007. He is best known for 
being the youngest artist—and 

the first Minnesota artist—to win the 
coveted Federal Duck Stamp Award.

 The presentation is part of the Le Sueur 
County Historical Society’s educational 
Art History Series, which was designed to 
shine light on three of the county’s most well 
renown artists Adolf Dehn, Roger Preuss, 
and David Maass. The Dehn program was 
held in April.
 The third program in the three-part artist 
series, which will spotlight the work of artist 
David Maass, will be held October 5 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Elysian Tourism Center. 

Junior Miss Waterville 
contestants needed

 Waterville area girls, who will be 
entering 1st or 2nd grades this 
fall, are invited to participate 
in the 2022 Junior Miss 
Waterville Pageant! One 
Junior Miss and two attendants 
will be determined by random 
drawing during the Miss Waterville 
Pageant on Friday, June 10. 
 All the Junior Miss contestants will perform songs as a 
group, during the first part of the pageant. Two practices will 
be held prior to the event.
 Junior Miss and the two attendants will have the honor of 
participating in Bullhead Days events and will get to ride in 
the Grand Parade on Sunday, June 12. 
 Anyone wishing to be a contestant is asked to call Carrie 
Roemhildt at 507-661-0333.

To place 
your ads 
or news
 in the 

LifeEnterprise
call 

507-362-4495
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