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Sat 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

www.hertausfloors.com

2

April 21, 2022

Spring Home & Garden

The New Prague Times, Montgomery Messenger and LifeEnterprise

Fun ways to celebrate the arrival of spring

Spring is a season of rebirth in more ways than one. Spring
is when certain animals emerge from hibernation, while
many species lay eggs or give birth this time of year. Flowers
and trees also bloom in spring, providing spectacular foliage
and awe-inspiring color.
People also may feel like they have a new lease on life as
they shake away the doldrums of winter and embrace longer hours of sunlight and warmer temperatures. The arrival

From Blooms
to Veggies,

We have the plants you need!
• Annuals
• Veggie Plants & Seed
• Herbs
• Hanging Baskets
• Potted Arrangements

Visit our Website for more
information & inspiration!

of spring is worthy of celebration, and these activities
and ideas can be enjoyable
ways to spend the first day of
spring.

• Spend time outdoors.
One is never too old for a
picnic in a park or a bike ride
along the trails. Spending
time outdoors is beneficial
because it exposes people
to sunlight, which is a precursor to the development of
vitamin D. Vitamin D affects
muscles, joints and tissues. It
also can affect mood.
• Plant a tree. Trees provide habitats for wildlife,
create shade, reduce air pollution by filtering the air, and
produce oxygen. A sapling is
a mangeable tree to plant and something children can do as
• Decorate with flowers. Bring fresh flowers indoors
well.
and put them on display in vases or table centerpieces. Cut
stems on a 45-degree angle underwater to help flowers last
• Enjoy spring crafts. Grab an inexpensive canvas and longer. In addition, choose floral themed curtains and throw
paint a landscape that is in full bloom. Use quick-set plaster pillows to add some spring decor.
to create stepping stones embedded with mosaic glass pieces
for color that can be added to the backyard.
• Create a water feature. The sound and sights of cascading water can be both relaxing and picturesque. A water
• Host a spring potluck. Put fresh spring vegetables feature can be something as simple as a small fountain or
and fruits on display. Options include artichokes, apricots, as- more elaborate like a koi pond.
paragus, carrots, dandelion greens, and radishes. Put together
Spring is a time of year when people can enjoy seasona pasta primavera, which essentially is a spring pasta dish al activities that make the most of the warmer weather and
laden with fresh vegetables.
blooming landscape.

hiddenhollowgreenhouse.com

OPENING SATURDAY, APRIL 23

All Types of Wiring
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Electric Heat
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Country Greenhouse
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Spring Hours
M, T, W, F:
9:30am-6pm
Thurs: 9:30am-7pm
Sat-Sun: 9am-4pm

See us for FRESH PRODUCE at the
Lonsdale Farmer’s Market starting
April 29, 4-7 pm next to Whistle Stop!
New Prague Farmer’s Market starting
May 7, 9 am - noon, East Town Plaza!

STASNEY ELECTRIC
(952) 758-2546

952-652-5062

15970 320th St., New Prague
Licensed & Bonded

(seasonal)

FRESHEN UP
EVERY ROOM
IN YOUR
HOME!

M-F 10-7, Sat. 8-5, and Sun. 10-5.

ART,
ACCESSORIES,
& REAL FLAME
CANDLES

30%
OFF!

In Stock
FURNITURE
Ready
G

STARTIN
AT

$

799

We will also be at
Mackenthun’s in
Lonsdale & Montgomery!

POWER
RECLINERS

for

We Are Here to
Assist You with
Your FLOORING &
FURNITURE
Needs!
Open
Monday-Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-3
or by appointment

952-758-4588
133 Main Street W
New Prague, MN

www.kubesfurnitureflooring.com

QUEEN SETS
STARTING AT

$

599

Spring Home & Garden

The New Prague Times, Montgomery Messenger and LifeEnterprise

April 21, 2022

3

Spring into the Growing Season

Melinda Myers

Spring flowering bulbs and perennials are
filling our landscapes with color. As your
gardens come alive this spring, start making
notes on needed improvements and provide
some early season color and nectar for the
pollinators. This will keep your landscape
looking its best all season long and for years
to come.
Start a garden journal or photographic record of your garden. Make notes or take pictures of what is working in your landscape,
plants that need to be removed or areas where
more color or new plants are needed. These
notes will help as you create a landscape
filled with year-round beauty.
Make sure your plants receive sufficient
moisture. It is easy to overlook watering
during the cool and often wet spring months.
A rain gauge can help you monitor the rainfall in your yard. Plants benefit from thorough watering that encourages deep, drought
and pest resistant roots. Check the soil moisture and water when the top four to six inches
are crumbly and starting to dry. Established
drought tolerant plants tolerate drier soil.
Start pulling weeds as they appear. Removing them when small makes removal easier
and prevents them from flowering and pro-

ducing seeds. That means fewer weeds to pull
next year.
Disease and pest-free leaves, evergreen
needles and other organic mulch covering the
soil surface help suppress weeds, conserve
moisture, and improve the soil as they break
down. Leaves also provide homes for many
insects, frogs, and toads. You’ll achieve lots
of benefits from this one task.
Leave perennials stand until daytime temperatures are consistently 50 degrees. This allows overwintering eggs to hatch and insects
to exit their winter homes. If waiting is not
an option, cut most stems back to the ground
and stack them out of the way. This allows
the insects to exit their winter homes when

the time is right. Leave some stems standing
8 to 12” above ground so insects can form
new homes. Chop up the removed plant material in mid-summer or fall to use as mulch
in the garden or the compost pile.
Watch for animal damage and protect your
plantings as needed. Fresh new growth in the
spring garden makes a tasty treat for rabbits,
deer, and other wildlife.
Many gardeners enlist the help of repellents to protect their landscape plants.
Always check the label for details on use,
application rates and timing. Research has
proven that odor-based repellents are more
effective than other types of repellents. Plus,
this will cause wildlife to avoid plants rather

than taking a bite before they discover they
don’t like the taste.
Treat pathways used to access your landscape as well as key plants before the animals
begin feeding. It is easier to keep them away
before they find all the delicious plants growing in your garden.
Continue taking pictures of your landscape
throughout the year. Make note of any challenges encountered and needed adjustments
in care. Include any failures; all gardeners
have them. These are just another step toward growing a healthier and more beautiful
garden.
Then take time to enjoy the beauty of your
landscape. Find a comfortable spot to sit,
relax, listen to the birds, and take in all the
wonders spring has to offer.
Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening books, including The Midwest Gardener’s Handbook, 2nd Edition and Small Space Gardening. She
hosts The Great Courses “How to Grow Anything”
DVD series and the nationally-syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & radio program. Myers
is a columnist and contributing editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine and was commissioned by Tree
World Plant Care for her expertise to write this article. Her web site is www.MelindaMyers.com.
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The helpful place.
NEW PRAGUE
1300 First St. NE
952-758-4440

Through
April 30!

Hardware & Paint
Your Local Ace Hardware Stores South Of The River

APPLE VALLEY
14760 Pennock Ave
952-432-1004

LAKEVILLE-DOWNTOWN
20810 Holyoke Ave. W
952-469-3433

LAKEVILLE - UPTOWN
17729 Juniper Path
952-898-7151

From landscaping, gardening and lawn
care to home decorating and fix-up -

WE’RE YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP!
Quality Service & Convenience!

INVER GROVE HEIGHTS
3098 65th St. E
651-455-2228

www.acehardwareandpaint.com

www.heartlandcu.com

Get up to $500
and a low rate.
Borrow for a new or used car or move
your current auto loan to Heartland and
earn 1% cash back, up to $500*.
Offer ends June 30, 2022
Apply online: www.heartlandcu.com
Or visit your local branch:
225 Chalupsky Ave SE, New Prague, MN
Next to Coborn’s
*Offer valid 4/1/2022 – 6/30/2022 and subject to change. The 1% rebate applies to new Heartland auto loans
and auto loans refinanced to Heartland from another lender. Existing Heartland auto loans do not qualify. The
rebate of 1% of the approved loan amount, up to $500, will be deposited into the member’s savings account
when the loan is finalized. Total rebates cannot not exceed $500. Member is liable for any and all taxes
associated with this rebate and may receive a 1099-MISC tax form from Heartland. The rebate applies to the
funded loan amount. The original title, proof of insurance and payoff amount must be provided for refinances.
Must qualify for Heartland membership.

BLOOMINGTON
108 W 98TH ST.
952-767-2981
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Planting love, cultivating community
Rotary Peace Garden takes root April 30

A community garden will soon take root in New Prague.
The garden, which will be constructed south of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church’s parking lot, will be used to grow fresh
produce for The Peace Center Food Shelf and will also serve
as an outdoor, social activity for community volunteers.
New Prague's Rotary Club is spearheading the project.
“Unfortunately, food inequity for many of our neighbors is
a very real issue,” stated New Prague Rotary Club President
Jessica Dohm. “Our local Peace Center Food Shelf provides
relief for over 5,000 local residents each year.”
Construction of the garden, which will be named The
Peace Garden, will take place on Saturday, April 30, starting
at 9 a.m. Community members are invited to stop by the site
and lend a hand. To add your name to the volunteer list, email
coordinator@peace-garden.org.
When complete, The Peace Garden will cover more than
1,790 square feet and will consist of 22 raised 8’ x 3’ garden
boxes and two “half boxes” with benches. The plan also includes a potting table and ADA accessible aisles.
Boy Scout Noah Gibson will be building two benches with
built-in planters, a compost bin, and is raising funds to help
purchase flowers for the garden as part of his Eagle Scout
Project.
A handful of dedicated volunteer gardeners have already
committed to the project.
“A group of residents from Praha Village, which is conveniently located directly across from the garden, will be helping with the garden, but more helpers will be needed,” Dohm
explained.
All members of the community are invited—and encouraged—to help tend to The Peace Garden.
“Having access to no-cost recreational gardening promotes
a healthy, active lifestyle, enjoyment of the outdoors, and so-

Image courtesy of New Prague Rotary

cial engagement… It’s a win-win for everyone,” Dohm
stated.
Rotary members Ruth Peterka and Leah Mahoney
will be leading the gardening team and purchasing the
seeds/plants. Anyone interested in helping tend the
garden is invited to email coordinator@peace-garden.
org.
The first-year plantings will be based off of a list of
requested items generated by The Peace Center. The list
includes: peppers, green beans, tomatoes, broccoli, radishes, kohlrabi, mini cabbage, herbs, greens, and peas.
The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
(SMSC) Organics Recycling is donating soil for the gardens.
Herman’s Landscape Supply is donating rocks that will be
used as plant markers, which will be decorated by the St.
Wenceslaus 4th grade class, and D & J Landscaping and ASI
are assisting in the project’s design. Coborn’s will be supply-

ing volunteers lunch on the build day.
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church is granting
the use of its property for the garden free
of charge.
The project is being funded by
local donors and grant dollars. Early
project supporters include: Parkview
Medical Center, First Bank and
Trust, Goosebusters, Douglas
and Patricia Vayda, Michael
Traxel Wealth Managemetn,
Bruzek Funeral Home,
and New Prague Rotary. Grants from the
Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation’s
Small
Town
Grant,
Mayo
Clinic
Health System, the
New Prague Chamber of Commerce,
and the Statewide Health Improvement Partnership (SHIP)
Grant, are also funding the
project.
“It truly will be a community garden—a garden built
by the community, tended by the
community, for the community,”
Dohm stated.
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4 tips for backyard
barbecue success

When the weather
warms up, the opportunities to enjoy more
time outdoors increase.
For many people that
means firing up the grill
to cook dinners in the
backyard and also to
host friends and family
for outdoor gatherings
around the patio.
Barbecuing is enjoyed around the world
and is especially popular in the United States,
where even presidents
have touted the virtues
of cooking outside.
Lyndon B. Johnson,
Jimmy Carter and even
Ronald Regan hosted
barbecues with tasty
grilled or smoked food
during their terms.
Barbecues are especially popular in spring
and summer. Memorial Day often marks the
unofficial kickoff to
the summer barbecue
season. After Memorial Day weekend, the
smell of barbecue often
can be detected on a
nightly basis in neighborhoods. Follow these
tips to make backyard
barbecues even more
successful this year.
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314 Main Street East,
New Prague!

• Family Owned & Operated

1. Make food safety a priority. A successful barbecue is one in which everyone
goes home sated and stuffed with delicious
foods. However, ensuring people don’t fall
ill also is vital. Keep in mind that the temperature outdoors impacts the rate of spoilage
for raw and cooked foods. Always keep hot
foods hot and cold foods cold (place items on
ice or in coolers). The Food and Drug Administration, advises moving leftovers indoors
promptly and discarding any items that have
been sitting outside for longer than two hours
at room temperature. Items should be moved
indoors or discarded even more quickly in especially hot conditions.
2. Learn how to smoke. Grilling is one
skill, and smoking is another. As the popularity of food smokers has increased, prices
have come down. Novices can visit barbecue
competitions and talk to professionals about
their tips for smoking foods, or learn more by

After 2 Years of

WORKING
FROM
HOME

watching tutorials online. Smoked foods take
a lot of time to cook, allowing hosts an opportunity to mingle with guests.

• Guaranteed Best Prices on
Andersen Replacement
Windows and Doors

3. Keep things simple. Serve only a
handful of items to cut down on the amount
of preparation required. Two main proteins
and maybe three side dishes is adequate.
Chips or other pre-made snacks can fit the
bill. Condensing options also reduces how
much you have to manage. Be sure to have
options for those with food allergies or intolerances when planning the menu.

• Andersen-Backed Installation

4. Set up clusters of seating. Grouping sets of chairs at tables around the yard
encourages guests to mingle. Also, it helps
space out people for social distancing and
avoids a bottleneck around the food.
Make the most of barbecue season by embracing strategies to be successful hosts and
hostesses.

Have Your Floors Taken A

• Peace of Mind
• 10 Year Workmanship Warranty
• No Pressure Sales Approach

“Andersen” and the AW logo are registered trademarks of Andersen Corporation. All other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation.

It’s Time to

and welcome the feeling of
getting back to normal!
What
Better
Way than
to Say
Call Bisek Interiors to Freshen Up the Floors
in Every Room of Your Home!

WalltoWall

We’ve Got You Covered.
Carpet
Hardwood
Laminate
Tile | Stone

Stop by our
showroom to
speak with a
flooring
consultant about
the best options
for your home.

Choose from
hundreds of
styles, colors,
textures and
designs to
enhance
any room.

Bye-Bye
Bacteria!
and HELLO to

FRESH CLEAN CARPETS!

Did you know most wall-to-wall carpets contain about 200,000 bacteria per square
inch? Your typical household vacuum cleaner simply doesn’t have the power to remove
germs settled deep in your home’s carpets. The good news is that professional steam
cleaning can kill more than 99% of the germs living in your carpet, making it safer and
more hygienic for your family and guests.

Call us today for details and a free estimate!

320 First St. S
Montgomery, MN
507-364-8044
320 1st St. S, Montgomery
507-364-7944
info@bisekinteriors.com
www.bisekinteriors.com

www.biseksteamandclean.com

5

6

April 21, 2022

Spring Home & Garden

The New Prague Times, Montgomery Messenger and LifeEnterprise

Learn the right ways to clean lawn and patio furniture

Once the days begin to
grow a little bit longer and
the numbers on the thermometer creep a tad higher,
outdoor entertaining season
is right around the corner.
Homeowners may be anx-

ious to once again return to
the comforts of their backyards. However, their patio
furniture may not be ready
for lounging just yet.
Some simple cleaning
strategies make it easy to

GET READY FOR

jordan carpet care
Professional CarPet
& UPholstery Cleaning
• Carpets
• Upholstery
• Fabric
• Pet Odors
Protectant

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Call Jim or Chris
952-492-2549
Jordan, MN

INSTITUTE
of
INSPECTION,
CLEANING
and
RESTORATION

CERTIFICATION

brighten outdoor furniture
made of metal, glass, wood,
and plastic. Before homeowners know it, their backyards will be ready for outdoor entertaining season.

Proper storage
Storing outdoor furniture
during the colder months of
the year is a great way to protect items from the elements.
This may involve careful
shrink-wrapping and keeping
items outdoors, or by moving
furniture indoors to a shed or
garage. Cleaning the furniture one last time before storing it also can be handy.
Remove stuck-on debris
Inspect furniture and be
prepared to remove any
stuck-on debris, such as bird
droppings, sticky food residue or even cobwebs and
insect nests. Be sure to use a
cleaning tool that is safe for
the material you are cleaning.
Test an inconspicuous area of
the furniture first to ensure
your tools don’t damage the
furniture. For example, many
scrub brushes can scratch
glass or aluminum.
Make a thorough cleanser
Clean stains off of furniture with a versatile cleanser.
A mild cleaner can be made

by mixing 1⁄2 cup baking
soda with 1 gallon of warm
water, according to the experts at Better Homes & Gardens. Regular dishwashing
detergent also can be mixed
with water, as it has a mild
bleaching agent. This cleanser can be used on plastic resin
furniture or metal furniture,
which are popular patio furniture materials.

instructions on the tags. In
some cases, fabric may be
removed and washed in a
washing machine on a gentle setting. A solution of dish
soap and warm water also is
a gentle way to clean outdoor
fabrics. Once items are clean,
a water-repellent fabric protector to minimize staining
and maintenance can be applied.

a mild cleanser, then hard
woods like teak can be surface-sanded to restore items’
original look.
Pressure washers can often
do more harm than good to
patio furniture, so it’s best to
look for an alternative way to
clean them. Usually a bit of
elbow grease and a cleanser is all that’s needed. Give
the cleaning product time to
work. Wipe down and dry the
Patio fabrics
Strip or sand
furniture thoroughly to preCheck the cleaning inWood furniture may need vent the growth of mildew.
structions of outdoor fabrics, specialized care. If stains
as there might be specific cannot be removed with

Spring cleaning is a ritual in many homes,
though some might be forgetting to address an area
of their homes that can be especially vulnerable
to insect infestations. According to PestWorld.org,
kitchen cabinets and pantries used to store spices
and baking items, such as flour, can make for inviting
hideouts for various types of pests. These unwelcome guests include beetles, Indian meal
moths and ants. To remedy this issue or prevent insects from becoming an issue, discard
stale spices or dated baking items. Once such items have been removed from the cabinets
and pantry and discarded, wipe down the interior of the spaces before installing fresh shelf
paper. If the critters didn’t make their presence known in the cabinets, that doesn’t mean
they haven’t made your kitchen home over the winter. Some might have opted to spend their
winters behind appliances, including the stove and the refrigerator. As a result, it’s best to pull
these appliances off the wall each spring, sweeping or vacuuming the dust and crumbs you
find before mopping the floors.
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Popular
insect repellant
plants

Homeowners choose plants for their properties based on a number of variables. Some
may be into growing their own foods, while
others desire their gardens to be an awe-inspiring mélange of bright colors and alluring
scents. There’s no wrong reason to plant a
fresh garden, but some plants offer extra benefits, such as repelling insects.
Insects can be a nuisance and a threat to
individuals’ overall health. According to the
American Academy of Family Physicians,
insect-borne diseases are viral and bacterial
illnesses that develop from insect bites. Mosquitoes, sand flies and fleas are some examples of insects that can pass on disease. Fever,
chills, headache, and muscle soreness are just
a few of the more common symptoms linked
to insect-borne diseases.
The good news for avid gardeners is that
certain plants can help repel insects and provide the additional benefits like fresh food and
aesthetic appeal that so many people love.

much precipitation.

• Basil: The aroma of fresh basil is enough
to compel any gardener to make a place for it
in their garden. But there’s more to fresh basil
than its scent, as the Farmers Almanac notes
it can be used to repel mosquitoes and moths.

• Chrysanthemums: The Farmers’
Almanac® recommends using chrysanthemums, which repel a range of insects from
bedbugs to fleas to ants, as border plants
around a home. That’s because they contain
the natural insecticide pyrethrin, which can
serve as something of an insect-repelling
boundary around a home.
Insects are unwanted guests around a
home each spring, summer and fall. Certain
plants can help repel insects and serve as an
eco-friendly alternative to insecticides.

• Lavender: Fleas, flies, mosquitoes, and
moths are not fans of this aromatic and colorful member of the mint family. Bees tend
to be drawn to lavender, a durable plant that
many garden centers recommend in areas
prone to drought or hot summers without

• Mint: Mint is another plant that is instantly recognizable for its aroma. But mint
lovers may not realize that it’s also great for
keeping ants at bay. Mint also can be used to
repel mosquitoes, but gardeners with no experience planting mint should plant it in pots.
That’s because the Farmers Almanac notes
mint is an especially aggressive spreader that
can quickly take over a garden. Separating
mint in pots can prevent it from bullying its
way into other plants’ domains.
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Tips to grill a
juicier burger

Summer weekends wouldn’t be the same
without backyard barbecues. And no backyard barbecue is complete without hamburgers.
The exact origins of the hamburger are unknown, but historians believe this beloved
staple of American barbecues can be traced
to mid-nineteenth century Germany. According to History.com, political revolutions in
Germany in the 1840s spurred many Germans to emigrate to the United States. Germans brought many of their cultural traditions with them, including their cuisine. One
such dish was the chopped steak, which can
be traced to Hamburg, a city renowned for
its high-quality beef. Though few might now
see ground beef as a remedy for digestive issues, that was a common belief in the 1860s,
when a New York-based doctor named James
Salisbury suggested that cooked beef patties
could benefit the digestive system as much
as chopped, chipped or ground beef. Buns
were not yet in the picture at that time, but
they were by 1904, when beef patties on buns
were available at the St. Louis World’s Fair.
In 1921, the first White Castle restaurant
opened in Kansas, and hamburgers have been
a staple of American cuisine ever since.
Though it’s been a century since White
Castle opened its first restaurant, people are
still perfecting the art of making the perfect
hamburger. Exactly what defines the perfect
hamburger may be open to debate, but there’s
no denying the desirability of juicy burgers.

As grillmasters prepare for another season of
backyard barbecues, the following are some
ways they can make their burgers more juicy.

• Avoid extra-lean meat. Extra-lean meat
might be healthier than the alternatives, but
93 percent lean ground beef is unlikely to
produce juicy burgers. When making burgers
from scratch, opt for 80 percent lean. WebMD notes that fat helps to hold burgers together while searing and cooking the meat.
The result is a more juicy interior than cooks
are likely to get when using lean meats.
• Saddle your spatula. Flipping the
burgers too much or pressing them against
the grill as they cook can dry them out.
• Be conscious of carryover cooking time. Carryover cooking time refers
to the length of time temperature in a food
continues to rise even after it’s been removed
from a cooking area. Beef is among the many
foods that continue to cook after being removed from a heat source, so beef burgers
can be removed from the grill before they
reach the desired cooking temperature. This
prevents drying out and ensures that once
they’re served, the burgers will be juicy and
safe to eat.
Grilling a juicy burger is easily accomplished with a few simple and time-tested
strategies.

• Lemongrass: Lemongrass is a tropical grass that’s so fragrant it’s often used in
perfumes. Lemongrass contains citronella,
which many people associate with repelling
mosquitoes. A potted lemongrass plant can
repel these unwanted guests, keeping them
away from decks, porches and/or patios all
summer long.
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Best methods to repair damaged driveways

Asphalt and concrete driveways
are common throughout suburban
neighborhoods. They are as much a
part of a home as lawns, decks and
other exterior elements. Regardless
of how they’re utilized, driveways
need to be cared for and maintained
to retain their appearance and function.
Even the most durable driveways
can suffer from cracks and pits over
time. As cracks form, they pave the
way for more deterioration if they
are not addressed. Water infiltration
can break down the integrity of the
driveway during freeze and thaw
periods, and any little hole or crack
can promote weed growth. Driveway repair can be a do-it-yourself
project, but pay attention to the details to ensure the job is done right. in an asphalt driveway before planning to topcoat it, which is generAsphalt
ally done every year or so to mainThe home improvement resource tain its appearance and durability.
The Family Handyman says it is A variety of topcoat products are
key to first repair cracks and pits available at various price points.

use of a propane torch. Caulk-style
crack repair products may not require as many tools, and are much
easier to apply. They may not last as
long, however. Homeowners must
weigh the pros and cons to each before beginning.
The experts at Popular Mechanics say that there also are other asphalt patch mixes available at home
supply retailers. Serious holes,
rather than cracks, can be addressed
with a coarse-aggregate filler commonly referred to as cold patch.
After cracks and holes are filled,
use a sealer to lock everything in
place and create a smooth topcoat
appearance. Speak with a store
employee if you are unsure which
product is needed for your applicaExperts recommend investing in a tion.
quality product that will not shrink
and crack. A melt-in material that is Concrete
similar to products used by highway
The process is similar with concrews can be purchased for around crete driveways, yet the products
$100. This product also will require differ. Small driveway cracks can

be repaired by scrubbing out the
crack to remove debris and then
filling using a mortar repair compound, suggests the repair advice
site Home Guides. Larger cracks
and potholes should be cleaned.
Once that’s done, apply a painted-in bonder to the crack or hole,
followed by a dry concrete patching product mixed with water. The
material can be worked into the
damaged area with a trowel, and
then leveled using a wood board.
Afterward, a liquid concrete sealer
can be applied to help prevent future cracks and holes.
Homeowners who are hesitant
to fix their driveways can contact
masons or asphalt specialists to
perform the job. Keeping up on
driveway repair can prolong the
life of the surface and help delay a
complete driveway replacement for
several years.

Safety first when power washing your home this spring

Spring cleaning is a great way for homeowners to clear
their homes of clutter. As people spend extra time indoors in
winter, items can quickly pile up around the house. Spring is
a great time to clean up such clutter, but interior spaces are
not the only areas of a home that can benefit from some extra
attention once the weather warms up.
Harsh winters can take a toll on home exteriors. Dirt and
grime can build up on exterior home surfaces over the course
of the winter, affecting the appearance of the siding of a home
as well as outdoor entertaining areas.
Power washing is a great way to give a home a fresh, clean
look in spring. But there’s more to power than simply renting the right equipment and getting to work. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention notes that there are many
risks associated with using power washers. For instance, the
CDC says strong spray from power washers can cause serious wounds that initially seem minor. However, such wounds
can lead to infection or disability if left untreated. In addition,
if manufacturer safety instructions are not followed, electric
shock can occur due to improper use.
Homeowners who are intending to power wash their own
homes this spring should first determine if they’re physically capable of doing so. Power washers can be difficult for
some people to control, so it’s imperative that homeowners
honestly assess their physical abilities before renting a unit.
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• Never point a pressure washer at yourself or others.
• Do not attempt to push or move objects with spray from
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• Never use a gasoline powered washer in an enclosed space,
which can increase the risk of carbon monoxide poisoning.
• Always test the ground fault circuit interrupter (circuit
breaker or outlet) before using a pressure washer.
• Always plug a properly grounded pressure washer into a
properly grounded receptacle.
• If an extension cord must be used, keep the pressure
washer’s power cord connection out of and away from any
standing water, and use a heavy duty extension cord with
components rated for use in wet locations. Keep both the
power cord and extension cord connections as far away as
possible from the item being washed and away from any water runoff. While power washing, periodically take note of the
location of the extension cord connections to ensure they are
not in a puddle.
• Wear rubber-soled shoes that provide some insulation
when using the pressure washer.
• Never cut or splice the pressure washer’s power cord or
extension cords.
• Never remove the grounding prong from the pressure
washer’s power cord plug or the extension cord.
• Pause the project if a circuit breaker is tripped. Always
have a qualified electrician check the pressure washer for
electrical problems after it has tripped a circuit breaker.
• Never allow children to operate a pressure washer. Keep
children at a safe distance when an adult is using a pressure
great
great
washer.
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Power washing can give a home a whole new look after a
winter’s worth of dirt and grime builds up on the home’s exYOUR CHOICE
terior. Safety
must remain the utmost priority when operating
Gabe
a power washer on your own.
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LANCER RECLINING SOFA

Perfect for homes
with children, pets
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Doug Tousley - Service Technician

STAIN-RESISTANT

SOFT-TO-THE-TOUCH

EASY TO CLEAN

3 YEAR LIMITED WARRANT Y

Available on most La-Z-Boy
styles. See store for details.
Refrigerators

& Freezers

WE’VE
GOT
WHAT
YOU’RE
LOOKING
FOR!

Spruce Up Your Home for Spring!
• CLOCKS
• LIVING ROOMS
• BEDROOMS

• LAMPS
• DINING SETS
• SOFAS & CHAIRS

Washers
& Dryers

Queen Sets Starting at $399
Over 35 sets to choose from!
Relax & Rejuvenate

in a Luxurious Power Lift

& Power Recline Chair

Over 450 Recliners IN STOCK!

STARTING AT $449

.99

Over
40

in Stock!

106 Ferry St., LeSueur
Phone: (507) 665-2238
Fax: (507) 665-3789

www.wise-furnitureco.com

Electric & Gas
Ranges

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30;
Thurs. 8-7;
Sat. 9-4; Sun. Closed
Sleep Center
Appliances & TV

– Anytime by appointment –

Gift Cards Available

and

with air fryer

Financing
Available!
*12 mos.,
no interest,
see store
for details.

